January 22, 2009

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building,

226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:30 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Lori Kokoski, President, Commissioner Ted 
Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Betty Blair Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk.









JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.


Commissioner Kokoski presented a female black lab and will be available on Saturday after 3 pm.  The county has done this for 4 years now and batting 1,000 on adoptions.  When you adopt you will also receive a spay and neuter coupon.

Commissioner Kokoski had a thought for the day; greatest glory is not in never failing, but in rise in every time you fall”

The following business was transacted


__________________

A.







PUBLIC HEARINGS

10:00 a.m.
Roth Tile – continued hearing – Columbia Township

10:30 a.m.
2nd Sales Tax hearing


___________________

B.1







RESOLUTION NO. 09-38


APPROVING LORAIN COUNTY JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following Lorain County Job and 

Family Services Bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

SCHEDULE


VOUCHER #



DESCRIPTION


AMOUNT

H9-1002







SSI Reimbursement


$3,602.00
H9-1003







SSI Reimbursement


$1,274.00

H9-1004







SSI Reimbursement


$1,274.00

H9-1015







In county travel



$719.57

H9-1016







In county travel



$876.96


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

B.2







RESOLUTION NO. 09-39
In the matter of confirming Investments as procured by the )

Lorain County Treasurer




    )
January 22, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby confirm Investments as procured by the Lorain 

County Treasurer.

	
	DATE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT
	INTEREST EARNED  / ON
	CUSIP#
	INV WITH
	ACCT #

	1
	1/14/2009
	INT PAYMENT
	$15,000.00 
	Federal National Mortgage Assoc, PO#08-0028
	3136f9fw8
	EST
	006470-00

	2
	1/14/2009
	INT PAYMENT
	$30,000.00 
	Federal national Mortgage Assoc, PO#08-0027
	3136F9FW8
	EST
	006470-00



Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

B.3







RESOLUTION NO. 09-40
In the matter of authorizing various appropriations)

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various appropriations:

$
1,000.00
to be appropriated to:
supply package for zebra printer/laminator for ccw requests/sheriff
$
1,000.00
to
3260-0000-550-000-03-6000-0000

$
107,700.00
to be appropriated to:
payroll and related exp for benefit/personnel dept employees/hospitalization
$
76,500.00
to
7000-7000-100-000-12-5000-5001

$
11,000.00
to
7000-7000-100-000-12-5040-0000

$
20,000.00
to
7000-7000-100-000-12-5080-5080

$
200.00

to
7000-7000-100-000-12-5080-5081

$
36,000.00
to be appropriated to:
contract w/Richland eng res08-543/airport

$
33,000.00
to
7300-0000-100-000-11-6200-6218

$
3,000.00
to
7300-0000-100-000-11-6000-0000


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

B.13







RESOLUTION NO. 09-41
In the matter of authorizing various account transfers)

January 22, 2009


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various account transfers:

Account transfers;

$
1,000.00
from
1000-0000-400-000-02-6050-0000
cover eq/dr




To
1000-0000-400-000-02-6050-6050

$
11,787.77
from
1000-0000-500-000-02-6050-0000
salaries and pers and workers comp for 09/probate




To
1000-0000-500-000-02-5000-5001

$
643.23

from
1000-0000-500-000-02-6050-0000




To
1000-0000-500-000-02-5100-0000

$
3,498.61
from
1000-0000-500-000-02-6000-0000




To
1000-0000-500-000-02-5040-0000

$
1,001.39
from
1000-0000-500-000-02-6000-0000




To
1000-0000-500-000-02-5100-0000

$
5,270.12
from
1000-0000-5000-000-02-6200-000




To
1000-0000-500-000-02-5100-0000

$
500.00

from
1000-0000-520-000-03-6050-6054
shortage in other exp-dues/coroner




To
1000-0000-520-000-03-7070-7070

$
20,053.00
from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6050-0000
exp/sheriff




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-6050-6058

$
4,000.00
from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6050-0000




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-6200-6222

$
10,000.00
from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6050-0000




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-7220-0000

$
100.00

from
2060-fy07-100-116-07-6000-0000
dept needs/cdbg fy07




To
2060-fy07-100-116-07-6000-6002

$
225,000.00
from
2280-0000-260-000-06-6200-6262
amend to meet additional spending/lcdjfs




To
2280-0000-260-264-06-6200-0000

$
4,800.00
from
2520-0000-510-000-01-5000-5001
building rent acct/clerk of courts




To
2520-0000-510-000-01-6600-6600

$
1,000.00
from
2580-0000-300-000-04-7070-0000
payment/eng 




To
2580-0000-300-000-04-7200-0000

$
1,500.00
from
2700-0000-400-414-06-6050-0000
equip lease exp for courts cip prog/dr




To
2700-0000-400-414-06-6050-6050


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

B.5







JOURNAL ENTRY


There were no advances/repayments for this day.

________________

B.6







RESOLUTION NO. 09-42
In the matter of authorizing the purchase of supplies and)

Services for various county departments


)
January 22, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize the purchase of supplies and services for various County departments.

278-09 Auditor’s (2480) 
Mapscend Productivity Enhancement Software 
Bruce Harris and 
   5,000.00

 279-09 Auditor’s (2480) 
Legacy Tax Spt, Webhost Property Spt, etc  
Manatron           
 71,126.00

 280-09 Auditor’s (2480) 
Processing information for the 08 CAFR     
Frank Seringer     
 67,400.00

 281-09 Auditor’s (2480) 
Single Audit Services for year ended 08    
Varney, Fink      
 116,708.00

 282-09 Auditor’s (2480) 
Proposal to provide continuing support     
Bruce Harris        
12,000.00


Lorain County Auditor’s Dept – Total ---------------------------------------
--$ 273,234.00

283-09 CBCF (8300) 
BPO Jan-June 2009 Printing of Res. Workbooks    L.C. Treasurer        
 500.00


Lorain County Lor/Med CBCF Dept – Total ---------------------------------------
-$     500.00

284-09 Clerk of Courts (2180)
 Prof. Serv. For improvements to the  
Mindcrafted Sys.    
 5,000.00

 285-09 Clerk of Courts (2180) 
Monthly Software and Support Jan 09  
GBS                 
 4,166.67

 286-09 Clerk of Courts (2520) 
Advertising and Printing  Costs     
L.C. Treasurer    
   2,230.03

 
Lorain County Clerk of Courts Dept – Total --------------------------------
----$  11,396.70

287-09 Commissioners 
2009 Membership Dues                         
 CCAO              
  10,392.00

 288-09 Commissioners 
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 parking lot rental on Holly  
YWCA of Elyria      
 3,600.00


Lorain County Commissioners Dept – Total ----------------------------------
---$    13,992.00

 289-09 Commissioners/BG 
BPO Jan-Dec 09 CountyWide Maint. Contract  
TEC Communications  
35,500.00


Lorain County Commissioners/BG Dept – Total ------------------------------------
$  35,500.00

290-09 Common Pleas Supplies for General Div, Judges, Adult prob,  
Sam’s Club           
2,000.00

Lorain County Common Pleas Dept – Total ----------------------------------------
$   2,000.00

291-09 Community Dev.
Maintenance agreement for copier           
  MT Business Tech.   
 2,670.60


Lorain County Community Development Dept – Total -------------------------
------$   2,670.60

292-09 Domestic Rel.(2020) 
Case Manager Oct-Dec 08                 
Catholic Charities
  18,063.00

 293-09 Domestic Rel.(2460) 
Success for Youth Oct-Dec 08            
Catholic Charities  
14,049.00

 294-09 Domestic Rel.(2610) 
“Dream Catchers” at risk Jan-Mar 09    
 Womens Development 
 5,000.00

 295-09 Domestic Rel.(2680) 
Alcohol & Drug Counseling Jan-Mar 09   
 LCADA               
 4,650.00

 296-09 Domestic Rel. 
6 Month Lease on Ricoh Digital 2060 Copier   
MT Business Tech.    
7,422.14

 
Lorain County Domestic Relations Dept – Total -------------------------------
---$  49,184.14

297-09 Drug Task (3440)
 BPO Jan-Dec 09 Lease and Maint. On Copier  
MT Business Tech.  
  4,981.80


Lorain County Drug Task Force Dept – Total --------------------------------
-----$   4,981.80

298-09 Engineers (2580) 
Engineering Services: Bridge Inspections   
Richland Eng.        1,911.00

 299-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Vehicle Registration Audit for 09      
Daniel William O.    7,800.00

 300-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Jan-Dec 09 Maintenance Contract        
OCE North America    2,000.00

 301-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO 2009 Lease for Scanner                 
OCE Financial        9,300.00

 302-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Supplies                  
Sam’s Club             650.00

 303-09 Engineers (2580)
 SBPO Jan-Dec 09 M.O.U. 
Lorain County Sher. L.C. Treasurer      85,000.00

 304-09 Engineers (2580)
 Ohio Public Works Payments                 
Treasurer of State  43,451.24

 305-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Trash Removal Services    
Allied Waste       
  1,620.00

 306-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Postage meter rental      
Pitney Bowes      
   2,400.00

 307-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Trash Removal (garage)    
Allied Waste       
  4,140.00

 308-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Copier Lease (garage)     
Xerox Corp.       
   3,600.00

 309-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Copier Lease (office)     
Xerox Corp.        
  3,966.72

 310-09 Engineers (2580) 
Turbo and control module for truck Unit83  
Truck Sales and   
   2,300.00

 311-09 Engineers (2580) 
Necessary repairs needed for truck to pass 
Gibson Machinery   
  2,505.21

 312-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Gas Services (office)     
Columbia Gas     
    8,000.00

 313-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Gas Services (garage)     
Columbia Gas      
  32,000.00

 314-09 Engineers (2580) 
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Professional Services     
Clemans, Nelson   
  25,000.00

 315-09 Engineers (2580)
BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Fuel                      
BP Products      
  125,000.00

 316-09 Engineers (2580) 
L.C. Sheriff and Eng. For Commercial Veh.  
L.C. Treasurer   
    6,414.40

 317-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Electric Svc. (office)    
Ohio Edison        
 17,500.00

 318-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Electric Svc. (garage)    
Ohio Edison        
 25,000.00

 319-09 Engineers (2580)
 BPO Jan-Dec 2009 Wireless phone bills     
 Verizon Wireless    
 8,800.00

 
Lorain County Engineers Dept – Total ------------------------------------------
-$ 416,358.57

320-09 Golden Acres (3420) 
BPO Jan-Mar 2009 Supplies              
 Gergely’s Maint.    
15,000.00

 321-09 Golden Acres (3420) 
Materials and labor to construct a wall 
.M. Fox Construct.  
4,680.00


Lorain County Golden Acres Dept – Total -------------------------------------
--$   19,680.00

 322-09 Probate Court 
Support Services for Courtview for 2009       
Courtview Justice   
14,394.00

 
Lorain County Maintenance Dept – Total -------------------------------------
---$   14,394.00
  323-09 Sanitary Eng. (7100) 
Sanitary Eng. Services                 
K E McCartney       
24,000.00


