March 12, 2009

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building,

226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:36 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Lori Kokoski, President, Commissioner Ted 
Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Betty Blair Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk. 








JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.


Commissioner Kokoski had a thought for the day: “I can not give you the formula for success, but I can give you the formula for failure, which is trying to please everybody”


Commissioner Blair presented a female Australian cattle dog fond on Murray Ridge Road, Elyria that is available on March 14 at 3 pm in cage 3


The following business was transacted


__________________

A.







PROCLAMATIONS:

9:30 a.m.
Proclaim March as Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities – Dr. Amber Fisher, Superintendent – MRDD




Commissioner Kokoski read the proclamation. Dr. Fisher thanked the board and said, “it is very important that they promote awareness and continuation of the contributions of our most vulnerable citizens.  For more than 41 years, Murray Ridge Center has had the privilege in providing necessary support to Lorain county individuals with developmental disabilities. Through a variety of programs of early intervention services to functional academics for Lorain county students with the most serious intellectual physical and behavior challenges, they have been able to continue these services with the support.  They have all day work activity centers, coordination of community based vocational opportunity and provisions of residential services to individual families who are no longer able to provide the necessary supervision and care. Murray Ridge Center has been able to provide these most important needs of adults with developmental disability with the community support.  And is most appreciative in these economic times to continued the work and on behalf of friends, neighbors, children and co workers with developmental disabilities and they at Murray Ridge remain committed to be good stewards of public funds. On behalf of herself, board of directors and more than 2,000 Lorain county individuals with intellectual disabilities they applaud the Commissioners to once again declare March as Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities awareness month.

Obey and Sara thanked the Commissioners.  Sara said she enjoys the activities and work she does.
Pictured below is; Commissioner Kokoski, Dr. Amber Fisher, Commissioner Kalo, Commissioner Blair and Sara and Obey.
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B.







PRESENTATIONS:
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9:35 a.m.
Don Bates, Director – Lorain County Veterans Office introduced Robert Childers, Veterans Commissioners President; Robert Mackin, Veterans Commission representing Amvets and Dana Perisi – Administrative Assistant.  Mr. Bates said the office has three tasks; 1) financial assistant to Veterans; 2) transportation to va hospitals and 3) va claims.  Mr. Bates said the office is mandated by ORC 5901, he took over in January 2008 and no changes were done until May 2008.  The staffing is 1 full time service officers (which is deployed right now), 2 financial assistances investigators, 1 van driver and 1 administrative assistant.  The biggest change he made was office hours are by appointment only with the staffing that is available, walk ins could not be accommodated, which is not fair to the Veterans to wait and sit around.  This change did bring complaints, the hours are Monday – Friday 8 am – 4 pm, appointment sign in sheet, first come first serve on transportation services.  If you are a no show on the transportation, 2nd time is probation for 6 months because this is taken a seat away from another Veteran.  In 2007 there were 957,889 veterans in the State of Ohio, Lorain County has 26,838 with 6,500 contacts for financial assistance; 411 were assisted with financial aid; 58 denied benefits and 6 over budget.  In 2008, there were 3,382 office visits and transported 1,600 veterans.  This year through DAV chapter in Lorain sold chapter home, donated the money to purchase a vehicle and will give to Lorain County Veterans commission.  The office will have to hire another driver and will transport veterans to va in Lorain and trying to get it wheelchair accessible and will be donated by Ford disabled vets.  The maintenance and fuel will be taken by VA, Lorain County Veterans Service will need a driver.  In 2008, there were 458 va claims processed for benefits.  November 18, 2008 the office made changes in financial aid because with the budget constraints and in accordance with 5901 the office is allowed to get .5 mills from the property tax and if he were to request, it would bankrupt the county, it equal around $3 million.  The financial assistance is temporary assistance, this is the property tax given back to the veterans and intended to help on a temporary basis and a key change was the duration of time.  It is offered right now up to 6 months of assistance and the time frame between requests went from 6 months to 12 months because after review of files there were many repeat claimers.  Also a veteran is entitled to receive benefits over a lifetime (i.e. 48 months served in military = 48 months of assistance) but there could be exception under review case by case.  Probation period was changed for falsified documents were 1 year is now 2 years.  The Veterans Service Commission is a county office not a federal office the number to va is 1-800-827-1000 for verification of income.  With the deployment of Alshi Williams, Yolanda Bond is training to be a service officer, which takes 18 months.  He feels the by appointment is given a fair opportunity for each and every veterans to be heard, it is there time to be heard when they come to see him.  He is sorry that he does not get back to people the same day they call but he will and if it is an emergency situation, they know to call the va.

He showed the following power point;

· The Veterans Service Commission is legislated by the State of Ohio and funded by Lorain County property taxes.

· Each of the 88 Veterans Service Commissions in the State of Ohio has a board of five Commissioners created under the Ohio Revised Code, ORC 5901, this law provides help to those veterans who have served our country honorably and are now in need of assistance. It is to this end that the Lorain County Veterans Service Commission devotes a major portion of its resources.

· The mission of the Veterans Service Commission is to continue to provide direct and indirect financial assistance and other benefits to veterans and their dependents who have met with an unexpected hardship resulting from illness, injury, or loss of employment, and meet eligibility requirements.   

· Veterans Service Commission financial assistance is temporary in nature and is meant to prevent undue hardship for veterans and their families until other Federal, State, or Local benefits can be obtained.

· The Commission has established outreach programs with other county Veteran Organizations to assist veterans and their dependents in initiating claims for benefits, obtaining documents to substantiate proof for these benefits, provides free graves and funerals for honorably discharged indigent veterans, and procures grave markers for veterans. Transportation for medical treatment to Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center .

· We provide free transportation to the VA medical facilities of Wade Park and Brecksville. Call (440)284-4625 for information to reserve a seat on the County Van.  The van runs on Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to completion of the day. The two pick-up locations are listed below:

· Lorain: VA Outpatient Clinic, W 20th off Broadway Ave.

· Elyria: Administration Building, 3rd and Middle Ave.

Filing Procedures

· Proper forms ( 21-526), 21-22, 21-4138, DD214, Dependency Documents.)

· 21-526—Original Claim Only.  Only has to be filed one time.

· 21-22 POA– One for vet, Surviving spouse, Chapter 35 claimants.

· 21-4138– Multi-purpose.  Reopened claim. (SC and IR), Waiver of overpayment, NOD’s, etc.

· DD214—Certified copy

· Dependency documents—21-686c, 21-674, M.L., Divorce Decree

Service-connected claims

· Informal/Formal Claims

· Be Specific

· Specify date and place of VAMC records

· Private Medical Evidence (21-4142 or obtain themselves)

· Medical Opinion (“At least likely as not” or “more likely than not”)

Non-Service-Connected Pension Claims

· Wartime service

· Certain VA benefits require service during wartime. Under the law, VA recognizes these war periods:
Mexican Border Period: May 9, 1916, through April 5, 1917, for veterans who served in Mexico, on its borders or in adjacent waters.
World War I: April 6, 1917, through Nov. 11, 1918; for veterans who served in Russia, April 6, 1917, through April 1, 1920; extended through July 1, 1921, for veterans who had at least one day of service between April 6, 1917, and Nov. 11, 1918.
World War II: Dec. 7, 1941, through Dec. 31, 1946.
Korean War: June 27, 1950, through Jan. 31, 1955.
Vietnam War: Aug. 5, 1964 (Feb. 28, 1961, for veterans who served “in country” before Aug. 5, 1964), through May 7, 1975.
Gulf War: Aug. 2, 1990, through a date to be set by law or Presidential Proclamation.

