A G E N D A

LORAIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 19, 2009
9:30 A. M.

Lori Kokoski, President

Ted Kalo, Vice-President            Betty Blair, Member
NOTICE:
The Board of Commissioners complies with ADA.  If anyone needs interpretative services while attending a Commissioners meeting, please notify this office 24 hours in advance!

A.
RESOLUTIONS:
#1.
Job and Family Services Bills 
#2.
Investments

#3.
Appropriations
#4.
Transfers
#5.
Advances/Repayments 
#6.
Requisitions
#7.
Travel Expenses
#8.
Bills
Commissioners:
#9.
Authorize various personnel actions as indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners (at the conclusion of today’s Board meeting, the Commissioners may recess into an Executive Session to discuss: personnel/new hires)
#10.
Approve and waive the reading of the same for the Lorain County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes for; February 12, 2009
#11.
Approve & enter into a public-private partnership agreement with IRRS.  This agreement applies to the Ohio Department of Development for diesel emissions reduction grant program under Section 512.35 of HB562 of the 127th General Assembly and provides funding to replace or upgrade diesel equipment through a variety of technologies which are installed on equipment to reduce the consumption of diesel fuel and reduce air pollution emissions; Authorize the County to serve as fiscal agent, effective February 20, 2009 for the life of said grant containing a 30 day written cancellation clause; Authorize County Administrator to execute on behalf of the Board with Prosecutors’ approval as to form.

#12.
Approve & enter into a MOU with Northern Ohio Commuter Rail Coalition to formulate an RFP for completing an alternatives analysis with completion date of 8 months from award of contract or by February 2, 2010, whichever comes first; Authorize the creation of a new fund for deposit of said monies to be used fro the local match.  Congresswomen Sutton obtained a federal earmark of $344,000 and the analysis will cost $414,000, therefore a local match for the difference is required
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Community Development Department:
#13.
Approve & enter into a Cooperative Agreement with members of Region #4, which includes Huron County, Lorain County, City of North Ridgeville and City of Norwalk in order to apply for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program fund sin the amount of $2,376,372



WDA:
#14.
Approve & and enter into a contract with JGD Associates, Inc., Avon Lake for vendor training with Incumbent Worker funds.  The amount requested is $8,838.82 with employer contribution of $4,419.41 and incumbent worker training funds in the amount of $4,419.41; Authorize County Administrator to execute on behalf of the Board with Prosecutor’s approval as to form

CBCF:

#15.
Instruct Clerk to advertise for bids for food service to Lorain/Medina Community Based Correctional Facility. Notice to be in Chronicle on February 20 & 27 and bids to be opened at 2 pm on March 20 in commissioners hearing room

Prosecutor:
#16.
Authorize a continuation of a grant with the Office of Criminal Justice for the Victim Wint4ss program, administered through Lorain County Prosecutors Office, effective retroactive to January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009.  This a refundable grant without a cash match in the amount of $38,537.44 to pay salary & fringe benefits for 1 full time employee and $4,307.07 to pay salary & fringe benefits for the supervisor salary; Authorize Chief of Staff Georg I. Koury, Jr. to execute all necessary documents

Sheriff:

#17.
Approve & enter into a Dental Assistant Services agreement with Mandy Diedrich, to provide a minimum of 3-4 hours of dental services/week, effective March 1, 2009 – February 28, 2010 at a cost of $15/hour for services rendered
B.
Mr. James R. Cordes, County Administrator:
C.
Mr. Jerry Innes, Assistant County Prosecutor:
D.
Commissioner’s Report:
E.
Clerk’s Report:
#1.
Sent proclamation to Lorain County Alliance of Black School Educators, Inc., celebrating 25 years on February 22 at 4 pm, LCCC – Spitzer Center
F
Board Correspondence:

#1.
Publications: “Squire & Sanders – update on comparison of public finance provision in economic stimulus legislation”; “Electric Co-op Today”; “Lake Erie shorelines”; “Supply Chain”; “ All Aboard Ohio – Ohio Passenger Rail News”; “CIDS #5”; “Government weekly e-news”; “Criminal Justice Weekly”; “
#2.
February 22, 2009 at 4 pm, LCCC, Stocker Center – 25th Anniversary of the Lorain County Alliance of Black School Educators Student Academic Motivational Achievement Awards program

#3.
Ross Environmental Services, Inc., submitted Class 2 permit modification request to its Ohio Hazardous Waste Facility RCRA Part B permit to the OHEPA. Public hearing will be held March 25 from 5 pm – 7 pm at Ross Incineration Services, 36790 Giles Rd. Grafton. RSVP to Ms. Kelch before March 24 at 366-2076.  Comments on the permit can be submitted within 60 days from February 10 to Neil Wasilk, OHEPA, Division of Hazardous Waste Management, 2110 E. Aurora Rd., Twinsburg, Oh 330-963-1165
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#4.
February 20 at 7:30 a.m., - Workforce Investment Board will meet 42495 N. Ridge Rd., Elyria