Lorain County Sanitary Engineers Dept – Total ---------------------------------
-$  24,000.00

324-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Clincher IV Arm bands, blue and red        
Precision Dynamics   
1,305.20

 325-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Powder free latex gloves, xl and medium    
Labsource          
  2,595.00

 326-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Bed sheets, Towel, Bar soap, shipping      
ICS                 
 1,971.60

 327-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Fresh scent shampoo, shoes, pants, etc     
Robinson Textiles  
  4,291.20

 328-09 Sheriff’s
 Maintenance Agreement on Copiers                
  MT Business Tech.    
9,000.00

 329-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Maintenance agreement on Copiers        
  MT Business Tech.   
 9,000.00

 330-09 Sheriff’s (2200)
 Portable radios, repeater – Corrections   
 B & C Communicat.   
 2,844.00

 331-09 Sheriff’s (2200) 
Solid stainaway bleach, detergent          
Ecolab              
 1,824.40

 332-09 Sheriff’s (2200)
 Blanket, Toothpaste, shave cream, etc      
Bob Barker           
4,904.60

 333-09 Sheriff’s 
Community Notification services, printing, etc    
Watch Systems        
1,000.00


Lorain County Sheriff’s Dept – Total ------------------------------------------
-$  38,736.00

334-09 Coroner’s PO 
2008 Outstanding Mandated Cases                
Cuyahoga County Cor. 
3,600.00

 335-09 Coroner’s
 2009 Membership Dues                              
SCA               
  4,628.00


Lorain County Coroner’s Dept – Total -------------------------------------------
$   8,228.00

336-09 Treasurer’s (2500) 
One year copy costs                      
MT Business Tech.     
 414.00

337-09 Treasurer’s (2500)
 2009 Dues                                
County Treasurers  
  3,413.75

 338-09 Treasurer’s (2500)
 Custom envelopes, RE Forms, MH Forms,etc 
Smart Bill       
    9,668.93


Lorain County Treasurer’s Dept – Total ----------------------------------------
--$ 13,496.68 ------------------------

 339-09 Transit (7200) 
Replacement Vans                             
Greene County       
 7,000.00


Lorain County Transit Dept – Total ----------------------------------------------
$  7,000.00


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

B.7







RESOLUTION NO. 09-43
In the matter of authorizing Travel Expenses to various       )

personnel to attend meetings of interest to their departments)
January 22, 2008


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize travel expenses to various personnel to attend meeting of interest to their departments.

Lorain County Job & Family Services

 017-09 Kiely, Marge Statewide Diversity Committee        Warren, OH          2/19/09            38.00

 018-09 Roth, Anna The 2 nd Annual Anti-Hate-Free Lorain  Elyria, OH          1/15/09            24.95

 019-09 Carter, Kenndria The 2 nd Annual Anti-Hate Free   Elyria, OH          1/15/09            24.95

 020-09 Eckstein, Ann Ohio CSEA Directors’ Association    Canton, OH          2/6/09             63.00

Lorain County Community Development

 021-09 Rowe, Martin NSP Acquisition Roundtable           Columbus, OH        1/27/09            55.00

 022-09 Jones, Rebecca NSP Acquisition Roundtable         Columbus, OH        1/27/09            55.00


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________

b.8








RESOLUTION NO. 09-44





APPROVING BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

	General
	
	
	

	Lorain County Sheriff
	Defense of Indigent 
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$74.00 

	Erik Breunia, Attorney at Law
	Defense of Indigent 
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$100.00 

	City of Oberlin
	Reimbursement
	1000 0000 530 000 02 5080 5080
	$2,282.90 

	City of Elyria
	Reimbursement
	1000 0000 530 000 02 5080 5080
	$1,410.00 

	Ralph Smugala
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	David Karpinski
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	Marla Janis- Smugala
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	David Wickline
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	Gilda Arzuaga
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$10.00 

	
	
	Total
	$3,916.90 


	Dog Kennel
	
	
	

	USA Mobility 
	Services
	2220 0000 100 000 05 6200 6202
	$234.30 

	Lorain County Magazine
	Advertising
	2220 0000 100 000 05 7220 0000
	$675.00 

	Ohio County Dog Wardens Assoc.
	Dues
	2220 0000 100 000 05 7070 7070
	$250.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,159.30 

	Engineers
	
	
	

	Columbia Gas 
	Utility Services
	2580 0000 300 000 04 6200 6202
	$1,209.06 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Supplies
	2580 0000 300 000 04 7220 0000
	$3,620.56 

	Columbia Gas 
	Utility Services
	2580 0000 300 300 04 6200 6202
	$5,870.38 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$10,700.00 

	9-1-1
	
	
	

	Hem Integration
	Dec 08 Invoice
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6203
	$692.50 

	Whitehouse Artesian Springs 
	Water
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$51.50 

	MT Business Technologies
	Toner
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$286.00 

	APCO International Inc
	Fire Service Student Manuals
	3480 0000 100 000 03 7200 7200
	$295.32 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Postage
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 6002
	$29.31 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Supplies
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$71.58 

	Windstream Corporation
	Telephone Services
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6202
	$329.00 

	Call One Inc
	Head-sets , mute switches
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6050 0000
	$831.00 

	Windstream Corporation
	Telephone Services
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6202
	$577.95 

	Windstream Corporation
	Telephone Services
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6202
	$3,504.60 

	Verizon Wireless
	Telephone Services
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6202
	$344.34 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$7,013.10 

	Sanitary Engineers
	
	
	

	Ohio Edison
	Utility Services
	7100 7100 300 304 11 6200 6202
	$1,402.62 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,402.62 

	Transit
	
	
	

	Verizon Wireless
	Telephone Services
	7200 0000 100 000 11 6200 6202
	$61.09 

	Staples
	Supplies
	7200 0000 100 000 11 6000 0000
	$21.99 

	CenturyTel
	Telephone Services
	7200 0000 100 000 11 6200 6202
	$253.05 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$336.13 

	Airport
	
	
	

	Krystowski Tractor
	Equipment
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6050 0000
	$38.06 

	Windstream Corporation
	Telephone Services
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6200 6202
	$43.40 

	Allied Waste
	Utility Services
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6200 6202
	$74.25 

	Rural Lorain County Water
	Utility Services
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6200 6202
	$36.83 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$192.54 


	Hospitalization
	
	
	

	Medical Mutual 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$872,090.41 

	Medical Mutual 
	Admin. Fee
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5085
	$152,296.56 

	Medical Mutual 
	Claims
	2200 0000 550 000 03 6200 6228
	$30,757.56 

	Wellpoint 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$413,640.93 

	CompDent
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$55,452.96 

	Spectera 
	Monthly Invoice
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$22,152.64 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,546,391.06 



Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





________________









COMMISSIONERS

B.9







JOURNAL ENTRY


Mr. Cordes requested an executive session to discuss personnel/new hires at Golden Acres and ongoing bargaining issues.









__________________
A.10







RESOLUTION NO. 09-45

In the matter of approving and waiving the reading )

of the same for the Lorain County Board of             )

January 22, 2009

Commissioners meeting minutes for; January          )

15, 2009 




    )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve and waive the reading of the same for the Lorain County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes 
For; January 15, 2009
Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

A.11







RESOLUTION NO. 09-46

In the matter of establishing compensation for Law        )

Directors prosecuting violations of State Law in             )

January 22, 2009

Municipal Courts; O.R.C. 1901.34 (C) for the year 2009)


BE TI RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that in compliance with O.R.C. 1901.34 (C), the reasonable compensation for the law directors serving Lorain County jurisdictions is established for the year 2009 to be:

Lorain, Elyria, Oberlin





$10,000.00 each

North Ridgeville, Amherst




$  7,500.00 each

Avon Lake, Avon, Sheffield Village, Sheffield Lake

$  5,000.00 each

South Amherst, Wellington




$  2,000.00 each

Kipton, Rochester, Grafton, Vermilion, LaGrange

$  1,000.00 each


Pursuant to Resolution No. 99-973, attorneys who elect to receive payment directly will be compensated in the amount 10% lower an the amounts herein authorized; said reductions reflect additional costs being borne by the County.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.




____________________

A.12






RESOLUTION NO. 09-47

In the matter of authorizing payment in the )

amount of $2,000 to Dovin Funeral Home, )

Lorain per ORC 5901.26 for the cost of      )

January 22, 2009

burial of indigent veterans; James J. Plato   )

and Raymond L. Kirk


     )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we 

hereby authorize payment in the amount of $2,000 to Dovin Funeral Home, Lorain per ORC 5901.26 for the cost of burial of indigent veterans; James J. Plato and Raymond L. Kirk.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES

A.13







RESOLUTION NO. 09-48

In the matter of approving an amendment to                    )

Commissioner Resolution #08-880, December 11, 2008, )
January 22, 2009
for agreements with child day care centers and licensed   )

Type A childcare homes for county fiscal year 2009        )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve an amendment to Commissioner Resolution #08-880, December 11, 2008, for agreements with child day care centers and licensed Type A child care homes for county fiscal year 2009.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, said amendment is considered a part this resolution by reference thereto and can be found on file in the Commissioners/Purchasing Department and Lorain County Department of Job and Family Services.  The amendment will authorize the Director of Lorain County Department of Job and Family Services to enter into and execute on behalf of the County Commissioners all additional and future agreements with child day care centers and Type A child care homes not addressed in Resolution #08-880 for the period of January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.

All other provisions of the agreement approved with Resolution #08-880 remain in effect. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we hereby authorize said payment for services to be made within the amount set above for contracts and/or subcontracts.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

TRANSIT

A.14







RESOLUTION NO. 09-49

In the matter of authorizing the filing of (an) )

application(s) with the ODOT for grants        )


January 22, 2009

through the US DOT Federal Transit              )

Administration (FTA), as authorized under    )

Federal Transit Laws, as codified, 49 USC     )

Section 5316, Job Access/Reverse Commute  )

Program



         )

WHEREAS, the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation is authorized to make grants for job access/reverse commute projects; and
WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance will impose certain obligations upon the applicant, including the provision by it of the local share of the project costs in the program; and
WHEREAS, it is required by the U.S. Department of Transportation in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, that in connection with the filing of an application for assistance under 49 USC Section 5316 the applicant give an assurance that it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the U.S. Department of Transportation requirements thereunder; and

Resolution No. 09-49 cont.










January 22, 2009

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the applicant that disadvantaged business enterprise be used to the fullest extent possible in connection with this/these project(s), and that definite procedures shall be established and administered to ensure that disadvantaged businesses shall have the maximum construction contracts, supplies, equipment contracts, or consultant and other services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY Lorain County Board of Commissioners (Governing Body of Applicant)

1.
That the County Administrator is authorized to execute and file (a) proposal(s) on behalf of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners with the Ohio Department of Transportation to aid in the financing of capital, planning and operating assistance projects. 
2.
The County Administrator is authorized to execute and file with such proposals an assurance or any other document required by the U.S. Department of Transportation effectuating the purposes of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
3.
That County Administrator is authorized to furnish such additional information as the Ohio Department of Transportation may require in connection with the proposal for the program of projects submitted to the Federal Transit Administration.