· 21-526 or 21-527

· Age 65 or older (Use EVR or 21-4138 for Income)

Veterans presentation cont.
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Dependency and Indemnity Compensation Claims

· Compensation stops when vet dies.

· Vet dies from SC disability or SC disability is contributory cause 

· Compensation at 100% for ten continuous years.

· VA Forms (21-22, 21-534, 21-530, 29-4125, 40-1330)

· Copy of funeral bill paid in full.

· Death Certificate

Non-Service Connected Death Pension Claims

· Wartime Service for veteran

· VA Forms (21-22, 21-534, 21-530, 29-4125, 40-1330)

· Verification of income

· Unreimbursed medical expenses

· Life Insurance—forty-five (45) day rule

Accrued Benefits

· Automatic claim when 21-534 is filed.

· Claim must be pending at time of death.

· Can receive compensation for last two years.

· Can go past two years if CUE is involved.

Case Development

· In any case sent to the DVA we should ask ourselves the question “What does VA need to rate this case?”

· There are different criteria that must be met in cases for service connection or pension, death cases or education.

· Therefore, we first must identify what type of case we are filing with the VA.

· A Formal claim requires the duty of the VA to assist the veteran with the development of their case.  An Informal claim does not, until it is formalized within 1 year. 

· In order to identify the type of case the veteran is addressing, let us look at the Seven ways to service connect a claim.
· Principles Relating to Service Connection

· General – 38 CFR 3.303 (a)

· Chronicity and continuity – (b), VA pays only for chronic and continuing disabilities.

· Preservice disabilities – (c)

· Postservice diagnosis – (d)

Case Development (7 methods)

· 38 CFR 3.304 – Direct basis

· 38 CFR 3.306 – Aggravation

· 38 CFR 3.307 – Presumptive

· 38 CFR 3.309 – Presumptive diseases

· 38 CFR 3.310 – Secondary Conditions

· 38 CFR 3.317 – Undiagnosed Illnesses

· 38 CFR 3.358 - Malpractice/Voc Rehab cases 

· 38 CFR 3.383 – Paired organs & extremities

· The bilateral factor is not applicable unless there is partial disability of compensable degree in each of 2 paired extremities, or muscles.
· In most cases there are three criteria that must be met. VAF- 526, DD -214

· Does the veteran have a diagnosis or disability now?

· Is there evidence of in-service injury, illness or disease process?

· Has competent medical authority determined that there is a nexus/link between the two?

Case Development (Evidence)

· The evidence needed to satisfy the criteria set-forth by VA varies widely.

· Evidence of Honorable service.  Service medical records.

· Evidence of a current chronic condition (Dr’s statement, treatment records, hospital reports)

· Buddy statements of type, places and circumstances of service.

· Spouse/Dependents information.

Case Development (Pension)

· In Non-service connected pension cases there are three criteria as well.  VAF 21-527.

· Honorable War-time service.  At least 90 days.

· A present diagnosed disability permanent and total in nature.

· Age 65 or older

· Little or no income from any source to include: SSA, Railroad retirement, Military retirement etc…

· In pension cases we can use unreimbursed medical expenses to offset total income.  

    For example: TFI – UME = Net income

· UME’s can be prescription drug cost, doctor’s visit cost, health insurance premiums, mileage, etc.

· TFI is total family income (spouse, children).

· VA holds any taxable income against the veteran for purposes of NSC pension.  This includes social security income, social security disability income, but NOT SSI. 

· SSI, supplemental security income is a small monthly amount to include food stamps.

Case Development (Death)

· There are three things we apply for in all death cases. VAF – 21-534.

· Service connection cause of death (DIC).  Automatic if receiving compensation at 100% rate for 10 continuous years.

· POW’s—receiving compensation at the 100% rate for one year.

· Non-service connected death pension. (widow’s pension)

· The Accrued Benefits for the month in which the veteran died.

· The VA will need a copy of:

· The death certificate

· The funeral bill

· The spouse’s income

· The spouse’s medical expenses

· The spouse’s medical condition (housebound or A/A)

Case Development (Burial)

· The VAF 21-530 is used to file for burial allowances.

· Service connected cause of death pays $2000.

· Non-service connected death pays $600.

· If the remains are unclaimed from a VAMC the VA pays for burial at a National Cemetery.
· Headstone marker - VAF 40-1330
· Flag – VAF 90-2008
· Presidential Memorial Certificate – contact local VARO.
Veterans presentation cont.
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· Social Security Administration also pays a burial allowance.  $255.

Case Development (Education)

· When a veteran is granted service connection, he/she maybe entitled to Vocational Rehabilitation under Chapter 31.

· VAF 28- 1900 is used to apply for Voc Rehab.  An additional allowance is paid for subsistence and dependents.  

· The veteran has 12 years to use up to 48 months of entitlement. 

· After 12 year eligibility expires; can reapply if receives an increase in disability rating.

Case Development

· You can reopen a claim at any time when you have new and material evidence that supports your contentions.  Not all evidence is new and material.

· New and Material evidence only needed to service connect a condition.

· Keep in mind however, a claim can be reduced or severed if it is not protected.

· Protection for the establishment of service connection is 10 years.

· Protection for the evaluation assigned to a service connected condition is 20 years.

Commissioner Kokoski said her concerns were that veterans are calling and the calls are not being returned in a timely fashion and they can 

not just, walk in the office to get paperwork.  Mr. Bates said he usually receives 32 calls per day and he returns them in the order they are received and the office is undermanned, they do the best the can and each veterans is given undivided attention when they are seen or called back.  

Commissioner Kalo asked if there are any other service officers that can fill in until Alshi gets back.  Mr. Bates said only Al Urbanek and he is in Florida.  

Commissioner Kokoski said more people are retuning and the demand will be greater.  Mr. Bates said once a company is returned from deployment the VA goes to the site and they are given triage and benefits and services are explained.  Commissioner Kokoski said the forms need to be available even without an appointment.

Ed Hatcher, Sheffield Township said he made contact with va in 1971 and they always found time to schedule.  He knows when a claim is to 

be filled an appointment is necessary but it is unprofessional when no one can just walk in to get information and when people are referred to the VA number, this is a bad situation.

Jose, Lorain said he has spoke with Veterans and heard stories that claims are lost and office is undermanned to handle the 26,000 vets, 
volunteers are needed and he would be willing to do this, but the Veterans office says these people need to be licenses.  He is a 5 year Navy Vet, went to college and he thinks he is capable of answering a phone.  He called on March 5, did not receive a call back until March 10, he ended up going to Cleveland to get his claim filed.  He said the no walk ins is a slap in the face to the vets and feels that the unemployment side needs to be on the same page as the Veterans office, there seems to be no team aspect. He heard Don say that phone calls are the lowest priority, this means that veterans are the lowest priority, we pay taxes, we are his boss, this is a bad attitude, and they seem to be an inconvenience and treats us like 2nd and 3rd class citizens.  The President said Veterans are number one and things need to change.
Commissioner Kokoski said she hopes that more money is given to the county veterans commission because she does not believe that when Don 
says the phone calls are his last priority, she believes he means is the person in front of him takes first priority so phone calls are secondary.  Patience needs to be practice until an additional body is in the office.  Jose said the past officers were prejudice they would not serve African Americans  and prejudice is bad and the officers get paid too much and do to little for the vets.
Commissioner Kokoski asked if volunteers could be used to answer the phone.  Mr. Bates said volunteers are ok but the phone lines are limited.  
He said no claims are lost at Veterans Commission office they go to the VA and unemployment is aware of the changes that were made.  He also stated that he took a $6,000  pay cut to come to Lorain County he is very passionate for the veterans and does many outside presentations that are above the office hours.  
Robert Mackin, Lorain County Veterans Commission representing Amvets said when he put a claim in December 2008, it was 400 days 

before he heard anything from the VA.  He also said that he has been on the board for a year and has never heard of a complaint relating to the Veterans Office and Cuyahoga County receives $12 million/year in funds for their veteran’s office.  They have also looked into putting the office at the VA in Lorain.
Ed Hatcher said the Veterans Commission needs to put an ad in the paper and explain the service that is provided to the veterans.

