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CHIP Home Repair Awards
Lorain County - The Lorain County Board of Commissioners approved at this morning’s meeting an amendment to the 2018 Community Housing Impact and Preservation Program (CHIP Program) to create an Emergency Housing Assistance Program. Specifically, Lorain County will reprogram up to $65,000 (from the Home Repair, Private Rehabilitation and Rental Repair budget) to create the Emergency Housing Assistance Activity. The Emergency Housing Assistance (EHA) activity will provide Lorain County Citizens up to three months of rent or mortgage assistance if they have suffered economic hardship from the COVID-19 Pandemic

All applicants must meet the HUD Income guidelines for Lorain County, must demonstrate the financial hardship is caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and live in the “targeted service areas” in the Lorain County Partnership (Oberlin, Sheffield Lake and Lorain County outside of Lorain, Elyria and Vermilion which receive funding assistance from other entities). The Emergency Housing Assistance Program is first-come first-served within our partnership. 
This projects will be 100% funded through a Community Housing Impact Program (CHIP) grant that the County applied for and received in 2018. Lorain County, in partnership with the cities of Oberlin and Sheffield Lake, applied for and was awarded over $1 million dollars. In addition to the Emergency Housing Assistance Program, Lorain County utilizes CHIP funds to maintain homeownership, preserve affordable housing, and protect and stabilize neighborhoods. Funds are also used for the County’s Fair Housing program, Tenant-Based Rental Assistance program through Lorain Metropolitan Housing Authority, and the administration of the grant.
“Emergency Housing Assistance will preserve investments in these homeowner-occupied homes and strengthens our neighborhoods,” said Commissioner Sharon Sweda. “It also is helping to keep families in their homes”. 
Board President Lori Kokoski, “In this time of economic hardship and uncertainty, we are making this new program available to assist our families to provide time for the economy to further reopen and have people back to work without being in hole too deep to get out.” 

“Several years ago when the County, Oberlin and Sheffield Lake began working collaboratively on our housing programs, additional funds were made available. This program is funded at the level of additional funds received by collaborating. We are able to do more together than independently.” Said Commissioner Matt Lundy. 
For further information on how homeowners can seek assistance, or for contractors wishing to be able to participate in bidding on projects, please contact the Lorain County Community Development Department at 440-328-2322.
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