4.
That the County Administrator is authorized to set forth and execute affirmative disadvantaged business policies in connection to any procurement made as part of the project.

5.
That the County Administrator is authorized to execute grant agreements on behalf of Lorain County Commissioners with the Ohio Department of Transportation for aid in the financing of operating, planning and capital assistance projects.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize the filing of (an) application(s) with the Ohio Department of Transportation for grants through the US DOT Federal Transit Administration (FTA), as authorized under Federal Transit Laws, as codified, 49 USC Section 5316, Job Access/Reverse Commute Program and executing a contract with the Ohio Department of Transportation upon project approval.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

ENGINEER

A.15







RESOLUTION NO. 09-50

In the matter of Instructing Clerk to advertise for )

bids for Durkee Road Bridge #0345 replacement  )

January 22, 2009

in Eaton Township



  )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby Instruct Clerk to advertise for bids for Durkee Road 

Bridge #0345 replacement in Eaton Township.

Said notice will be in Morning Journal on January 23 and 30, bids to be opened at 2 pm on February 6, Commissioner Public hearing room
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS


Sealed bids will be received until 2:00 P.M. on February 6, 2009 in the Lorain County Board of Commissioners, Purchasing Department, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio for the furnishing of all labor, material and equipment for restoring the Durkee Road Bridge #0354 Replacement in Eaton Township, in accordance with plans and specifications prepared by the office of Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer.  The work consists of the removal of the existing bridge, portions of the substructure, constructing a poured in place substructure, prestressed concrete beam structure, including paving, guardrail and appurtenances.  All interested parties are welcome to attend the bid opening to be held immediately following the deadline, in the Lorain County Commissioners Public Hearing Room.


All materials and equipment must meet the specifications of the Ohio Department of Transportation and shall include all necessary barricades, signs, lights, watchmen, etc., and work performed shall be under the supervision of Lorain County Engineer.  All contractors involved with this project will, to an extent practicable use Ohio products, materials, services and labor in implementation of this project.

Bidders shall submit a list of equipment available and labor shall be paid not less than the prevailing wage rate as determined by The Ohio Bureau of Employment Services for Lorain County.  The Project is being funded in part with Ohio Public Works Commission funds.

Specifications can be obtained at the office of the Lorain County Engineer, 247 Hadaway Street, Elyria, Ohio between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  A $20.00 non-refundable deposit is required for each set of bidding documents.  Bids must be accompanied by a certified check, cashier’s check or letter of credit equal to ten percent (10%) of the amount of bids or a bond for the full amount of the bid, as a guarantee that if the bid is accepted a contract will be entered into and a performance bond properly secured.  Should any bid be rejected, such instrument will forthwith be returned upon proper execution of a contract.

Each bid shall contain the full name or names of persons and company submitting the bid and shall be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked “Durkee Road Bridge #0354”.  A non-refundable deposit of $20.00 is required for each set of bidding documents.

The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities if it is deemed in the best interest of Lorain County to do so.  Any interpretation, correction or modification to the specifications desired shall be in writing to James R. Cordes, County Administrator, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio  44035, and must be received at least four (4) working days prior to the date of bid opening.  

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

A.16







RESOLUTION NO. 09-51

In the matter of authorizing the 25% freeze-thaw )

load limit on various Township roads in Carlisle  )

January 22, 2009

Township; the thaw and moisture period in           )

accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section         )
5577.07 effective February 1 through May 1, 2009)


WHEREAS, Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer received the attached letter from the Carlisle Township Trustees requesting 25% freeze-thaw load limits from February 1 through May 1 on the following roads:

“T-293

Alexis Drive

T-249

Mallard Creek Run

T-167

Banks Road

T-1388

Midvale Drive


T-12

Butternut Ridge Rd
T-15

Parsons Road


T-1139

Carlisle Avenue

T-172

Robson Road


T-292              
Carrington Drive         
T-168              
Slife Road

            T-35

East River Road
T-1404            
Southwood Drive

          
T-169

Hale Road

T-1387            
Summerset Drive

            T-1192            
Hope Court                  
T-48               
Whitehead Road


In accordance with ORC Sec. 5577.07, the County Commissioners have authority to approve these reductions.


Please take the necessary action to authorize these load limit reductions.


Thank you for your cooperation in these matters.”

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners based upon the recommendation of Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer by letter dated January 14, 2009 we hereby authorize the Carlisle Township Trustees to post 25% load limit reduction signs on various roads listed above during the thaw/moisture period effective February 1 through May 1, 2009 in accordance with Section 5577.07 of the ORC.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

A.17







RESOLUTION NO. 09-52

In the matter of Instructing Clerk to advertise )

for bids for 2009 resurfacing project
        )


January 22, 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby Instruct Clerk to advertise for bids for 2009 

resurfacing project.  

Said Notice to be in Chronicle on January 23 and 30, bids to be opened at 2:15 p.m., on February 6, Commisioners public hearing room

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Sealed bids will be received until 2:15 P.M. on February 6, 2009 in the Lorain County Board of Commissioners, Purchasing Department, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio for the furnishing of all labor, material and equipment for the 2009 Resurfacing Program, in accordance with plans and specifications prepared by the office of Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer.  All interested parties are welcome to attend the bid opening to be held immediately following the deadline, in the Lorain County Commissioners Public Hearing Room.

All materials and equipment must meet the specifications of the Ohio Department of Transportation and shall include all necessary barricades, signs, lights, watchmen, etc., and work performed shall be under the supervision of the Lorain County Engineer.  All contractors involved with this project will, to an extent practicable use Ohio products, materials, services and labor in implementation of this project.

Bidders shall submit a list of equipment available and labor shall be paid not less than the prevailing wage rate as determined by The Ohio Bureau of Employment Services for Lorain County.  The project is being funded in part with Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) funds therefore the work shall not commence until the County receives a Request to Proceed from OPWC.  A Notice to Proceed on the project will be issued around mid April, 2009.

Specifications can be obtained at the office of the Lorain County Engineer, 247 Hadaway Street, Elyria, Ohio between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  A $15.00 non-refundable deposit is required for each set of bidding documents.  Bids must be accompanied by a certified check, cashier’s check or letter of credit equal to ten percent (10%) of the amount of bids or a bond for the full amount of the bid, as a guarantee that if the bid is accepted a contract will be entered into and a performance bond properly secured.  Should any bid be rejected, such instrument will forthwith be returned upon proper execution of a contract.

Each bid shall contain the full name or names of persons and company submitting the bid and shall be enclosed in a sealed envelope marked “2009 Resurfacing Program”.  A non-refundable deposit of $15.00 is required for each set of bidding documents.

The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities if it is deemed in the best interest of Lorain County to do so.  Any interpretation, correction or modification to the specifications desired shall be in writing to James R. Cordes, County Administrator, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio  44035, and must be received at least four (4) working days prior to the date of bid opening.  

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

PROSECUTOR

A.18







RESOLUTION NO. 09-53

In the matter of approving & entering into an  )

amended agreement with Carlisle Township to)

hire Lorain County Prosecutor’ Office as Law )


January 22, 2009

Director pursuant to ORC 504.15, effective      )

January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009              )

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners we approve & enter into an agreement with Carlisle Township to 

hire Lorain County Prosecutor’ Office as Law Director pursuant to ORC 504.15 in the amount of $100/hour, estimated annual cost of $15,000.

Said agreement is considered a part hereof to this resolution by reference thereto and can be found on file in the Commissioners/Purchasing and Prosecutor’s Office.

  This is due to the November 6, 2007 general election; electors passed a ballot initiative to adopt limited home rule government

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, said agreement is effective January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009, containing a 30 day cancellation clause

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

SHERIFF

A.19







RESOLUTION NO. 09-54

In the matter of approving & entering into   )

various agreements on behalf of the Sheriff )


January 22, 2009

for Dr. Tron-Dental; Dr. Prince-Medical and)

Aramark Food Services


       )


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve and enter into various agreements on behalf of the Sheriff.

Said agreements is considered a part hereof to this resolution by reference thereto and can be found on file in the Commissioners/Purchasing and Sheriff’s Office.

1)
Dr. Tron Dental Services, effective January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 to provide 3 hours, maximum 4 hours per week at a cost of $82/hour

2)
Dr. Prince for medical services amendment to be effective February 1, 2009 to reduce amount of visits from 9-14 hours/week to 6 hours/week.  Compensation will be $166.04/hour for 2009 and $171.02/hour for 2010)

3)
Aramark Food Service Amendment #4 to provide inmate meals at jail, effective February 1, 2009 – January 31, 2010 prices increase ranging from $1.492/meal under 200 inmates to $1.0586/meal (over 400 inmates)

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________________

C.







COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR



Mr. James R. Cordes had no issues for this day.

________________

D.







ASSISTANT COUNTY PROSECUTOR

Mr. Jerry Innes was not present he was working on resolutions relating to the sales tax.

__________________
E.







COMMISSIONERS REPORT

Commissioner Kokoski and Kalo will hold their comments until after the hearing.


Commissioner Blair said February 6 Team Lorain County and Community Alliance will host the groundhog day breakfast here.








___________________

F.







CLERK’S REPORT




#1.
Thursday, January 29, 2009 at 11 am will be the IAC meeting

F.2







RESOLUTION NO. 09-55
In the matter of receiving and journalizing the     )

proposed Expedited 2 Annexation of                    )

approximately 442.631 acres in Amherst
              )

January 22, 2009

Township to the Village of South Amherst -         )

Attorney John P. Slagter, Agent for Petitioners     )

IRG Amherst LLC and Amherst Apartments LLC)

WHEREAS, the Lorain County Board of Commissioners received and journalized a petition and map that was received in the 
Commissioners Office on January 15, 2009 annexation of approximately 442.631 acres of land in the Township of Amherst to the Village of South Amherst, Lorain County, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, Attorney John P. Slagter is Agent for Petitioners; and

WHEREAS, the Petition and legal description reads as follows:

Resolution No. 09-55 cont.









January 22, 2009

“Now come the undersigned Petitioners, IRG Amherst, LLC and Amherst Apartments LLC, being the owners of certain real estate to be annexed; who hereby request that said real estate be annexed to the Village of South Amherst, Ohio, pursuant to Section 709.023 of the Ohio Revised Code


Pursuant to this Petition, Petitioners represent that:

(1) Said real estate to be annexed is contained fully within Amherst township, Lorain County, Ohio, and is immediately contiguous to the corporate boundary of the Village of South Amherst, Lorain County, Ohio.

(2) The annexation would be in the best interest of the Petitioners' real estate and would be for the general good of the real estate to be annexed.

(3) Said real estate meets all applicable requirements for annexation, including but not limited to, the following requirements of Section 709.023(e) of the Ohio Revised Code:

(a) The said real estate to be annexed does not exceed 500 acres.

(b) The said real estate to be annexed shares a contiguous boundary with the Village of South Amherst for a continuous length of in excess of 5% of the perimeter of the said real estate to be annexed.