County Administrator Cordes said he appreciates what the office does and he will look into putting a hotline into the office and get the 

RSVP seniors to work the phone lines.  He understands that the ORC spells out what funds are due to the veterans and appreciates the office and funds are used for direct payments not for staffing.  He said when the One Stop Service Center was located on North Ridge Road it was mandated when the Veterans were in South Lorain at Koury Building to be located here.  In addition, it would make sense if the Veterans Office was located at St. Joes but also many changes are taken place at the federal level and had discussions with Sherrod Brown.  Commissioner Kalo said there was around $177,000 received for South Shore, Mr. Cordes said yes from Sutton and Brown office.


Robert Childers, President – Lorain County Veterans Services said he has been taking calls at the office.

Commissioner Kokoski said we need to put information on the website, Mr. Bates said it is already there.









______________________(discussion was held on the above)

C.







APPOINTMENTS:


9:45 a.m.
Dennis Will, Lorain County Prosecutor said he requested 4 – 2009 Ford Crown Victoria’s in the amount of $81,737 on the December 23, 2009 agenda, but the Board pulled.  He wanted to explain that the monies that were to be used to purchase was from the money recovered from the justice center and why they chose the Crown Victoria’s over the Taurus.  It comes down to functionality and durability, Crown Vic is used by law enforcement and has the durability. They looked at the Ford Taurus and Focus and Chevy Impalas but these are smaller vehicles, they do investigations and transport witness and prosecutors and have 2 sworn officers that work with US Marshall and Drug Task Force.  In speaking with North Ridgeville regarding durability their crown vics are 13 years old, with 150,000 miles the platform is bigger, and maintenance repair is cost effective.  In speaking with Akron and Elyria regarding the Taurus, the cars are good but are not seeing the fuel savings with these cars.  Crown vics average around 8 years, but of course, this gets exceeded. With all the factors and all the needs, the best package this would be a much greater long terms savings to the county.

Commissioner Kalo said he spoke 1 year ago and money came out of what was returned to the general fund with the prosecutions of one of the people relating to the justice center.



___________________ (discussion was held on the above)
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-158


APPROVING LORAIN COUNTY JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following Lorain County Job and 

Family Services Bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

SCHEDULE


VOUCHER #



DESCRIPTION


AMOUNT

H9-1089







Administrative expenses

$1,104.00

H9-1095







Administrative expenses

$1,662.00

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-159
In the matter of confirming Investments as procured by the )

Lorain County Treasurer




    )
March 12, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby confirm Investments as procured by the Lorain 

County Treasurer.

	
	DATE
	DESCRIPTION
	CERT
	AMOUNT
	INTEREST EARNED  / ON
	INT RATE
	MATURE DATE
	INV WITH
	ACCT #

	1
	3/3/2009
	CERT OF DEPOSIT
	88742
	$14,000,000 
	invested for 21 days
	0.27%
	3/24/2009
	EST
	5-999739



Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-160
In the matter of authorizing various appropriations)

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various appropriations:

$
1,300.00
to be appropriated to;
refunds & reimbursements as a donation form Dennis p will to lc prosecutor salary
$
1,300.00
to
1000-0000-220-000-01-5000-5001
acct/prosecutor gen fund

$
4,079.90
to be appropriated to
salary reimburse from lc jvs/sheriff gen fund
$
4,079.90
to
1000-0000-550-000-03-5000-5001

$
8,669.00
to be appropriated to
all accounts w/needed amount of money to cover exp for year 09/sheriff Columbia
$
6,500.00
to
1020-0000-550-000-03-5000-5005

$
1,900.00
to
1020-0000-550-000-03-5040-0000

$
160.00

to
1020-0000-550-000-03-5060-0000

$
109.00

to
1020-0000-550-000-03-5100-0000

$
420.00

to be appropriated to
pay bill to Ohio elections commission fund/filing fees

$
420.00

to
1040-0000-540-000-01-7070-0000

$
65,000.00
to be appropriated to
amend to meet additional spending/lcdjfs

$
65,000.00
to
2280-0000-260-264-06-5100-0000

$
266.40

to be appropriated to
cover workers comp exp for 09 budget/pros detrac

$
266.40

to
2500-0000-220-000-01-5100-0000

$
750.00

to be appropriated to
workers comp 09/golden acres Medicaid
$
750.00

to
3422-0000-100-000-05-5100-0000

$
90,000.00
to be appropriated to
equipment, computer equipment and vehicle equipment/cbcf

$
30,000.00
to
8300-0000-660-000-14-6050-0000

$
30,000.00
to
8300-0000-660-000-14-6050-6054

$
30,000.00
to
8300-0000-660-000-04-6050-6058

$
8,337.70
to be appropriated to
incurred expenses/auditor u trust
$
8,337.70
to
8310-8354-100-000-14-7070-0000

$
605.63

to be appropriated to
additional obligations for 09/soil & water

$
605.63

to
8850-8850-640-000-14-6000-6000


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

d.4







RESOLUTION NO. 09-161
In the matter of authorizing various account & fund transfers)

March 12, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various account & fund transfers:

Account transfers;

$
1,119.19
from
1000-0000-100-000-01-5000-5001
proj exp/comm gen fund



To
1000-0000-100-000-01-5100-0000

$
452.76

from
1000-0000-100-100-01-5000-5001




To
1000-0000-100-100-01-5100-0000

$
10,624.55
from
1000-0000-100-104-01-5000-5001




To
1000-0000-100-104-01-5100-0000

$
663.84

from
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-100-106-01-5100-0000

$
3,731.30
from
1000-0000-100-108-01-6100-6102




To
1000-0000-100-108-01-5100-0000

$
135.00

from
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-100-110-01-5100-0000

$
3,327.01
from
1000-0000-100-118-01-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-100-110-01-5100-0000

Resolution No. 09-161 cont.
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$
912.90

from
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000
proj exp/comm gen fund




To
1000-0000-100-122-03-5100-0000

$
1,906.19
from
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000

$
1,111.36
from
1000-0000-100-116-01-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-650-000-02-5100-0000

$
4,100.00
from
1000-0000-210-000-01-7220-0000
pers exp/treasurer




To
1000-0000-210-000-01-5040-0000

$
15,500.00
from
1000-0000-220-000-01-6050-0000
pers & workers comp exp for 09/prosecutors




To
1000-0000-220-000-01-5040-0000

$
2,067.82
from
1000-0000-220-000-01-7070-0000




To
1000-0000-220-000-01-5100-0000

$
1,269.35
from
1000-000-0220-220-01-6000-0000
workers comp exp for 09/pros ivd




To
1000-0000-220-220-01-5100-0000

$
220.00

from
1000-0000-240-000-01-6200-0000
pers & payroll exp/board of revision




To
1000-0000-240-000-01-5040-0000

$
1,316.00
from
1000-0000-240-000-01-7070-0000




To
1000-0000-240-000-01-5000-5001

$
1,500.00
from
1000-0000-240-000-01-6000-0000




To
1000-0000-240-000-01-5000-5001

$
730.00

from
1000-0000-240-000-01-6050-0000




To
1000-0000-240-000-01-5000-5001

$
682.50

from
1000-0000-300-320-04-6200-0000
pers/tax map





To
1000-0000-300-320-04-5040-0000

$
483.00

from
1000-0000-360-000-02-5100-0000
exp/common pleas court/court adm



To
1000-0000-360-372-02-5100-0000

$
64.00

from
1000-0000-360-000-02-5100-0000




To
1000-0000-360-374-02-2100-0000

$
13,500.00
from
1000-0000-400-436-02-5000-5001
payroll exp/dr




To
1000-0000-400-408-02-5000-5001

$
3,450.00
from
1000-0000-400-436-02-5040-0000




To
1000-0000-400-408-02-5040-0000 deleted/budget on 3/13/09 tlu
$
1,750.00
from
1000-0000-400-406-02-5000-5001