#5.
National Association of Police Organization applauds inclusion of Cops, Byrne-Jag Funding in house version of stimulus bill.  January 15 House Democrats released their version of the stimulus bill, the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act.  Included in bill is $4 billion for state and local law enforcement assistance programs; $3 billion for Byrne Justice Assistance Grant and $1 billion for Community Oriented Policy Services hiring program. (cc: Sheriff)

#6.
March 18 at 10:15 a.m. – Sheriff’s sale of real estate for Gerald G. Hyde Jr., aka Gerald G. Hyde Et Al for 4315 Shore drive, Lorain (cc: LCCDD/Twining/Prosecutor Serazin)

#7.
A proud Lorain City resident and county supporter commended on the recent “letter to the editor” in the Morning Journal from Mr. Tim Dravas. Stating the Commissioners job is difficult, he supports the foresight by placing the tax on the ballot. Operating and funding government entities is not an easy task.  He commended the board on their diligence and loyalty to the community

#8.
Mayor Barbara O’Keefe, Village of Wellington letter to Lt. Governor Lee Fisher asking for assistance.  She stated the Village of Wellington and surrounding townships are at significant risk due to the increased train traffic that has adversely impacted the timely response for the safety forces.  This is the 12th year of consideration for a railroad grade separation at the SR58 crossing of the CSX-Norfolk southern rail line.  Part of the delay came as a result of the issue being forced upon the local ballot and in November 2005 this was approved by a 2-1 margin.  In fall of 2007, ODOT stated the project was subject to a significant increase in cost.  Village of Wellington is prepared to cover 5% of the original project estimate of $500,000 and the potential for their share to increase to $1 million would severely impact the Village’s budget.  This project received approval to Tier 1 on January 12, 2006 status.  This project is shovel ready and what better project to kick off this effort and possibly provide some local job opportunities
#9.
May 14, 2009 from 8 am – 3pm, Solon Community Center, 4th Annual Northeast Ohio Snow & Ice Technologies Workshop. Rsvp to Cheryl Musarar, Cmusarra@solonohio.org 440-248-5834 (cc: Eng)
#10.
Grand Jury Report – Judge Zaleski

#11.
Ohio Department of Development Project Acknowledgment or release of environmental conditions for B-F-08-043-1, B-C-08-043-1 & B-C-08-043-2 (cc: LCCDD)

#12.
Chemtron Corp, Avon is a part b permitted treatment, storage and disposal facility, submitted modification notice to OHEPA

#13.
March 7, 2009 at Noon, Kendal Dining Room, Oberlin – Women’s International Day.  Dr. Eve Sandberg, Political Science Professor, Oberlin College -  “Supporting Democrats, Not Imposing Democracy: A Decade of General Initiatives and Democracies in Morocco and Jordan”. Rsvp by 2/27 at 774-1049 or 775-3711 – Lunch is $8

#14.
State of Ohio has launched the www.recovery.ohio.gov website, which serves as Ohio’s interactive headquarters for all information regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – the federal stimulus package.  Questions or problems go to http://apps.das.ohio.gov/dasoitrecovery/Default.aspx
If you have problems with submittal contact: Recovery.WebSupport@em.oh.gov
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#15.
House Bill 361, passed by the 125th General Assembly creating a funding mechanism for establishing wireless exchange 911 services in Ohio.  At present, a monthly surcharge of .28 cents is assessed to each wireless phone number.  Lorain County submitted its amended countywide 911 plan to PUCO on June 19, 2006 and approval for the release of disbursements from the Wireless 911 Government Assistance Fund was granted by PUCO on June 28, 2006.  Wireless E911 is implemented in 2 phases; 1 – provides tower info and callers contact number to an emergency services dispatcher; 2 – displays both the Phase 1 info and the latitude/longitude of the callers location.  This notice services that on February 4, 2009, Lorain County submitted, along with the amended countywide 911 plan, required by OAC 4901:1-8-03(G)(H) and certified that the countywide wireless E911 was fully implement on February 20, 2008.  Lorain County has expended the cots associated with implementing Phase 2, as outlined in 4931.65(A) and acknowledged that, as the statues is currently written, once the fund is exhausted, allocations will cease and each jurisdiction will receive no further funding for public safety answering point (PSAP) personnel costs through the fund.  The certification was submitted on behalf of Lorain County 911 and does not include other jurisdictions and/or PSAPS, therefore this letter only applied to 911 centers. Any other subdivisions within Lorain County who wish to begin utilizing disbursements from the fund for personnel cots will need to submit separate certification documents as required under ORC 4931.65(B) and OCA 4901:1-8-03(G)(H) (cc: 911/Budget)
#16.
NOACA – as a metropolitan planning organization for Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain and Medina County, will keep all the partners abreast of the new development and funding opportunities provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  NOACA’s stimulus resolution, approved December 2009 is at http://www.noaca.org/economicstimulus.html
#17.
Senator Morano appointed Ranking Minority Member on the Environment and Health, Human Services and Aging Committees
#18.
Ohio Dept of Taxation notified county that April 1, ½% sales and use tax will be effective.  Due to rising production and postage expense, Dept of Taxation will no longer mail notices concerning sales tax rate changes. Al l registered vendors in Ohio were mailed a postcard at end of June 2007 regarding this change. While this may be a minor inconvenience for some taxpayers, the long-term affect will save Ohio’s taxpayers thousands of dollars.  Questions go to:

1) John OhTax Alter, free service through website sending e-mail notifications announcing rate changes and other important information concerning taxes at www.tax.ohio.gov and click on OHTaxAlert

2) Visit www.tax.ohio.gov click on Ohio taxes, rate changes notifications are posted 60 days prior to effective date of the last day of calendar quarter

3) Call taxpayer service at 1-888-405-4039 2 weeks prior to every calendar quarter

#19.
March 26 at 5 pm, Wesleyan Senior Living - Unveiling of Lorain County’s only Geriatric Assessment Center. Rsvp Tammy at tcascio@loraincountychamber.com
#20.
Lines & Associates, Inc., -will hold hearing on the FY2009 Community Housing Improvement (CHIP) grant for the following; (cc: LCCDD)

1) Vermilion City Council Chamber, 685 Decatur Street - 1st hearing – February 25 at 10 am – 2nd hearing – March 4 at 10 am 

2) Oberlin City Planning Department Conference Room, 69 S. Main Street – 1st hearing February 24 at 2 pm – 2nd hearing on march 3 at 2 pm

3) Sheffield Lake City Council Chambers, 609 Harris Road, 1st hearing February 24 at 10 am – 2nd hearing March 3 at 10 am
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#21.
Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray send materials received anonymously by a constituent relating to the Nord Center and the four board members filing lawsuit on the misuse of taxpayer’s money
#22.
LORCO requesting support for their American Recovery and Reinvestment Act on the Phase 1 project in Carlisle and Eaton Township.  This is a shovel ready project and has potential to reduce debt obligation on this project by perhaps 25%.  This sound well-designed plan will benefit both Township and make significant long-term impact on environmental health of the Black River watershed
#23.
Oberlin College is a nationally recognized leader in sustainability and environmental studies.  Some accomplishments include; one-third of the food served in the dining hall are locally grown, using student activity fees to subsidize public transportation, and building in 1999; renowned Lewis Center for Environmental Students a “a paradigm for sustainage design”. Next fall they will open the most environmentally advanced music building the world, utilizing the research and experience gather at the Lewis Center. The leadership has been lauded by the National Wildlife Foundation and Sierra Club. Through the collaborative initiative, Oberlin College and town are creating new jobs, lowering carbon footprint and enhancing the quality of life. The following projects/priorities are their unprecedented opportunity jump start energy efficiently and renewal energy for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009;
1) College and Community Green Arts District. College creating arts center, urban redevelopment project, where leading edge research and best practice will be shared. Cost estimate $25-30 million. District designed to revaluate the regional economy, will cost $300-500 million over 8-10 years

a. Allen Memorial Art Museum is in need of physical plant upgrades to achieve level of sustainability and includes installation of new energy efficient system to replace a 30 year old antiqued system ($3.35 million); installation of geothermal well system and heat pump ($600,000); construction elements to achieve LEED silver certification, including use of sustainable material, rainwater harvesting and construct waste management ($1 million) and retrofitting existing space with in footprint of museum to expand d storage ($1 lion)
2) Landfill gas project – acquire rights to local landfill and expand current landfill gas into generation plant producing power, heat and motor fuel.  This will effectively remove Oberlin from the carbon grid” and crate a source of clean power for Northeast Ohio.  Acquisition is estimate to cost $8-12 million, infrastructure will be additional $10-12 million

3) Energy Generation in Downtown Oberlin Phase 1 – collaborating with private sustainable community associates, college to building ground-sourced heating and cooling, and photovoltaic facility providing heating, cooling and power to entire city place. H/C and PV estimate cost $2.75-2.9 million

4) Apollo Theater Structural Renovation Phase 1 – College recently purchased landmark since 1914 and continue to operate local movie theater will transforming it into a carbon-neutral venue for college and community based arts program. Code compliance cost estimate is $1.2-1.4 million

G.
Public Comment:  (Please limit comments to 3 minutes   Thank-you)

Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. and subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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