(c) The annexation will not create an unincorporated area of Amherst Township that is completely surrounded by the real estate to be annexed.

(4) Said real estate is not presently a part of any municipality or incorporated village.

(5) The appropriate address of the Petitioners accompany their signatures below, along with the dates the signatures were affixed.

(6) There are two (2) legal owners of said real estate, to wit:

(a) IRG Amherst LLC, an Ohio limited liability corporation; and

(b) Amherst Apartments LLC, an Ohio limited liability corporation

(7) Petitioners thus constitute all (100%) of the owners of the real estate to be annexed.
(8) A full legal description of said real estate is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

(9) An accurate map or plat of said real estate is attached hereto as Exhibit B

(10) Attorney John P. Slagter, Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP, 1375 East 9th Street, Suite 1700, Cleveland, Ohio 44114, is to act as agent for Petitioners and is granted full authority to perform whatever acts are required in the pursuit of this annexation. All notices relating to this Petition should be sent to Attorney Slagter.

WHOEVER SIGNS THIS PETITION EXPRESSLY WAIVES THEIR RIGHT TO APPEAL IN LAW OR EQUITY FROM THE BOARD OF COMMSISONERS’ ENTRY OF ANY RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO THIS SPECIAL ANNEXATION PROCEDURE, ALTHOUGH A WRIT OF MANDAMUS MAY BE SOUGHT TO COMPEL THE BOARD TO PERFORM ITS DUTIES REQUIRED BY LAW FOR THIS SPECIAL ANNEXATION PROCEDURE.

NAME




ADDRESS

IRG AMHERST, LLC


3623 Brecksville Road, Suite A

By: John P. Slagter


Richfield, Ohio 44286A

Its: Authorized Agent


Parcels:
05-00-093-000-021

Date: 1-15-09




05-00-092-000-018







05-00-092-000-014

NAME




ADDRESS

AMHERST APARTMENTS LLC
3623 Brecksville Road, Suite A

By: John P. Slagter


Richfield, Ohio 44286A

Its: Authorized Agent


Parcels:
05-00-093-000-016

Date: 1-15-09




05-00-093-000-012







05-00-093-000-018

And;

Exhibit A – Legal Description

Situated in the Township of Amherst, County of Lorain, and State of Ohio, and being parts of Original Amherst Township Lots 91, 92 and 93 and being more fully bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at the Southwesterly corner of said Original Lot 92 and being the Principle Place of Beginning of the Area herein described;

Course No. 1: thence North 01°24’52” East along the Westerly line of said Lots 92 and 93, a distance of 4,811.61 feet to the Northwesterly corner of said Lot 93;

Course No. 2: thence South 89°10’15” East along the Northerly line of said Lot 93, a distance of 3514.31 feet to a point on the centerline of Quarry Road (60 feet wide);

Course No. 3: thence South 04°56’26” East along the said centerline of Quarry Road, a distance of 24.18 feet to an angle point thereon;

Course No. 4: thence South 44°39’51” East and continuing along the said centerline of Quarry Road, a distance of 260.00 feet to a point thereon;

Course No. 5: thence North 45°20’09” East and perpendicular to the said centerline, a distance of 30.00 feet to a point on the Easterly line of said Quarry Road and a Southwesterly corner of parcel of land now or formerly owned by Dennis L. and Linda L. Abraham as recorded in Instrument Number 20010780253 of the Lorain County Deed Records;

Course No. 6: thence North 01°28’05” East along a Easterly line of said Abraham land a distance of 82.77 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 7: thence South 88°34’53” East along a Southerly line of said Abraham land a distance of 624.82 feet to a point on the Easterly line of said Lot 93;

Course No. 8: thence South 01°16’16” West along the Easterly line of said Lots 93 and 92, a distance of 3,677.05 feet to a point on a Northerly line of a parcel of land now or formerly owned by IRG Amherst, LLC as recorded in Instrument Number 20080257827 of the Lorain County Deed Records;

Course No. 9: thence North 89°02’00” West along a said Northerly line of IRG Amherst land, a distance of 843.42 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 10: thence North 02°23’24” East along an Easterly line of said IRG Amherst land, a distance of 83.51 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 11: thence North 89°02’00” West along a Northerly line of said IRG Amherst land, a distance of 1,493.75 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 12: thence South 01°16’32” West along a Easterly line of said IRG Amherst land, a distance of 2,240.40 feet to a point on the Northeasterly line of a parcel of land now or formerly owned by Old Fashioned Grace Baptist Church of South Amherst as recorded in Volume 959, Page 906 of the Lorain County Deed Records;

Course No. 13: thence North 41°13’11” West along the said Northeasterly line of said Church land, a distance of 52.43 feet to a point on a Easterly line of land now or formerly owned by Daniel J. and Stephanie L. Hyster as recorded in Volume 956, Page 596 of the Lorain County Deed Records;

Course No. 14: thence North 01°15’34” East along a said Easterly line of Hyster land, a distance of 465.55 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 15: thence North 89°44’01” West along a Northerly line of said Hyster land, a distance of 1,447.64 feet to a corner thereof;

Course No. 16: thence North 03°09’40” East along an Easterly line of said Hyster land, a distance of 6349.59 feet to a point on the Southerly line of said Lot 92;

Resolution No. 09-55 cont.










January 22, 2009

Course No. 17: thence North 89°02’28” West along the said Southerly line of Lot 92, a distance of 563.77 feet to the place of beginning and containing 442.631 acres, 19,281,028 square feet of land and being the same more or less and being subject to all legal highways and easements

and;

Exhibit B – displays map

and;

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS TO THE REAL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO THE PETITION FOR ANNEXATION FROM AMHERST TOWNSHIP, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO TO THE VILLAGE OF SOUTH AMHERST, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO.

Parcel No. 05-00-094-102-024

Parcel No.
05-00-093-000-020

Parcel No. 01-00-072-000-013

Parcel No.
05-00-094-105-034

Parcel No. 01-00-057-000-012

Parcel No. 05-00-091-102-015

Dennis L. and Linda L. Abraham

Parcel No. 05-00-092-000-016

8149 Quarry Road

Parcel No. 05-00-008-000-011

Amherst, Ohio 44001

Parcel No. 05-00-009-000-092

IRG Amherst LLC

3623 Brecksville Road, Suite A

Richfield, Ohio 44286

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-063

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-062

Kenneth Nickel and


Laurel Beam

Laurel Beam



95 Hornyak Court

8400 Quarry Road


Amherst, Ohio 44001

Amherst, Ohio 44001

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-025

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-060

Herman and Julie Byrd


Edward J. Cline and

97 Hornyak Court


Jeanne M. Bring

Amherst, Ohio 44001


99 Hornyak Court






Amherst, Ohio 44001

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-059

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-057

Parcel No. 05-00-094-103-056

Kimberly A. Metcalfe and

Gerald R. Borer, Trustee

Margaret M. Willbond

103 Hornyak Court


107 Hornyak Court

Amherst, Ohio 44001


Amherst, Ohio 44001

Parcel No. 05-00-091-101-015

Parcel No. 05-00-091-101-002

Daniel J. and Stephanie L. Hyster
Parcel No. 05-00-091-101-001

507 West main Street


Parcel No. 01-00-073-000-010

Amherst, Ohio 44001


Beverly S. and Stephan Boiwka






48776 Stick Road






Amherst, Ohio 44001

Parcel No. 05-00-091-101-011

Old Fashion Grace Baptist Church

500 West Main Street

Amherst, Ohio 44001


WHEREAS, the County Auditor and Engineer have been notified to review and advise on their findings as to the accuracy of said petition; and


WHEREAS, this Type 2 Expedited Annexation requires the following within 20 days after the petition is filed;

a. The municipality to which annexation is proposed must adopt an ordinance or resolution relating to municipal services.

b. The municipality to which annexation is proposed must adopt an ordinance or resolution relating to land uses and zoning buffers, if the territory proposed to be annexes is currently subject to either county or township zoning; and

WHEREAS, this Type 2 Expedited Annexation requires the following 

within 25 days after the petition is filed;

a.
Within 25 days after the date that the petition is filed, the municipality to which annexation is proposed and each township with land included in the proposed annexation may adopt an ordinance or resolution consenting or objecting to the proposed annexation

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Lorain County Board of Commissioners has scheduled a decision on the proposed Annexation if all conditions are met to be placed on the agenda for Thursday, February 19, 2009 (35th day).

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





____________________
G.







BOARD CORRESPONDENCE

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Blair to approve the Board Correspondence and waive the reading of the same.  Ayes: All.

Motion carried.

#1.
Publications: “OSU Extension newsletters”; “Lorain County Metroparks newsletter”; “Government weekly e-news”; “Electric Co-op Today”; “Breaking Ground”; “CIDS #1 & 2”; “PUCO consumer updates – Duke Energy Ohio residential low income pilot program”; “Criminal Justice Weekly”; “

#2.
OHEPA public notice of receipt of 401 permit application and public hearing for Lorain County rural Sanitary Sewer collection project to install approximately 135,000 linear feet of 8-30 inch gravity sanitary sewer line approximately 314,000 linear feet (75,000 linear feet of which is a dual force main) of 1.25-16 inch force main and 15 pump stations along existing right of ways, to replace individual residential septic system in Carlisle and Eaton Township.  Public hearing will be February 18 at 6:30 pm at Carlisle Township Building East, 1959 Grafton Rd, Elyria.  Written comments will be to February 24 at Ohio EPA-DSW, Attn: Permits processing unit, PO Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049

#3.
Elyria City School District current board members; Donald Boddy, President; Evelyn France, Vice-President; Holly Brinda, Member; Virginia Hawes, Member and Kathryn Karpus, Member and can be reached at 42101 Griswold Road, Elyria at 440-284-8217

#4.
Fax from Eaton Township Trustee Linda Morrison and a letter to David Douglas, USDA, Rural Development on LORCO’s preparing to construct Phase One of its sewer line collection and distribution project.

#5.
Lorain County Sheriff in compliance with ORC 311.20 submitted the monthly itemized account of the actual cost of keeping and feeding prisoners and other persons placed in Sheriff’s charge for November was 39,682 and December was 35,891 meals served at a cost of $1.1240; !.1020 and $1.1496

#6.
February 6, 2009 – 3rd annual groundhog day economic development breakfast presented by Team Lorain County and Community Alliance, County Adm Bldg., Elyria; registration & breakfast 7:30-8:15 am and 8:15 prog

#7.
Lorain County Planning Commission tentative agenda – January 22 at 3 pm

#8.
2008 Ohio Delisting guidance; several changes to this 2008 revision include; 1) for BUIs w/numerical targets, a non-significant departure from full state attainment is now allowable & 2) Also for BUIs with numerical targets, not very point memorized in a sub-watershed or stream segment need to be at or below the BUI target value.  An average of all sites monitored in a sub-watershed or stream segment will be used to gage whether an area meets criteria for delisting  Discussion further at RAP meeting – Ohio EPA

#9.
Lorain County Engineer issued a highway use permit to Windstream Communications, Elyria to relocate 6 poles on south side of Redfern Rd at 1,100.00’+- east of Columbia E. .River Rd. at request of Engineers.  Care needs to be shown due to existing 4” sanitary force main.