To
1000-0000-400-406-02-5040-0000

$
2,000.00
from
1000-0000-520-000-03-7070-0000
inadequate appro for pers fund; inadequate appro for workers
To
1000-0000-520-000-03-5040-0000

comp/coroner gen fund

$
2,800.00
from
1000-0000-520-000-03-6050-6054



To
1000-0000-520-000-03-5100-0000

$
18,641.65
from
1000-0000-540-000-01-7220-0000
pay exp for 09/elections



To
1000-0000-540-000-01-5100-0000

$
15,000.00
from
1000-0000-540-000-01-6000-0000




To
1000-0000-454-000-01-5040-0000

$
3,000.00
from
1000-0000-540-000-01-6200-6202




To
1000-0000-540-000-01-7200-7200

$
4,016.46
from
1000-0000-610-000-06-7070-7097




To
1000-0000-610-000-06-5100-0000

$
7,000.00
from
2300-0000-260-260-06-6200-0000
amend to meet additional spending/wia




To
2300-0000-260-260-06-6200-6218

$
5,000.00
from
2300-0000-260-260-06-6200-0000




To
2300-0000-260-260-06-7200-0000

$
20,000.00
from
3200-0000-580-000-06-5100-0000
yr end exp/lccs




To
3200-0000-580-000-06-6050-6050

$
20,000.00
from
3200-0000-580-000-06-6200-6217




To
3200-0000-580-000-06-6050-6050
$
1,890.00
from
8100-fy10-100-000-14-5100-0000
workers comp/cffc




To
8100-fy09-100-000-14-5100-0000

$
260.00

from
8100-fy09-100-000-14-5080-5080




To
8100-fy09-100-000-14-5100-0000

Fund transfers;

$
450,000.00
from
1000-0000-999-000-01-9900-9900
gen fund to jail facility to insure adequate levels due to timing




To
2200-0000-999-000-03-4900-4900
of sales tax receipts and depletion of cash

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________
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JOURNAL ENTRY

There were no advances/repayments for this day.

________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-162
In the matter of authorizing the purchase of supplies and)

Services for various county departments


)
March 12, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize the purchase of supplies and services for various County departments.

541-09 Adult Probation (2560) 
Reagents and Supplies for Lab        
Abbott Laboratories 
12,000.00


Lorain County Adult Probation Dept – Total -----------------------------------
$  12,000.00

542-09 CBCF (8300)
 BPO Mar-May 09 Re-agents and supplies for drug  Abbott Laboratories 
21,000.00

 
Lorain County Lor/Med CBCF Dept – Total -------------------------------------
---$  21,000.00

543-09 Clerk of Courts
 Provide Monthly support and maint. Agree.   
GBS                
  4,166.67


Lorain County Clerk of Courts Dept – Total ------------------------------------
--$  4,166.67

544-09 Commissioners
 DOL 2-20-09 Lorain County Pros. Vehicle       
Murphy Brothers     
 1,793.92

 
Lorain County Commissioners Dept – Total -------------------------------------
--$   1,793.92

545-09 Domestic Rel. 
Video Grade 30 mil. Standard PVC cards, etc  
 Identiphoto         
   247.75

 546-09 Domestic Rel. (2610)
Nursing Services for Mar 2009          
Rudolph, Judy     
   3,150.00

 547-09 Domestic Rel. (2610) 
“Dream Catchers” at risk program      
 Womens Develop.     
 5,000.00

 548-09 Domestic Rel. (2100) 
Courtflow- Add on License, Software    
VIQ Solutions       
14,548.92

 
Lorain County Domestic Relations Dept – Total -------------------------------
----$ 22,946.67 ---------------------- 

 549-09 Drug Task (3440) BPO 
Copy Usage for the year 2008         
  MT Business      
    1,403.48


Lorain County Drug Task Force Dept – Total ------------------------------
--------$  1,403.48

550-09 Engineers (2580) 
Glass Beads type A                      
   Potters Ind.     
  46,400.00

 551-09 Engineers (2580) 
TM-2353 Type 1 Yellow, TM-2352 Type 1 Wh.  
Sherwin Williams   
112,895.75


Lorain County Engineers Dept – Total -----------------------------------------
--$ 159,295.75

552-09 Job & Family (2280) 
Amendment to P.O. 2009001041 Snowplow   
Dave’s Snowplowing  
 8,500.00


Lorain County Job & Family Services Dept – Total ---------------------------
----$   8,500.00

553-09 Maintenance 
SUPER BPO Repairs of Various County Vehicles    Mullinax           
  5,000.00

 554-09 Maintenance
 IT Room Panel and Transformer Installation     
 South Shore Elec.   
 5,999.00

Lorain County Maintenance Dept – Total -------------------------------
----------$  10,999.00

555-09 Prosecutor’s (2500) 
Envelopes                           
    Mehco Custom   
        282.42

 556-09 Prosecutor’s  
Envelopes                                    
 Mehco Custom        
   470.70

 557-09 Prosecutor’s  
Envelopes                                   
  Mehco Custom       
  1,129.68

 
Lorain County Prosecutor’s Dept – Total -------------------------------------
--$    1,882.80

558-09 Solid Waste (2260) 
SBPO Jan-Dec 09 Allocation               
Elyria City Health
  60,000.00

 559-09 Solid Waste (2260)
 32 Assemblies on Recycling for LC Sch.   
Boslough, David    
 15,200.00


Lorain County Solid Waste Dept – Total -----------------------------------------
-$ 75.200.00

560-09 Transit (7200)
 Professional Services to Updated Technical  
 RLS & Associates  
  10,000.00


Lorain County Transit Dept –Total ---------------------------------------------
--$ 10,000.00

561-09 Veteran’s  
POW-MIA Flags, and 12 x 18 US Flags             
 Centec Cast Metal  
  7,013.00


Lorain County Veteran’s Dept – Total ------------------------------------------
--$  7,013.00 ------------------------


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-163
In the matter of authorizing Travel Expenses to various       )

personnel to attend meetings of interest to their departments)
March 12, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize travel expenses to various personnel to attend meeting of interest to their departments.