#10.
Mental Health Board will meet at 4:30 pm on January 22, 2009 at 1173 N. Ridge Rd, E. Lorain

#11.
Grand Jury Report – Judge Zaleski

#12.
Sheffield Lake Mayor Piskura has instituted a new program to insure the well being, and peace of mind for the city’s seniors. Applications are available at City Hall, Police, Fire and via website;

The "Check In" program is where senior citizens who may live alone, have the opportunity to become part of our call in program.  They will decide on a day and time that "they" will call in or check in with the Police department.  If a call is missed then an officer will call them or stop over to see if everything's O.K. (Benefit of this program – the client does not have to be home to call in).

 The "Elderly Call" program is where the senior citizen is part of our "elderly call" list.  On designated days and times (usually Mondays at 9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.) the police department will call the "client's homes" to check on their welfare.  Again, if no contact is made an officer will be sent to the home to check on their welfare.

 The "Senior Watch" program is for seniors who may need our help more than others.  These seniors may not have family to check on them or provide assistance.  The Police Department or a designated volunteer would visit the client once a week (or more) to check on their welfare.

#13.
Email from Community Alliance on commuter rail (All aboard Ohio is calling on Ohio’s Congressional Delegation to support a list of “shovel ready” federal stimulus projects identified last week by US House of Reps Transportation & Infrastructure Committee.  In that list was $30.25 billion worth of highway and bridge projects, $12 billion for transit and nearly $5 billion for passenger rail)









________________________

H.







PUBLIC COMMENT







(Please limit your comments to three minutes)


There was no public comment



_____________________









JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioner Kokoski moved, seconded by Kalo at 9:45 a.m., to go into an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues/new hires at Golden Acres and ongoing bargaining issues.  Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: all.


Motion carried.


Commissioner reconvene from executive session to conduct the continuned hearing on the Roth Tile Ditch, Columbia Township.








ROTH TILE DITCH, COLUBMIA TOWNSHIP


The Clerk stated today is the continued hearing on the Petition request of property owners to clean approximately 1300 l.f. of a lateral of the Roth Ditch and replace a failed tile from the ditch to culvert #30 on Mitchell Road, Columbia Township, Ohio.


This petition was filed on March 28, 2008 is in accordance with Section 6131.07 of the Ohio Revised Code


The hearing was held on November 20, 2008 were many residents voiced their concerns in favor and objection to project.


Commissioners asked the Engineer to look into alternatives and continue hearing. The Engineers did submit a revised plan.


Edward Neiger asked for a postponement because Mr. Kvetensky that helped pay for this and his wife is in the hospital and he has every right to be here.  Mr. Neiger presented pictures to the Clerk for the Board. 


Commisioners agreed to continue hearing on Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.


Commissioner Blair said the original proposal was $91,600 and the engineer’s alternate would bring it down to $34,200.


Bill Holtzman, Engineer’s Office said after the 1st hearing there were objections and they revised the project to see if the project could be lessen, still do what the petitioners requested with positive drainage. They worked with the township they identified a section of 12” pipe that was adequate and still functioning and found a point to replace to existing ditch and clean the ditch for a positive outlay for the new tile  This reduced the impact and number of properties involved, which brought the project to around $34,000 compared to $91,000.  The proposed assessments do not go down proportionally because the bigger undeveloped properties in the back where the ditch ran through the Kennedy and one other parcel they dropped off petition but the amounts did drop in every case and this would still accomplish the goals to provide drainage.  If you have a 100 year storm the 24” tile would be needed and would have localized ponding of water after the storm it would drain out because now it just sits for a long time.  He would recommend the proceeding of the alternative proposal.

Dale Rundle, Columbia Township Trustee said he would like to see the new proposal so there is no more delay and have the residents notified.  Mr. Holtzman said he will give whoever is here today copies of the alterative plan and proposed assessments.


John Pojman, Columbia Township Trustee said the last 3 properties before entering the new area, he understands the pipe will be replaced and eliminate and raise the elevations but there is an open ditch between the end of pipe and new ditch on new property which is according to pictures has trees, etc. is this in the proposal to clean. Mr. Holtzman said the section of ditch cleaning was not included in the revised proposal because there was a major objection raised by the property owner and to reduce the cost this was not included.  There is no drainage in the pipe now, the proposal would go through pipe, clean enough for positive outlay it may pond downstream but upstream in the area of Mitchell Road that is being impacted he don’t think it will not be significantly impacted for not cleaning the ditch through the woods.  Ultimately the best would to be clean the whole, but they tried to compromise so the residents would be more attuned to be in favor of.


Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said the comments that were made today is not an official part of the records and there will be no notices sent or no newspaper publications.

Discussion continued and the following resolution was adopted:








RESOLUTION NO. 09-56

In the matter of postponing the Roth Tile Ditch hearing)
Until Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.              )

January 22, 2009


WHEREAS, Petitioner Ed Neiger requested the hearing on January 22, 2009 be postponed until the other Petitioner is able to be present.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby postpone the continued hearing on the Roth Tile Ditch until Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by kalo to adopt resolution. Ayes All.


Motion carried.





_____________________(discussion was held on the above)









JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioner Kokoski moved, seconded by Kalo to recess back into executive session at 10:11 a.m. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: all.


Motion carried.



Commissioner reconvene from executive session to conduct the

2nd PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SALES TAX
Commissioner Kokoski thanked all of you for attending this very important public hearing.  Today, we will be asking for input from the public regarding the proposed sales tax alternatives which she will have the Assistant County Prosecutor, Jerry Innes explain in just a few minutes  This Board of Commissioners attempted to pass a tax increase which all of you know was soundly defeated.  At the time the Commissioners, were looking at projections that indicated the county was facing serious financial difficulties for 2009.  Well, here we are in 2009 and unfortunately those projections were correct.  Our expenditures have been exceeding our revenue for some time.  The budget has been frozen for years and attempted to cut our departments in the past, which we ended up reinstating due to the need to provide services. We were able to do that because the general fund had enough carry over to do so.


We are now at the point that without the sales tax we will not be able to give our departments the money needed to carry out the services that our residents deserve and those that are mandated by the State.

I would like to give you a few examples of where our money is being spent. The biggest hit we took was the LGF. Due to a shift in population the distribution of these funds reduced the county share by $3.5 million. The cost of health care has skyrocketed. We have budgeted over $7 million for insurance and pensions, even though our employees are now paying more for their premiums. On Monday, we appropriated over $2 million just for utilities for all of our county building for this year.  We are now paying on the debt for the justice center which is an additional $1.8 million. The cost of indigent attorney fees in now well over $1million. We are mandated to give Job and Family Services $1.5 million every year. Due to new mandates from the state we are over $2 million for the Board of Elections. Our revenue for last year was about $55 million and the certificate we have to work with for this year is $49 million. That is an additional cost of $6 million. These dollars add up to $26.8 million; we are also anticipating a decline in interest income of over $3 million.


Keep in mind that county government is all about service to its resident’s. That means the majority of our expenses go to salaries.  That is why this Board of Commissioners when having to cut budgets to meet our certificate had no choice but to cut the salary line items by 20%.


We have some tough decisions to make in order to keep Lorain County safe and prosperous. We are not immune to what is happing all over this country, the economy is brutal and we are all feeling the effects. Over the last two years this board has tried to combat some of those effects by creating jobs and were successful in creating over 2,400 jobs in Lorain County but are not enough and the unemployment rate is still unacceptable. And now we are adding to those statics by the layoffs we have been forced to make. We need to bring our people back to work, especially our safety forces.  We can only do it with your help and support for the sales tax. This is your county. It is ultimately up to you to determine what you are willing to give up if the sales tax fails.
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You need to keep in mind that we are one of the largest counties in the State of Ohio and we have one of the lowest sales tax rates. How many of you have shopped at Crocker Park or other retail stores in Cuyahoga county and never gave a second thought to how much higher their sales tax rate is?


There are things that are out of our control like the rise and fall of gas prices if we want to drive we have no choice but to pay the prices. We have no control of where the profits go. The sales tax you do control. We have made our decision to put it on the ballot for your vote. You can vote yes or you can vote no. There are no profits to be had like the oil industry. No one gets rich with this increase.  It is only to maintain the services that are necessary and needed.


The meeting will run as follows: First, the Commissioners will have a chance to comment. Then if Jerry could explain the tax alternatives we are considering.  She would then like to hear from the various elected officials that are being impacted by the cuts we had to make and then it will be opened up to the concerned citizens to ask questions or make comments.  There is normally a three minute time limit for comments, but due to the seriousness of this issue, this time element will be waived.


She then opened the floor to Commissioner Kalo and Commissioner Blair.


Commissioner Kalo thanked everyone for their attendance and will hold his comments.

Commissioner Blair said she will hold her comments and thanked everyone for coming.

Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said the Board would enact a sales tax, which is required by two public hearings. 1st one being today, second one on January 22 and an informational hearing on the 21st at 6 pm.  Board will consider several options.

1) ¼% general revenue – if enacted the revenue from taxes will be designated for general fund

2) ½% general revenue – if enacted the revenue from taxes will be designated for general fund.

3) ¼% criminal/administrative justice – if enacted revenue will be used for purposes of anything for the criminal/justice system; to include but not limited to: Sheriff, Clerk of Courts, Prosecutor, Courts, Appeals, Coroner, etc.

4) ½% criminal/administrative justice – if enacted revenue will be used for purposes of anything for the criminal/justice system; to include but not limited to: Sheriff, Clerk of Courts, Prosecutor, Courts, Appeals, Coroner, etc.

5) ¼% general/criminal – if enacted will be used for general fund and criminal/justice system

6) ½% general/criminal – if enacted will be used for general fund and criminal/justice system

If Commissioners enact by emergency will go into effect on April 1, 2009 and certify for the November ballot if failed in November, the tax will cease.

7) ¼% operation, maintenance, construction, repairs for jail and detention home.

This cannot be done on an emergency, would go for a vote on May 2009 ballot.


Sheriff Stammitti said the general fund cut the sheriff’s budget by $1.1 million and spent $6.3 million last year. Costs keep rising and there was a 2.5% raise with the union, which he tried to negotiate but could not, which the union is entitled to.  There are 237 people and 41 are non-bargaining personnel in which there wages were frozen.  This department is not overpaid, always thought there was security in these jobs and when times get tough services are in more demand especially safety forces.  You always have to have a basic foundation of police, fire, garbage pick up and schools or no business or residents will locate here.  Need to get county back on track; economy is bad not just in Lorain County but the United States.  He attended a Buckeye Sheriff Association meeting in Columbus yesterday and everyone is struggling.  His jail budget was $12.4 million, which was cut $2 million, these are mandated services.  We could farm people out but you still have to pay fees.  The cuts effected the deputies having to lay off 12 full time, 8 part time and 2 full time typists in the records room and had a 24/hr 7 days a week records room, which is service the public deserves but a person, will have to wait until someone can be provided.  Lorain County Sheriff’s Office is a 24/hr, 365 days service, never closed, equipment wears down faster than any other department, no cruiser has been bought this year, or next or thereafter, mileage will increase and will become unsafe.  There use to be 5-6 deputies on shift now only have 2-3/shift.  He also cut costs by eliminating the support cars, which was a benefit by the officer on the way to work or way home to help others out, but now it will cost overtime.

The 18 townships have 55,000 residents and they deserve protection. It is up to the Commissioners to come up with the money for the departments, desperate people will get desperate and crime will increase.  There were over 2400 warrants issued, grand jury is always in indicting, over 700 sex offenders, foreclosures are on the rise, over 2200 in 2008, 4000 ccw permits, overcrowding issues and more mandates.  These are all concerns and he is looking at to do some regionalism, to see what services are being duplicated to cut costs.
Judy Nedwick, Lorain County Recorder said the 20% cut a month ago, affected her office with the lay off of 2 full time employees, 1 part time employee.  In 2003 there were 20 employees, now 13, 8 are in the union, 5 in management.  Employees took an hourly cut, go home early, copy department only has 1 person, part-time person use to do this, and there is a rotating schedule to fill the need.  This department is 30% down in revenue from last year, sheriff’s sale was their business last year, which is sad.  She attended a meeting in Columbus yesterday, everyone is in the same boat, she is to provide service.  Customers will have to wait longer, office is doing best they can.  The revenue received on every document is $24 and half of this goes to the state and she is balancing the state budget through her department as well.

Dennis Will, Lorain County Prosecutor said the 20% impacted his office by employees taking a 15% pay cut and hours worked, which he utilized federal monies from the 4d contracts.  For every 10 day pay period, employees only work 8 ½ days and reduced work hours by 486/hours per week, salary reduction as follows: Attorney with 13 years = $62,000 to $53,000; investigators with 25-30 years experience in law enforcement = $40,000 down to $34,500 these are the individuals that recouped the $¼ million dollars involving the justice center and criminal activity.  Vitim Witness average $30,740 down $26,129; Computer Administrator Brian Michaels = $56,950 down to $48,407; Administrative Assistants $47,000 down to $40,000 and 30 secretaries with numerous years of experience in specialized areas $28,372 down to $24,116. Looked at layoffs and to move quickly it was difficult due to the specialized areas of complexity with the attorney’s.  If the layoffs would have occurred it would have resulted in lay offs of 7-9 secretaries = 23-30% of the support staff, 4-5 attorneys would have been 11-14%; 1 ½ investigators = 23% and 1 victim advocate = 20%.  In doing so, the reduced work hours would be 580 hours/week.  We will have less people doing less work slowing down the process.  Unfortunately, this process cannot slow down it is mandated and we continue to get more.  With the Adam Walsh law last year they had to put 2 attorneys on 400 cases or more, which had been  appealed.  Hard times increase more crime and different types of crimes, that is why the Task Force was created several years ago.  Many capital murder cases have increased, more property crimes, more domestic violence and more child support cases, which are docketed into June or July looking for time in the courts and if they have to wait these people go on public assistance which raises the costs to state and county. He sees an increase in Children Services cases from discipline to the marital problems. Everything is going up nothing going down and does not see it declining in the economic times we are in. The Courts are operating at 100%, Prosecutors Office is at 85%.  No one wants to pay taxes, even in good times they don’t want to pay, but hard times make it more difficult, but the Commissioners need to convey to the citizens 1) what you decide what is your duty to fund county government 2) informing them of what is efficient and economic and what it will be used for and if they ultimately decide they do not want this, they have to understand they are going to get what they ask for when you don’t increase taxes to pay for things, you will get less government.  But when this happens, he does not have the ability to tell someone to prosecute their own case because they cannot do this, he can’t tell someone that he can’t take care of their case because a family member was victimized, hurt, injured or property taken from them, don’t have luxury but they will have to understand they can only do what they can with the resources available and will do the best they can. They cannot do more with less and try to operate efficiently and he understands the citizens concern and would not ask them for anything different, he can only tell them that it will impact them and it will get worse as we go forward.
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County Administrator Cordes asked if Judge Betleski would like to brief the Board on the unfunded mandate on the justice center security measures and forwarded the report to the Board, but they probably did not have time to review.  Judge Betleski said he was not going to speak of this today but stated about 1 ½ years ago the Supreme Court at the request of the officials at justice center did an assessment of the security measurers utilized at the justice center and county jail.   As a result of the assessment and rules of the Superintendent, they formed a security committee staffed by 1 official of each elected official office; clerk, prosecutor, general division, probate court and Captain Drozdowski, Sheriff Office.  Also had an evaluation by the bomb squad, swat units, manpower assessments by Sheriff department and Supreme court manpower within justice center and homeland security. He thanked the Commissioners in providing the services of Ron Twining and Karen Davis as representative on this committee.  Some issues within the original security had been dealt with but some are complex.  As a result of such assessments it was determined that additional security changes above and beyond what is there now need to be made to have a secured environment and this proposal was given to Mr. Cordes this past Friday.  Improvements include manpower and physical plan changes and some of which could have an impact of other government buildings and certain surveillance equipment could be utilized not only at Justice Center but centralized for surveillance throughout the county government building.  

Commissioner Kokoski asked about the cost.

County Administrator Cordes said the initial cost is $300,000 for outlays and discussed ongoing staffing needs for security, which could be about $450-580,000.  The ideal staffing for specific guidelines would be $580,000 but with creative thinking, it could bring it down to $460-480,000 with a mix of staffing alternatives.  Either way this will have ongoing cost annually and the county will have to do it sooner or later to meet these mandated guidelines.

Captain Drozdowski said based on recommendations of the Supreme Court some things were done quickly, other things are long term and will effect the other county buildings and looking at procedures and equipment that will adapt to all.  The manpower issue in accordance with the Supreme Court is to be in effect March 2009, which is expensive but reasonable.

Commissioner Kalo asked what would happen if Lorain County could not afford, what will the Supreme Court do.  Judge Betleski said the concern with security is a consequence rather than the consequence with the Supreme Court, but not sure what will happen.

Karen Pleban, 7142 Murray Ridge Road, Elyria Township, said not here to hear about the Commisioners squandering the money, and understands the purpose of the meeting is discuss the sales tax but you do need to hear why the majority of the residents will not approve a tax increase.  It is a tough time and disheartened to hear about all the cuts with the courts and safety officials, like they said it is going to get worse.  We need to hear what the Commisioners are going to do to cut back on their spending instead of cutting back on sheriff’s service, this is not an option, and they need it more than ever.  She lives down the road from the sheriffs’ office and use to see around 8 patrol cars a day, within the last week have not even noticed one.  Because of the squandering, you have to have guns ready in the house now, have to leave the house packing a gun, which she prefers not to, but the county has an open policy that there is no protection.  Mrs. Pleban said she 63 years old and not be able to defend physical have to rely on gun.  She will not support putting money in general fund in order for it to be squandered, it is going to get worse, adding more taxes will not solve issue.   She suggest that the Board double up on their offices, winterize and close up excessive buildings and again reduce directors pay and eliminate assistant directors job, look how many jobs this will create, especially with the low paying ones.  Before you sit back and spend money, ask yourself if the urgency is necessary, she is having a hard time understanding how you can enforce a tax when the taxpayers clearly and loudly said no last fall by a 4-1 vote. Are you all in a political suicide.  She said the county has been saying this is needed for several years but you go on squandering, how do we believe what you say.  She noted that Commissioners Kokoski was correct, they did not just decorate the offices, and it was more customized like a stockbroker or ceo office.  There was over $2 million for the renovation of the 4th floor; $1700 for cable installation, why - $1,950 ice maker, $899.95 refrigerator; $1,869 dishes, unless in the back rooms you have a homeless shelter; $114,000 furniture.  Is it true that Mr. Cordes has a humidor that was custom made to match his furniture even though the building is smoke free.   County Administrator Cordes said yes it was made, no public funds, and takes exception to her comments and would like her to make her questions with an inquiry mind rather than a accusatory mind and yes he has cigars but he takes one when he leaves, and yes the building is smoke free and the humidor cost him $52 nothing from the taxpayers.  He also noted that the dishes are also glassware and silverware and used for Team Lorain County, Community Alliance, Growth Partnership and many trainings are held with meals being catered and it was more cost effective to have the facilities here and to provide this minimal service than to rent other places.  He stated the flat screens are to better communicate with the public when meetings are held and training events specifically children services use it frequently rather than go off site to be more cost effectively and utilize many webinars.  

Mrs. Pleban said she appreciates the position but takes exception of being called hostile, she is not, she should be thanked because she is giving the board an opportunity to explain the expenditures.   She also reviewed the receipts for the holiday reception and you are correct, there were about 4-5 vendors that donated $250 each, but it is disturbing.  County Administrator Cordes said when the holiday reception was first held the local vendors were spotlighted which consisted of the wineries and the businesses were highlighted and it did not cost the county anything. Last year Team Lorain County provided the beverages and got from various wineries and microbreweries.  

Mrs. Pleban said she appreciates the need for technology, she was in the field, but also a resident, mother, wife and said the economy has been getting bad for 4 years since 911 and you have to cut down and do not see it all necessary. She suggest that you sit back and ask yourself, do you really need it because the safety forces have been affected and thinks you should look at that rather than convenience for self-serving for whatever you are doing.  How many jobs would have been saved if the 4th floor was not done, what would have the Sheriff done with this $3 million, this is just one of many things the residents have seen.  She is not being vindictive because she was fired as Mr. Dan Billman said, she is 63 years old and does not care anymore. She is here because she is a citizen and has property and wants to keep the value, it is going to be a ghost town here.  The expenses out of the Commissioners offices are ridiculous it is just not the spending it is what they are spending it, yes the spending is less but it is the spending on unnecessary items.  With that, she said its pretty explanatory, why people do not believe you when you say the county needs money because you spend like you have unlimited funds.  You manipulate funds, cut very important services like sheriff and courts, and find it hard to believe you do not have this money to run these offices.  You scare the public into passing tax by taking money or providing the money to the sheriff. There was over almost $4 million when the building was remodeled that could go to the Sheriff’s office.  Cut spending and cut high pay employees wages.  If you go with the emergency tax you will most certainly guarantee that you will send a message to the residents stating you do not care what their voices say and don’t care about the safety of the residents. All you want to do is get the money to spend and can say on behalf of her friends and relatives this tax will get a no vote in November and when all three of you come up for re-election, you will receive no votes.  She is not up here to badmouth the commissioners and would like to say the commissioners are wonderful and live comfortable but does not like the idea to leave the house with guns.

Commissioner Kalo asked Mrs. Pleban if she would support a sales tax just for the criminal justice system.  Mrs. Pleban said she would support it, if it was just for the justice system and get commitments from the Commisioners on what they are going to do and then she would consider supporting it.