Lorain County Job & Family Services

 063-09 Moraco, Sandy Case Banking/ Metro 10 Meeting      Hamilton/Columbus   3/18-19/09        143.40

 064-09 Koch, Colleen Case Banking/Metro 10 Meeting       Hamilton/Columbus   3/18-19/09        143.40

 065-09 Slovak, Marian Case Banking/Metro 10 Meeting      Hamilton/Columbus   3/18-19/09        189.40

 066-09 Kostka, Febronia OCAPS Conference                 Columbus, OH        3/23-24/09        370.92

 067-09 Griffin, Kathryn OCAPS Conference                 Columbus, OH        3/23-24/09        410.92

 068-09 Reichert, Julie Cleveland Browns’ Event           North Olmsted, OH   12/1/08            24.57

 069-09 Ralson, Hesana Cleveland Browns’ Event            North Olmsted, OH   12/1/08            24.49

 070-09 Wheeler, Melissa Cleveland Browns’ Event          North Olmsted, OH   12/1/08            14.04

 071-09 Ruiz, Tammy Cleveland Browns’ Event               North Olmsted, OH   12/1/08            21.65

 072-09 King, Jeff OJFSDA Fiscal Committee Meeting        Columbus, OH        3/16-17/09        196.40

Lorain County Workforce Development 

 073-09 Alexander, Vivian Amendment to Res 09-125 Precon. Washington, DC      3/6-10/09        280.00


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-164





APPROVING BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

	VENDOR
	PURPOSE
	ACCOUNT #
	AMOUNT

	General
	
	
	

	Debra Kvatek
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	Sandra Ballard
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	Marla Greenhill
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	Mullinax
	Vehicle Expenses
	1000 0000 100 112 01 6380 6380
	$723.03 

	Young Security 
	Supplies
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6000 0000
	$23.36 

	Perkins Motor Service
	Vehicle Expenses
	1000 0000 100 112 01 6380 6380
	$130.76 

	Cintas Corporation
	Uniform Rental
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6600 6602
	$218.90 

	United Refrigeration
	Supplies
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6000 0000
	$93.15 

	UZ Engineered Products
	Supplies
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6000 0000
	$518.89 

	H & H Auto Parts
	Vehicle Expenses
	1000 0000 100 112 01 6380 6380
	$48.50 

	Speed Exterminating
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6380
	$45.00 

	Webb Supply 
	Supplies
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6000 0000
	$244.51 

	Leff Electric
	Supplies
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6000 0000
	$104.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$2,180.10 

	9-1-1 Agency 
	
	
	

	Sam's Club 
	Supplies
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$239.52 

	Bobels
	Supplies
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$133.96 

	Priority Dispatch
	Training
	3480 0000 100 000 03 7200 7200
	$610.00 

	Verizon Wireless
	Wireless
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6202
	$63.66 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,047.14 

	Sanitary Engineers
	
	
	

	Lorain County Engineer
	County Gas
	7100 7100 300 304 11 6000 6000
	$1,045.14 

	Lorain County Engineer
	Vehicle Expenses
	7100 7100 300 304 11 6380 6380
	$1,860.59 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$2,905.73 

	Transit
	
	
	

	Vasu Communications
	Radio Repairs
	7200 0000 100 000 11 6380 6380
	$890.73 

	One Park Landing Unit Owner Association
	Late Fee
	7200 0000 100 000 11 7070 0000
	$15.00 

	Ed Mullinax Ford Inc
	Vehicle Expenses
	7200 0000 100 000 11 6380 6380
	$624.61 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,530.34 

	U-Trust
	
	
	

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Other Expenses
	8310 8354 100 000 14 7070 0000
	$8,337.70 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$8,337.70 

	Children and Family Council
	
	
	

	MT Business Technologies
	Part C - Supply 
	8240 FY09 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$47.69 

	MT Business Technologies
	GRF-Supply 
	8210 FY09 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$46.68 

	Angela Burke
	Admin- Other
	8100 FY09 100 000 14 7070 0000
	$50.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$144.37 


	Hospitalization
	
	
	

	Medical Mutual of Ohio 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$263,708.34 

	Wellpoint Pharmacy
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$199,713.83 

	Delta Dental 
	Monthly Invoice
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5085
	$8,005.50 

	Delta Dental 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$116,437.33 

	CompDent
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$3,872.27 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$591,737.27 



Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________









COMMISSIONERS
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JOURNAL ENTRY


Mr. Cordes requested an executive session to discuss personnel/new hires at golden acres, contract labor negotiations and fact finder for Sheriff’s Office.





__________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-165

In the matter of approving and waiving the )

reading of the same for the Lorain County  )


March 12, 2009

Board of Commissioners meeting minutes  )

for; March 5, 2009


     )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve and waive the reading of the same for the Lorain County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes.

For; March 5, 2009
Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





___________________
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The Board of County Commissioners of the County of Lorain, Ohio met in regular session on the 12th day of March, 2009 with the following members present:

Commissioner Lori Kokoski, President

Commissioner Ted Kalo, Vice-President

Commissioner Betty Blair, Member

Commissioner Kokoski introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-166

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY OF LORAIN, OHIO TO GIVE APPLICABLE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE APPROVAL IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE BONDS OF THE LORAIN COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY AND AUTHORIZING OTHER DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4582.21 et seq. of the Ohio Revised Code (the “Act”), port authorities are empowered and authorized to issue revenue bonds for the purpose of financing or refinancing the costs of acquisition, construction, installation or equipping of “port authority facilities”, as defined in the Act; and

WHEREAS, the Lorain County Port Authority (the "Issuer"), a port authority and body corporate and politic duly organized and validly existing under the laws of the State of Ohio, anticipates issuing its revenue bonds, in one or more series, including its Lorain County Port Authority Economic Development Facilities Revenue Bonds, Series 2009A (Kendal at Oberlin Project) and Lorain County Port Authority Economic Development Facilities Revenue Bonds, Series 2009B (Kendal at Oberlin Project) (collectively, the “Series 2009 Bonds”) to (i) finance or refinance the costs of acquisition, construction, installation or equipping of all or a portion of port authority facilities, including without limitation, the acquisition, rehabilitation, construction, equipping and installation of certain improvements to the continuing care retirement community located at 600 Kendal Drive, Oberlin, Ohio, including without limitation, the construction and equipping of new community space, renovation of the dining hall and the construction and equipping of an addition to the assisted living wing (the "Project"), to be owned by Kendal at Oberlin, an Ohio nonprofit corporation (the “Borrower”) and (ii) pay certain costs of issuance of the Series 2009 Bonds; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code"), a public hearing was held by the Issuer in connection with the issuance of the Series 2009 Bonds on March 4, 2009 after publication of notice therefor, evidence of publication of which has been submitted to this Board, and Section 147(f) of the Code also requires that prior to their issuance, the Series 2009 Bonds must be approved by the "applicable elected representative" as defined therein, which in this issuance is the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) of the County of Lorain, Ohio (the “County”);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Board of County Commissioners of the County of Lorain, Ohio:

SECTION 1.  That this Board, as the "applicable elected representative" of the Issuer for purposes of Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, hereby approves the issuance of the Series 2009 Bonds in one or more series in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $5,000,000.  In sole reliance upon information provided by the Borrower, it is anticipated that the proceeds of the Series 2009 Bonds will be used to finance and refinance the costs of the acquisition, construction, installation or equipping of the Project, and that the Project shall be owned by the Borrower.

SECTION 2.  That the Series 2009 Bonds issued by the Issuer shall not be, and are not, general obligations, debt or bonded indebtedness of the County, and the holders or owners of such Series 2009 Bonds shall not have the right to have excises or taxes levied by the County for the payment of principal of, or interest or premium, if any, on such Series 2009 Bonds. Such payment shall be made only from funds provided by the Borrower or its subsidiaries and affiliates.

SECTION 3.  That any County Commissioner or the Clerk of Board be and hereby are authorized to execute and deliver on behalf of the County such other certificates, documents and instruments in connection with the issuance of the Series 2009 Bonds as may be required, necessary or appropriate, including, without limitation, transcript certificates. 

SECTION 4.  That the provisions of this Resolution are hereby declared to be severable and, if any section, phrase or provision shall, for any reason, be declared invalid, such declaration of invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Resolution.

SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all normal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of this Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code, and the rules of this Board in accordance therewith.

SECTION 6. This Resolution shall be effective from and after its adoption.

Commissioner Blair seconded the motion.  A roll call being had upon the question of the passage of the foregoing resolution, the vote thereon resulted as follows:

Ayes:
(3) three; Kokoski, Blair & Kalo

Nays:
(0) none
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-167

In the matter of approving & entering into a )

grant assistance contract with ODOT for the)

SY2009 urban transit program                       )


March 12, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve & enter into a grant assistance contract with ODOT 

for the SY2009 urban transit program. 