County Administrator Cordes said this building was opened in 1972 and with regards to the 5th floor, there was no upgrades for 33 years, the floor was abused with the courts and was in horrendous conditions.  The board was saving money for the justice center and nothing was done up there.  Tenants moved up there that pay direct cost to the general fund from Solid Waste, Chamber of Commerce and other agencies in addition we moved Community Development, which was offsite and the maintenance department did the renovations. In addition, the building required extensive HVAC, electrical, distribution panels and lighting.  The 4th floor had not been renovated in 33-34 years and when Probate Court left, along with Prosecutors office it was bad and gutted out except where the commissioners officers were with all new upgrades to get another 25-30 years out of this building.  The only thing needed to be done is to upgrade to the roof, infrastructure has been improved, the taxpayers get the ability that a building will not have to be built for the next quarter century, and that was one of the goals.  Take a look around this room, you do not see decorative wall coverings and it was well thought out with the quality and longer durability and the lights use about 45% less energy.
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Jerry Donovan, 5109 Oakhill Blvd, Lorain has lived in the county for 44 years.  He said the greatest demand in government is not during good times it is during tough times, people expect more because there is a greater need and welfare increases.  He said many people have spoken but like the Prosecutor said, there has been a demand in domestic violence; Sheriff stated patrols are being cut.  He stated people reacted by having to have guns.  The Recorder stated houses are being lost, this is only going to increase during these tough times. Human nature, being what it is, people react the way they do and want to make cuts in the greatest demand at that time.  Sometimes people have the wrong opinion of Commissioners leadership, having elected them they feel, as they are more delegates rather than representatives.  Delegates are bound by the wishes of the people as they represent, he thinks the great political philosopher and parliamentary of the 18-19th Century - Edmund Burke as he stated; “a representative does not only owe industry to its people he owes judgment and would betray his people if they scarifies those people to his judgment”.  There were seven options presented, but the eighth option is the most people prefer, which is not an option to do nothing.  You have to use your best opinion as to why we need to move and do this for our county. We have heard and many prefer to stick their heads in the sand and unfortunately, when you put your head in the sand you put your butt in a position to be kicked and it will be kicked.  People have said cut this, lay off, do this, do that, there is a waste in government but you need to come to reality and experience the times and need to look at the future or this county or it will be a ghost town if services are cut. Charity begins at home and the initiatives need to be supported, cannot always do by cut, cut cut.  Cannot own your own success and you Commissioners owe him his judgment and demands as a citizen to face the judgment in his best interest.

Jim Brooks, 3222 Eastlawn, Lorain lifelong resident and read in the paper this morning there were 2 more robberies and about a week ago in his neighborhood there was a pizza delivery.   He did the one thing that he thought he would never do, which was purchased a gun, sits in his living room loaded and his wife knows how to use it as well.  His good friend that lives on Capel Road said his neighbor walks his property with a loaded gun.  He does not care if the sales tax is 1, 1 ½ or 5%, this is needed and for a long term.  He is an RN and does not know about government, but does know about people and has worked in almost every emergency room in Lorain County and sees that many people are desperate, all crimes are increasing and will continue, and many businesses are laying off.  What about a sin tax, people love their cigarettes and booze, lets’ exploit their addiction, there use to be 27 bars on Broad Street.  People will buy cigarettes before milk, $1, $5 per pack, personally he does not care it is their addiction.
Commissioner Kokoski asked about a sin tax and County Administrator Cordes said this proposal was discussed years ago regarding a sports complex in North Ridgeville but he is not sure if this money could be used for operating.

Dominic Manacci, 1631 Missouri Avenue, Lorain has been a dedicated 16-year employee of the Sheriff’s Office as a Corrections Officer and Sergeant, has seen, and experienced a plethora and overabundance of scenarios of things you cannot even envision.  Today as a Corrections Officer and member of the Board of Directors of the Sheriff's Police Association affiliate of the Ohio Patrolman’s Benevolent Association as well as a taxpayer and life long resident of the City of Lorain and Lorain County it is a great concern to him that the budget of the Sheriff’s office has been forced to take an un-imaginary cut.  He has and will continue to attend these public meetings that the Board of Commissioners are holding through the month of January giving input to suggestion to try and solve the problems.  He has written letters to the editor in an attempt to educate the public and make them aware of concerns of the public and officers safety.  He does not represent deputies in the bargaining unit however, the impact of loosing 20 deputies; 12 full time and 8 part time due to layoffs, places the corrections officers in dangerous situations and raises liability on the county.  Should something happen, such as an escape, riot, suicide or life threatening situation at the jail, they are the first responders for a crisis to assist and gain control of the circumstances.  Not only in the county jail, but also at the Lorain/Medina County Community Based Correctional Facility and Detention Home, which are all located on Murray Ridge Road, Elyria.  The perpetuate and inclination of such conditions is more prevalent than ever, the jail is and has been majorly overcrowded with serious offenders several are facings the death penalty by lethal injection or life without parole for the charges of murder and aggravated murder and these criminal offenders have absolutely no question, nothing to loose to attempt and free to liberate oneself.  Criminal offenders are well aware of the manpower issues and overcrowding and it is his suggestion, idea and plan to suggest to the fellow county citizens and board of commissioners to promptly and without delay to use, their authority to impose a ½% sales tax increase earmarked for the safety services.  He does understand that imposed sales tax is not popular, however, he thinks that the Board would agree as public service to the people you must do what is unpopular for the safety and betterment of the community and society here in Lorain County, Ohio.  He entrust that the citizens of Lorain County, will need to understand and support such an increase and it is their job as a law enforcement collecting bargaining unit to educate the public on such issues and need more so than ever to upgrade safety services during these very hard economic times.  He said to Commissioner Kalo, Blair and Kokoski and fellow citizens; please take this into great consideration; when times get hard, people become desperate with the lack of income and jobs the crime rate will increase, causing more overcrowding and dangerous conditions and unsafe hazardous conditions for the officers.  He is willing to volunteer and spearhead a citizens committee once the ½% sales tax is imposed to educate the public, the voters and the fellow citizens for the sales tax increase, however it must be earmarked for safety services and not a general fund increase. Truly when the people know and understand the why and what of any issue and using common sense, they will support this ½%, $.50 cents on $100 purchase of taxable goods will generate at least $14 million per year.  This is enough revenue to subsidize a bigger jail, the courts, the Sheriff’s road patrol, the Sheriff’s records division, which is responsible for registration of sexual offenders living in the county to protect the children of victimization and unfair treatment, as well as issuing concealed weapons permits and restore full funding to Lorain County prosecutors’ office, who work firm and fair to hold criminals accountable for their actions to the full extend of the law as it should be.  The ability and concern of people’s safety in any community should be the number one priority for any government, our ability to incarcerate criminals who violate the families, neighbors and children.  It is necessary costly and unpleasant subject matter, which must be endeared for civilized law-abiding society.

Karen Pleban, Elyria Township agrees the 5th floor was a nightmare when she left in 2005 but if you are going to force a tax then it needs to be allocated to the courts and sheriff, not general fund.  Many businesses are leaving, houses are being foreclosed and this tax would have to come up again in the future, then what will the Board do because it will not be enough.


Commissioner Kokoski said there is still ¼% that the board has a right too

Mrs. Pleban said put the information out on the website and in the papers about what cuts have been and will be made, what services are provided and what about the Sheriff’s auxiliary. 

Rich Resendez, Lorain County Sheriff’s Office said the auxiliary is a very proud and active auxiliary which has been in existence for over 50 years, they are trained, they work the road, jail, accessible for emergencies, these people are golden they sometimes do what the other police officers are reluctant to do.

David Moulder, 15255 Rhonda Lane, LaGrange said he feels that the need for the money is there. Government spending is complicated with unfunded mandates.  If we pass the ½% for justice department, would it free up other funds in the county.  Commissioner Kokoski said we subsidize the jail $4.6 million, so the justice system would get $15 million from the ½% increase and the money the general fund would give to the jail would be retained for the other departments.  He said he is in favor of the ½% sales tax for justice system.  Commissioner Kokoski said the increase would make the county par for 2008. County Administrator Cordes said it would free up some additional capital for the other departments. Mr. Moulder would like to see more township trustees, fiscal officer’s, people who have understanding of financing and loss of local government funds and does not believe the township received much of the local government funds.  It was a suggestion by Commissioner Blair that the township contribute $10/captia, some townships could afford, some could not but the Sheriff has explained what they do for the cities and incorporated areas of the county. They are not just out their taking care of prisoners or driving county roads they take care of the whole county if needed. The prosecutor’s office is needed.  Do not think ¼% will solve the planning of several years, he would pledge his vote for ½% to the justice system to free up money for other departments.  This room has great chairs because he has been sitting there since 9:30 and he can still get up, he can hear people, see people and you get your money out of this room.  The only thing he noticed was when you walk in the front of the building there is a beautiful bench that has a plague from a solid waste grant, which comes from a tipping fee by Allied Waste and given 
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away to various entities for projects.  However, the engraving on the bench with the three names does not have to be there just Board of Commissioners and thanked Commissioner Kokoski for having her name removed off things.

David C. Urig, Amherst Township Trustee expressed his concern for the sheriff deputy road patrol, it leaves the residents of the Township in a serious condition and a dangerous situation for the deputies.  The townships as a whole is like the City of Elyria, would you staff the City of Elyria with what you have in deputies and call it adequate.  This is what you are asking the Sheriff to do, it is about public safety.  The sheriff should be cut last and least.

Rupert Lopez, 62 Edgewood Dr, Carlisle Township, 8-year corrections officer at jail and supports ½% sales tax increase for the justice jail department.  Every bit they get helps, people do not care at the jail; the officers only have their bodies; no body armor, no pepper spray, they are understaffed, overloaded and there is a need for more deputies.  He was an auxiliary and worked his way up and when he has time he goes with the deputies, they are outstanding and they put their lives on the line. He is a resident of a township and feels safe, he does not feel he has to carry a gun but bring back the deputies, get it passed.

Jacob Bell, 513 Park Avenue, Elyria, corrections officer at the jail.  He stated the sales tax in Cuyahoga is at 7.75% and Lorain County is 6.25%, which is 1.5% less When you talk about going to Crocker Park he did not think about spending there and agree with the ½% tax increase to the justice system, we are at hard times and with the justice system and jail we are looking at preservation of life and it should be the most important thing.  He is concerned if it is not imposed, what is going to happen if someone is injured or couldn’t respond.  He is asking that this be imposed for the criminal justice system.

John Kreig, 44378 Stang Road, Amherst Township supports this sales tax just like he did 2  years ago.  If this is not passed, the county will not look like it is now, people are existing from Lorain County, and houses are for sale because they have been foreclosed or jobs lost. When services are cut in the county, everyone suffers.  It is almost $90/day for the keeping prisoners.  We have the power to change things, we vote for elected officials, look at the mall; Fozolis, Benegans and Friday's is closed more tax money lost.  Go down by the Ohio River, Flint, MI the steel mills, auto industries, it is all gone, there is no guarantee at anything, things are going to get tough and services are needed for people that live here and want to move here.  We have a big resource, the lake, let’s use it.  No one likes taxes increase and just got a big hit from Amherst schools, every one wants to complain, our job as citizens is to voice your opinions we run things and they have to do what is right to protect our county and citizens.