Said contract is considered a part hereof to this resolution by reference thereto and can be found on file in the Commissioners/Purchasing and LCT Office.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, ODOT has approved $155,826 to assist in financing the operating assistance period January – December 2009.

BE IT FURTHER RESOVLED, we hereby authorize County Administrator to execute on behalf of the Board with Prosecutors’ approval as to form

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





_____________(discussion was held on the above)
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-168

In the matter of awarding a contract to   )

J. L. Reichert Construction, Inc.  in the  )       


 March 12, 2009

amount of $102,761.75 for Durkee Road)

Bridge #0354 in Eaton Township.            )

WHEREAS, Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer, by letter dated March 10, 2009 submitted the following:

“ We have reviewed the bids that were received for the Durkee Road Bridge #0354 Replacement.  The respondents to this bid were:


 J. L. Reichert Construction, Inc.           $102,761.75

               P. O. Box 1266


Elyria, Ohio  44036

  
Mid-Ohio Structures LLC               
$104,553.51


2214 Ridge Road


Norwalk, Ohio   44857


K.M.U. Trucking & Excavating 

$107,492.75


4436 Center Road


Avon,  Ohio  44011



Schirmer Construction


$107,594.50


31350 Industrial Parkway


North Olmsted, Ohio  44070


Fabrizi Trucking


$108,068.50


389 Columbia Road


Valley City, Ohio  44280


Don Moulds Plantation, Inc.

$112,206.00


9449 Island Road


North Ridgeville, Ohio  44039


RMH Concrete



$115,788.70


4623 West Collins Road


Collins, Ohio  44826

J. L. Reichert Construction, Inc. agrees to commence work on or after June 1, 2009 and to complete all work on or before August 21, 2009.  They have not proposed any substitutions, but are subcontracting the cast-in-place concrete to ECS Engineered Concrete Structures.


We recommend that this bid be awarded to J. L. Reichert Construction, Inc. in the amount of $102,761.75.  Our estimate for this was $117,000.00.  Since this project will be funded in part with OPWC funds, any award should be made contingent upon the receipt of the grant and approval of the Request to Proceed.  Once we receive the approval from OPWC, we will notify  the Board and the contract documents can then be signed.

Thank you for your cooperation with this project.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Lorain County Commissioners that based upon letter dated March 10, 2009 submitted by Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer we hereby award contract to J. L. Reichert, Inc. in the amount of $102,761.75 for the Durkee Road Bridge #0354 in Eaton Township contingent upon OPWC approval of the Request to Proceed.  Local share ($11,303.79) to be paid from Account #2580-0000-300-302-04-6100-6105 (Engineering Projects). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we hereby issue a Notice to Proceed letter effective on or about June 1, 2009 and that work will be completed on or before August 21, 2009 for the above noted project.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, we hereby authorize the County Administrator to notify the County Auditor to release retainage at the completion of the project.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





_______________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-169

In the matter of receiving and filing the )

maps, profiles, schedules and reports     )



March 12, 2009

prepared by County Engineer relating to)

the Roth Ditch, Lateral #1, Columbia     )

Township, Lorain County, Ohio             )


BE IT RESOVLED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby receive and file the maps, profiles, schedules and 

reports prepared by County Engineer relating to the Roth Ditch, Lateral #1, Columbia Township, Lorain County, Ohio.


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Clerk will notify residents of their tentative assessments and schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





___________________

e.







COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR



Mr. James R. Cordes had no further issues for this day.
________________

f.







ASSISTANT COUNTY PROSECUTOR
Mr. Jerry Innes had no issues for this day.

_________________
g.







COMMISSIONERS REPORT



Commissioner Kokoski said the Commissioners meeting should be regularly aired starting this Saturday due to the fire.  Also the State of Ohio of Recovery for individuals regarding food assistance, social security, unemployment, cobra go to oh.gov/recovery/individuals

Commissioner Kalo attended the Workforce Development conference in Washington, DC and drove over to PA to look at their Workforce Development relating to green energy, they have done a good job and their Governor funded $850 million to get them started.  All public policies need to be in concert and will have Team Lorain County put package together.  He heard President Bill Clinton speak on Monday, and met Secretary of Labor Solis.  Also, met Workforce Investment Director, from Nebraska, formerly from Sheffield Lake Paula Gonzales. Monday attended a dinner at capital hill and met with Congresswomen Sutton and Kaptur staff on the stimulus package.  Lorain County has received money for St. Joes Center (only brick and mortar, no operations).  County Administrator Cordes said they also worked on project freeze – real team project.  Many people on the hill speak highly of Lorain County Growth Partnership and a package request was prepared by LCCC.  Commissioner Kalo said the project was looked at and they were amazed, which the state has mirrored.  He said we were asking for money but Congresswomen Kaptur asked Lorain County to do things.  Congresswomen Kaptur asked Lorain County to be presented at BGSU from 1 – 2:30 to review the package, she is positive on commuter rail.  Commissioner Kalo said stimulus includes; $6.3 billion alternative energy; $500 million in retraining for jobs; $9.5 for greener schools; $6.3 million federal; $5 billion winterization for low income housing; $100 million for grid training and $15 billion for transit mostly green transit.  He also said Senator Brown, Congresswomen Sutton and Senator Voinovich gave $1/2 million for wind turbine at parker Hannifin.

Commissioner Blair wished her granddaughter Julie a Happy 16th Birthday.  Also thanked everyone for the well wishes to her husband Chuck he has been a visitor at Community Hospital, but doing better.  She also stated that NOACA would be looking at reviewing the weighted vote as well as commuter rail in Lorain County and Lost Nation Airport in Lake County.









_________________
h.







CLERK’S REPORT





Theresa L. Upton, Clerk had no issues for this day.
__________________

i.







BOARD CORRESPONDENCE




Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution to waive the reading of the same for correspondence. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon resulted as: Ayes: All.


Motion carried.

#1.
Grand Jury Report – Judge Zaleski

#2.
CCAO Board of Trustees minutes from January 23, 2009

#3.
Publications: “CBHA – behavioral health care is health care”; “Electric Co-op today”; “Inside RTA”; “Government weekly enews”; “Village Pioneer”; “Government Product news – webinar on March 18 for save weight, save fuel, save money with “green machine” from American’s body company”; “CIDS #9”; 

#4.
Ohio Water Development Authority – “new planning loan program for un-sewered areas”.  Program available to all local government agencies, water and sewer district and conservancy district and loans available for planning and design of a publicly owned wastewater system for un-sewered areas that have failing on-lot sanitary systems with 0% interest rate. Application accepted until July 15. contact Sue Farmer sue@owda.org or 614-466-0228 or Ken Heigel kheigel@owda.org or 614-466-0257 (cc: Eng / LCCDD)

#5.
The George Jones Farm, Oberlin said in 2008, 450 students from 4 schools visited the farm. The farm installed a handicapped accessible garden. The Memorial learning garden will enable class it is in spring and with support of Solid Waste, they were able to expose children to new experiences and show them that food comes from somewhere besides the grocery store. (cc: LCSWMD)

#6.
Ohio Department of Development monitoring release B-F-04-043-1 (cc: LCCDD)

Board correspondence cont.