Elaine Kreig, 44378 Stang Road, Amherst Township supports the sales tax just like in the past but we need coverage, what about re-doing the job descriptions and have the city people help out checking the people at the justice center.  It seems when the economy goes down the townships get the bad end of the deal.  Commissioner Kokoski said if we enact it today, money will be coming in late June, but we have to wait for the citizens to make a decision.  If the tax fails it would equal another 15% cut in addition to what has already been done.  Mrs. Kreig spoke with the Trustees and does not feel she gets anywhere, the turf issues need to be avoided and get the Sheriff protection back.  County Administrator Cordes said the Sheriff provides for the whole county. Mrs. Kreig said when the road patrol is out there, keep them there, there is no reason to have them be pulled off for something else.  Commissioner Kalo said the city police represent their cities only.  County Administrator Cordes said there was a ruling in Erie County to look at privatization of security, but it was ruled that the security at the justice centers need to be done by deputies, which is mandated, by the Ohio Revised Code and Court decision.

Mrs. Kreig said there was $10 million a few years ago in a carryover fund, how much in there now, Board said nothing it has been all appropriated with the 20% cuts.

Bill Beecheler, 50902 Becker Road, Henrietta Township said he supports the ¼% tax for the justice system and do it now, get money for general fund and when the economy gets better do another 1/4%.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to close hearing.  Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





________________(discussion was held on the above)
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Commissioner Kokoski thanked all the people who took the time to attend the three public meetings to discuss the tax issue.

This board of commissioners attempted to enact a sales tax in 2007 and she believes they made some mistakes in the way they went about it. First, they did it before it was an emergency based on projections. Second, they did not put it on the ballot for a vote and she believes the people of Lorain County deserve that. Third, they did not dedicate it to safety where it needs to be and people want to know where the tax money is going. Lastly, they did not work hard enough to educate the people as to why the tax was needed.

No one likes taxes including herself, they are a necessary evil to pay for services that people expect and what the state mandates them to do.  Judge Basinksi said it best last night. “It is their job to provide the money necessary for county government”.  Unfortunately, that money comes from taxes.  This county has not seen a tax increase since the early 90’s and was for the jail only. Since the cost of housing prisoners has gone up over the years, the general fund has been subsidizing the jail operations to the tune of over $4 million.

We are now at a critical point and the emergency being our county is at risk due to layoffs, specially the deputies whose job it is to protect us. We are putting it on the ballot in November for your vote and we are going to have to continue to show the people of Lorain County the need and also show that we are being good stewards of the money we have now.

She believes a ½% increase is necessary to keep this county running and keep our residents safe.  She also believes that increase absolutely needs to be dedicated to the criminal justice system.

We have a lot of work to do between now and November. We need to regain the public’s trust and we need to educate them. The three of them cannot do it alone. We need the help of all the elected officials, our safety forces and anyone being affected by the cuts we have had to make.

She would like to make the motion to pass the ½% increase dedicating the money to the justice system, does she have a second?

Commissioner Kalo second.

Clerk called for discussion.

Commissioner Kalo said he would like to thank the public for attending these hearings and providing their input.  He knows that we as members of this community are facing difficult times as job losses mount, companies are leaving or closing along with increased costs coming at us from every direction from food to utilities and see Ohio Edison is going to do a 4% increase.  He is also aware that as our economy suffers, the needs go up and thanked Mr. Donovan for all his comments.   He is not speaking as just your county commissioner or elected official but as a taxpayer, he has 5 children, married, same issues as everyone else and is aware of the rise in criminal activity and lives in the City of Lorain.  He understands what the Sheriff does for him in the City of Lorain with sexual offender notifications and does not see a downturn in foreseeable future and like to see keeping the streets safe and criminals in jail.  Locally, our urban cores have been wacked by a poor economy, our townships are facing the loss of minimal services to just feel safe in their homes and we have people giving up and moving away.  That leaves us, who are weathering the storm to make and support sometimes costly and difficult decisions just to maintain our qualify of life.  We are not alone, this is not just a Lorain County issue, or cities versus township issue but a problem being faced all over Ohio and our country.
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We have a couple of choices, it is simple, we can cutback services even more than we have, which will continue into a downward spiral that will take years to repair or we can as members of this community choose to support the sales tax.  This is not a new story, we are all on the right page now, like Commissioner Kokoski said 2 years ago we were not with what the needs were and tried to get in front of the issue, but the public said no. He will work tirelessly to get the message out and he asks everyone to please keep an open mind, a lot of discussion was had and some said they will not discuss at all, but he would like them to give it a chance to explain the need and please lets not make this conformational, he thinks everyone wants a better place to live and thanked Commissioner Kokoski for making the motion and he supports it and thanked everyone again for the participation that was had in the last couple of weeks

Commissioner Blair thanked the approximately 43 people who spoke during the 3 hearings and especially appreciates those who gave positive comments.  The job ahead is not an easy one and it is nice to be supported in the action that will have to be taken.  She noted; 1) last time the tax passed was 13 years ago, after 5 attempts for the operation and construction of the jail to match a $1 million grant from the state at ¼%

2) tax was increase 3 years ago by the state by 1% and after short period of time reduced to ½% and they keep the money.

Discussion continued and the following resolution was adopted:






RESOLUTION NO. 09-57
In the matter of increasing the sales and
)

use tax, pursuant to R.C. 5739.021 and 
)

5741.021,  by one-half of one percent
)

(1/2%) for a continuing period of time,
)


January 22, 2009
for the purpose of supporting criminal 
)

and administrative justice services in 
)

Lorain County



)

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio, met in regular session on January 22, 2009, with all members present.

Commissioner Kokoski moved the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Lorain County Budget Commission have issued a Certificate of Estimated Resources for the year of 2009 to be 49.8 million dollars; and 

WHEREAS, the projected carryover from 2008 will be approximately 8.5 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, the projected expenditures from the County General Fund will be approximately 56.3 millions dollars, which includes a 20% reduction from the 2008 budgets for salary expenditures, and

WHEREAS, the past experience of the County is that an excess of 2 million dollars in unanticipated costs will arise, it is therefore likely that there will be insufficient funds in the County General Fund before the end of the year to continue operations; and

WHEREAS, even without a shortfall for 2009, there will not be sufficient funds available to operate in beginning of 2010 before revenue for 2010 is collected; and

WHEREAS, approximately 70% of the General Fund budget is attributable to the Justice System; and

WHEREAS, the sales and use tax in Lorain County is one of the lowest in the State of Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, the County will become devoid of sufficient funds to operate if collection on the tax is delayed until an election may be had. 

THEREFORE,  the Board of Commissioners of Lorain County has determined that it is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the citizens of the County that an emergency increase of the sales and use tax be enacted.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO:

That the Clerk of the Board did publish in the Chronicle Telegram and Morning Journal on December 29, 2008 and January 5, 2009 notice of public hearings which were held by the Board of Commissioners on January 15, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.; and January 22, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. and did schedule an informational public hearing on January 21, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building, 226 Middle Avenue, 4th Floor – Meeting Room B, Elyria, Ohio to consider the following:

I.
For the purpose of supporting criminal and administrative justice services in Lorain County, pursuant to Revised Code Section 5739.021, levy an increase of the existing rate of tax by one half of one percent (1/2%) for a continuing period of time, upon every retail sale made in Lorain County , except sales of watercraft and outboard motors required to be titled pursuant to Chapter 1548 of the Revised Code and sales of motor vehicles;

and said tax shall be in addition to the tax levied by Section 5739.02 of the Revised Code and any tax levied pursuant to Sections 5739.023 or 5739.026 of the Revised Code.

II. 
For the purpose of supporting criminal and administrative justice services in Lorain County, pursuant to Revised Code Section 5741.021, levy an increase of the existing rate of tax by one-half of one percent (1/2%) for a continuing period of time, on the storage, use or other consumption in Lorain County of the following:

(1) motor vehicles, and watercraft and outboard motors required to be titled in Lorain County pursuant to Chapter 1548 of the Revised Code and acquired by transaction subject to the tax imposed by Section 5739.02 of the Revised Code; and

(2) in addition to the tax imposed by Section 5741.02 of the Revised Code, tangible personal property and services subject to the tax levied by the State of Ohio as provided in Section 5741.02 of the Revised Code, and tangible personal property and services purchased in another county within the State of Ohio by a transaction subject to the tax imposed by Section 5739.02 of the Revised Code;
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and said tax levied pursuant to Section 5741.021 of the Revised Code on the storage, use, or other consumption of tangible personal property and on the benefit of a service realized shall be in addition to the tax levied by Section 5741.02 of the Revised Code and, except as provided in division (D) of Section 5741.021 of the Revised Code, any tax levied pursuant to Sections 5741.022 and 5741.023 of the Revised Code;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said increases in the sale and use taxes be adopted as an emergency measure pursuant to R.C. 
5739.021(A) and 5741.021(A); and shall become effective April 1, 2009 or such later date as provided by law
That, pursuant to 5739.021 (B)(2) and 5741.021(A), that the Board of Elections of Lorain County submit the question of repealing the 
tax increase to the electors of Lorain County at the next general election, November 3, 2009; and

That the Clerk transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Board of Elections and the Tax Commissioner.

This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were 

taken in an open meeting of this Board and that all deliberations of this Board were in meetings open to the public.

Seconded by Commissioner Kalo

Upon roll the vote was taken thereon and resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





____________(discussion was held on the above)
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Commissioner Kokoski moved, seconded by Commissioner Kalo to recess back into executive session at 12:30 p.m.. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Commissioners reconvened from an executive session and the following resolution was adopted:









RESOLUTION NO. 09-58
In the matter of authorizing various personnel actions as   )

indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the  )
January 22, 2009
jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners)


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various personnel actions as indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners.

Golden Acres:

New hires;
1. Sara Conway, full-time STNA, effective January 29, 2008 at a rate of $9.64/hour

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





____________









RESOLUTION NO. 09-59
In the matter of authorizing a contract with CT Consultants  )

Youngstown, Ohio to assist Lorain County in the preparation)

for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program with the Ohio     )

Department of Development            


      )
January 22, 2009

WHEREAS, Lorain County is planning to make application for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) with the Ohio Department of Development; and

WHEREAS, the County of Lorain is in need of professional services to assist in making the NSP grant and CT Consultants is available
and willing to provide these professional services.

THEREFORE BE IT RSOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners authorizes a contract between the Board and CT Consultants, 

Youngstown, Ohio to assist in the preparation of the NSP grant at a cost not to exceed $5,000 based on the hourly rate for actual hours spent.

Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.





____________









JOURNAL ENTRY

With no further business before the Board, Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 1:23 p.m. Ayes: All.


Motion carried.

The meeting then adjourned.
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Attest:________________________________, Clerk

Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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