March 12, 2009

#7.
OHEPA seeks comments on Lake Erie Shoreline Projects and hearings will be held on March 12 at 6:30 p.m. at Avon Lake Public Library, 32649 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake

1) Charles Schaffner IV, 685 Bridgestone Dr., Avon Lake proposes to construct an l-shaped steel crib pier, concrete seawall w/cap and rear retaining walls at 31944 Lake Rd., Avon Lake resulting in 685 cubic yards of fill in Lake Erie

2) John Panuto Jr., 1900 Gove Court, #409, Cleveland, proposes to construct a steel crib pier and concrete block seawall at 32894 Lake Rd., Avon Lake resulting in up to 254 cubic yards of fill in Lake Erie

3) Richard West proposes to construct a steel crib pier and steel-framed access tower with concrete foundation pad at 15404 Edgewater Dr., Lakewood resulting in up to 120 cubic yards of fill in Lake Erie. Comments to OHEPA, Division of Surface Water, Permits Processing Unit, PO Box 1049, Columbus, 43216-1049 by March 19 or call 614-644-2001

#8.
ODOT small urban and rural cy09 job access and reverse commute and new freedom project proposal criteria are available at www.dodt.state.oh.us/dvisions/local/transit/pages/default.aspx and need to be postmarked by April 15 (cc: LCT)

#9.
Ohio Department of Youth Services reviewed FY09 Subsidy grant program amendment with complies for RELACIM Ohio and is approved

#10.
Lorain County Sheriff in compliance with ORC 301.27 estimates gas cards for March will be $600

#11.
United States Senator Sherrod Brown thanking the Board for the legislation to promote economic recovery

#12.
Ohio Department of Development draft fiscal year 09 Ohio Consolidated plan and executive summary and notification of public hearing and comment period is posted at http://developmetn.ohio.gov/cdd/ohcp/publicaitons.htm.  Comments are from March 2-31, to Michael A. Hiler, Office of Housing and community partnership, 77 S. High St., 24th Floor, PO Box 1001, Columbus, Ohio 43216-1001 and public hearing will be March 18 t 1:30 p.m., in Rhodes State Office Tower Lobby Hearing room, 30 E. Broad St., Columbus, ?’s call 614-466-2285 or Michael.Burns@development.ohio.gov (cc: LCCDD)

#13.
Save the Dream program is a valuable resource, a unique multi-agency effort that supports the number one recommendation of the Ohio Foreclosures Prevention Task Force by making free help easily available to Ohioans at www.savethedrea.ohio.gove or 888-404-4674. (cc: Clerk of Courts)

#14.
Rollout of new CCAO Service Corporation Energy Program – Natural Gas Savings.  CCAOSC established a natural gas program in 2000 to save counties money through prepayment and aggregation. Since inception, it has saved 30-member counties over $7.4 million in gas commodities. Past year, counties saved over $1.3 million.  CCAOSC has partnered with Palmer Energy to help manage new natural gas program. (cc: Purchasing)

#15.
Ohio Passenger Rail News from All Aboard Ohio at www.allaboardohio.org for legislative summit information and registration newsletter at http://members.cox.net/neotrans2/AAO_Monthly_Newsletter_030109.pdf
#16.
Fund for Our Economic Future invites government officials from across the counties of; Ashland, Ashtabula, Carroll, Columbiana, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Mahoning, Medina, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Trumbull and Wayne to participate in the EfficientGovNow program, which will provide as much as $300,000 for as many as three projects that accelerate collaboration and efficiency among Northeast Ohio governments; http://www.efficientgovnow.org/Govenrmetn/Apply
#17.
OHEPA Notice of receipt of 401 application and reschedule public hearing for US Army Corps of Engineers dredging project located in Lorain Harbor.  March 6 application or certification and technical support information may be inspected at OHEPA DSW, PO Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 by calling 614-644-2001; hearing rescheduled May 7 at 6:30 pm, Lorain Library, 351 Sixth Street, Lorain
#18.
CORSA Mental Health Training Program for Jail and Court Personnel on May 13 – The Galaxy Restaurant, 201 Park Centre Dr., Wadsworth or May 15 at CORSA, 209 E. State St., Columbus, Ohio from 9 am – 3 pm, rsvp to tcallihan@ccao.org (cc: Sheriff)

#19.
Michelle O’Connell, Eaton Township and Clifford & Dorothy Bring, N. Ridgeville expressed concerns of Phase 1 of the LORCO sewer district.  In light of the country’s current economic crisis and condition of housing industry, it is highly unlikely all of LORCO’s voluntary participation agreements (VPA) for future homes will be executed.  LORCO has stated this project would not be economically feasible without the “pre-sold” taps from VPA’s and LORCO has been fiscally irresponsible in accumulating debt of approximately $2 million over the last 12 years without completing or even beginning construction on this project.  While the founding members of LORCO may have had good intentions, it no longer appears this project is being pursued for the best interest of the residents.  They argue that running a sewer pipeline down to Avon Lake is not logical it only cost those residents $11-12/month but the estimate monthly sewer bill for LORCO customers will average $57/month based on 5,000 gallons used.  Paying more than 4 times than Avon Lake is not economical, the only unsewered areas of Lorain County LORCO plans to service at this time are portions of Eaton & Carlisle Townships. There are no current plans to bring sewers to the balance of Eaton & Carlisle or to the other 14 townships in the LORCO district






_____________________

j.







PUBLIC COMMENT









(Please limit your comments to three minutes)


Dominic Manacci, Lorain – Lorain County Sheriff & Police Association, Board of Directors for Patrolman Benevolent Association, representing corrections officer at jail.  He was glad to meet Don Bates and Robert Childers from Veterans Office and his family is involved in IAV, Post 1, Lorain and did not realize there were 26,000 vets in Lorain County.  
He has concerns that are being addressed by the bargaining unit members, that in January the Board of Commissioners imposed a ½% sales tax earmarked for safety services, which would approximately generate $14-15 million dollars/year.  The membership met and are confused on some issues.  He is in support and realize sometimes things are unpopular but why did the board impose the sales tax as an emergency measure, and there has been inaction at this point to restore the Sheriff’s budget or any other office, maybe this should not have been imposed and just placed on the ballot.  

Commissioner Kokoski said the board received bad news today, that the jail will be short $1 million, the was a reduction of $1.2 million in fees and waiting to see the where the county is at in the 1st quarter with revenues and expenses.  She does not want to reinstitute anything at this point, until we can see if the doors can be opened in 2010. 
Mr. Manacci said the money is earmarked for safety forces no matter what the outcome is in November for 1 year. County Administrator said this is earmarked for criminal justice system; judges, clerk of courts, jails, courts, etc.
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Commissioner Kalo said criminal justice system takes up 72% of the county budget and under the emergency we were keeping the doors open with the current cuts hoping no more, but have to open the doors in 2010. If the money were put towards the shortage of this year, next year would be more severe. Right now, if it does not pass, they will look at an additional 15% in cuts next year on top of what was done this year because the board is prohibited by law to put another tax on for a year.  Hopefully we can all work together when we show the pubic where the dollars go to and they will approve in November to get the status back the way it was in 2007-2008, if not more cuts will come.
Mr. Manacci said the cost continues to increase in the jail and this has been inadequate with overcrowding way to long, this is an issue that needs to be addressed, there is a dangerous situation.  This is his second term as director for lsca, worked 10 years as a sergeant and the conditions are deplorable for the safety of the officer’s, there is 1 officer to 100 inmates.  His bargaining unit does not represent the deputies, but they are their first responders if there is a riot, escape or emergency at the jail.  With only 2-3 deputies patrolling the townships, the chances of the jail having a car available is not likely and there are a total of 3 facilities on Murray Ridge Road; CBCF, Detention Home and County jail that the deputies are the first responders.  He does support the tax but does not support inaction and asks why nothing has transpired to restore the budget, would it not have been more advantageous to place this on the November ballot and let the voters decide rather impose an emergency measure because this is confusing.

Commissioner Kalo said the emergency gives the county the ability to open in 2010/2011 and the board has worked not to allow early release for the prisoners.

Captain Drozdowski said if there was 20% more in cuts it would close down a wing.

County Administrator Cordes said the board has said it many times, even with the cuts the county has experienced to date, we are still deficit spending $7 million, which is out of the carryover and we do not have any carry over for next year.  When the money is collected April 1, the county will see in June and put into a special fund around $7 million for the following year, if the county does not think forward, the county will be a disaster.  The county has spoke of this for the past 5 years and no one thought this was happening, but it was the last 3 years, we need to bank this money, because if we do not it will devastate the county is 2010 and don’t want to think about the doors opening in 2011.  County Administrator Cordes said the board was notified that it was down $1.2 million, sales tax revenue is down $412,000 from last year and these figures were not even considered.  There has been a lot of misunderstanding of general fund monies and how they are allocated, yes there is money in accounts but used for certain things, the county cannot operate on a zero dollar, there are millions of dollars needed to run this county effectively.  The county has to pay for reimbursable grants and would not be able to support if no cash balance.  County Administrator said he appreciates the dialogue but the board had never intended, stated, or heard once from them with individual discussions that the money would be used for current year fiscal issues.
Mr. Manacci asked if the ¼% jail tax is perpetual.  County Administrator Cordes said it is on going and would require a resolution by the board to repeal.  Mr. Manacci said the sales tax is down but how much is the jail tax bringing in.  County Administrator Cordes said last year was $7.6 million.  Mr. Manacci asked if the money was used for the building or people.  County Administrator said at the beginning of the allocation we set aside quite a bit of money for the construction, obviously as time went by, more operating money was needed because of the people and prisoners and around 2001 the allocation went to 100% operation and then the county did a sizable commitment of the other ½% for operation funds to support the revenue necessary of the expenditure.  We are now anticipating $4.4 million, or $4.6 million, but only get $3.3-3.4 million and the revenue projections hopefully are slightly higher but with the $1.2 million is a set back and we probably will need to recalculate the whole budget.

Commissioner Kalo said the ¼% dedicated to jail, ½% to general fund $22 million, jail eats up around $12 million/year, more than 50% of what is collected, a big gorilla
Mr. Manacci said safety is a concern, he is concerned for the lives of the officers but the prisoners that are to be kept which is a mandate and everyone is innocent until proven guilty and a lot are not adjudicated yet.
Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said the Budget Commissioner met on Monday and the sales tax revenue for the 1st two months is down 15%.  County Administrator Cordes said he hopes this is not true, sales tax has not had a significant increase, but overall have not seen a decrease, and this will need to be looked at.

Commissioner Kalo said 15% = $3.3 million.  County Administrator Cordes said he has spoken with peers in other counties and they are feeling a decrease and massive cuts, so this problem is not just Lorain County it all over the State of Ohio.  Always mandates but no revenue.







___________________(discussion was held on the above)








JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioner Kokoski moved, seconded by Kalo at 11:32 a.m., to go into an Executive Session to discuss personnel/new hires at Golden Acres, ongoing labor issues and fact finder for Sheriff.  Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: all.


Motion carried.





________________

Commissioners reconvened from executive session as well as eating lunch and having an administrative breifing and the following resolution were adopted;









RESOLUTION NO. 09-170
In the matter of authorizing various personnel )

actions as indicated on the summary sheet for )


March 12, 2009

employees within the jurisdiction of the Lorain)

County Board of Commissioners                      )

BE IT RESOVLED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various personnel actions as indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners.

Golden Acres:

New hires;

1. Jaime Shimandle, Full-time STNA, effective March 12, 2009 at rate of $9.64/hour

Commissioners:

1. Authorize County Administrator to take necessary action on Gilda Arzuaga on the notice of recall to Health Care Clerk, effective March 16, 2009 at a rate of $13.15/hour

2. Approve Changes to Personnel Manual, Section 6.2 – Vacations

Section A.


Full-time county employees who normally work forty (40) hours per week are eligible for paid vacation leave according to the following eligibility guidelines.  Permanent part-time employees are eligible to receive paid vacation leave on a prorated basis.

After 1 year service……..80 hours vacation (3.1 hours per pay period)

After 8 years service…..120 hours vacation (4.6 hours per pay period)

After 15 years service….160 hours vacation (6.2 hours per pay period)

After 25 years services...200 hours vacation (7.7 hours per pay period)

Resolution No. 09-170 cont.
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Vacation leave shall only be accumulated while an employee is in active pay status.  Full-time employees who are in active pay status for less than their number of regularly scheduled hours in any pay period will have their vacation accrual prorated for the pay period.

Section B read; 


No employee will be entitled to vacation leave under any circumstances until he or she has completed one (1) year of employment with the County, or a political subdivision of the state.

Section B now reads;


No employee will be entitled to vacation leave under any circumstances until he or she has completed one (1) year of employment with the County, the state or a political subdivision of the state.

Section C;


Vacations are schedule in accordance with workload requirements of the Employer.  For this reason, it is important that vacation requests be made as far in advance as possible. The Employer reserves the right to approve or deny vacation requests.

Section D;


Vacation leave is earned while on paid leave, but additional vacation leave is not accrued through the working of overtime.

Section E read;


The Employer may authorize vacation carry over form yea rot yea; however, vacation leave shall not be carried over for more than three (3) years. An employee is entitled to compensation, at his or her current rate of pay, for the prorated portion of any earned but unused vacation leave for the current year to his or her cite, at the time of separation, transfer to another appointing authority, or retirement, and in addition, shall be compensated for any unused vacation leave accrued to his or her credit, with the permission of the employer for up to three (3) years immediately preceding the last anniversary date of employment.

Section E now reads;


The Employer may authorize vacation carry over form yea rot yea; however, vacation leave shall not be carried over for more than three (3) years. An employee is entitled to compensation, at his or her current rate of pay, for the prorated portion of any earned but unused vacation leave for the current year to his or her cite, at the time of separation, transfer to another appointing authority, or retirement, and in addition, shall be compensated for any unused vacation leave accrued to his or her credit, with the permission of the employer for up to three (3) years immediately preceding the last anniversary date of employment.  This means the maximum vacation accrual that an employee may have is the amount earned in the current year (maximum period of three hundred sixty-four (364) days), plus three (3) years worth of accrual carried over with the approval of the Employer.

Section F read;


On and after October 25, 1995, employees will receive credit of prior service with the state or any political subdivision of the state for the purpose of vacation accumulation, per ORC 9.44.  Notwithstanding the above, if any person removed for conviction of a felony “within the meaning of RC 124.24 is > subsequently re-employed = by the County, such person is only qualified to accrue vacation as if he or she were a new employee receiving no prior service credit.

Section F now reads:


Any employee who, as of the date of the adoption of this policy, has a vacation leave balance in excess of that permitted in “e” above will have the additional hours placed in a separate non-FLSA compensatory time bank.  Any time remaining in the bank at the time of the employee’s retirement or other separation from service will be forfeited.

Section G read;


Vacation rights for bargaining unit employees are governed by the terms of the applicable collective bargaining agreement.

Section G now reads;


On and after October 25, 1995, employees will receive credit of prior service with the state or any political subdivision of the state for the purpose of vacation accumulation, per ORC 9.44.  Notwithstanding the above, if any person removed for conviction of a felony “within the meaning of RC 124.24 is > subsequently re-employed = by the County, such person is only qualified to accrue vacation as if he or she were a new employee receiving no prior service credit.

Section H now reads;


Vacation rights for bargaining unit employees are governed by the terms of the applicable collective bargaining agreement.


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.




___________________








JOURNAL ENTRY





With no further business before the Board, Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 3:02 p.m. Ayes: all.

Motion carried.





_________________

The meeting then adjourned.
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Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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