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April 4, 2017

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building, 
226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:40 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Lori Kokoski,   President, Commissioner Ted 
Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Matt Lundy, Member and Theresa L. Upton,  Clerk 








JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.


The following business was transacted


__________________

A.







PUBLIC HEARING 








PHEASANT RUN

Pheasant Run;

· Sewer Improvement #123 is cured-in-place pipe lining of sanitary sewers and manholes from Pheasant Run Association Subdivision along Diagonal Road and Webster Road, LaGrange

· Sewer Improvement #124 abandonment of existing Pheasant Run Association Wastewater Treatment Plant and install force main existing right of way along Diagonal Road, Whitney Road, Whitehead Road, State Route 303 & West Street

· Sewer Improvement #125 installs 536 new water meters within Pheasant Run Association Subdivision

Lorain County Commissioners received a request for Sewer Improvements and all necessary appurtenances on or about July 2015 under ORC 6117 from Pheasant Run (homeowners) Association, PRA, to construct and assess the installation of sewers to connect the homes in Pheasant Run Village to the Village of LaGrange, Ohio. County Sewer Improvements #123, #124 & #125.  


Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 17-134 on February 22, 2017 declaring it necessary to construct the following;


Sanitary Improvement No. 123:


The project calls for Cured-in-Place Pipe lining of 4,324 linear feet of 6” sanitary sewer; 4,508 linear feet of 8” sanitary sewer; 2,366 linear feet of 10” sanitary sewer; and 6,745 linear feet of 12” sanitary sewer. This project also includes grouting of the first 4’ of 213 laterals and lining of 286 vertical feet of manholes. Manhole inflow inserts will be installed in 55 manholes. The project will require a point repair in the sanitary sewer. This project is located in the Pheasant Run Association Subdivision along Diagonal Road and Webster Road in LaGrange Township of Lorain County.


Sanitary Improvement No. 124:


This project calls for the abandonment of the existing Pheasant Run Association Wastewater Treatment Plant. The abandonment includes redirecting the 12” diameter sanitary sewer to a new above ground packaged lift station. The lift station and wet well includes one duty and one standby pump capable of a maximum pumping capacity of 675 gallons per minute each. The project also includes the installation of approximately 23,500 linear feet of an 8” diameter force main from the lift station to the LaGrange WWTP. This force main will include four air release valve manholes, an isolation valve manhole for railroad installation, jack and bore installation under CSX railroad, and two flow meter vaults located at the pump station and the LaGrange WWTP. The existing WWTP at Pheasant Run will be demolished with the exception of the existing blower building, the equalization tank, and the final clarifiers. The existing structures will be converted to equalization for the lift station. The force main will be installed in the existing right of way along Diagonal Road, Whitney Road, Whitehead Road, State Route 303, and West Street.


Sanitary Improvement No. 125:


The project calls for installation of 536 new water meters within the Pheasant Run Association Subdivision for the purpose of metering the water usage for billing of sanitary sewer services provided by the County. The installation will include removal of any existing meters and new drive-by reading software and equipment. 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Sanitary Sewer Improvement Nos. 123, 124 & 125“);


Legal notice postcards were sent to 536 landowners on March 9, 2017 with tentative assessments ranging with 1 ERU at $14,679.48; 2 ERU’s at $29,358.96 (1 landowner) and 4 ERU’s at $58,717.92 (1 landowner)


Publications of said legal notice was in Chronicle Telegram on March 10 & 17, 2017


March 13, legal notice postcards were sent out again to 536 landowners with the correct hearing date of today; April 4, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.


21 notices returned with 6 notices being resent with correct address/names.  15 notices were correct in accordance with Auditors office, but houses are vacant.

Matt Witter, KE McCartney stated there have been several issues with Pheasant run Sanitary Sewers.

Existing Pheasant Run Wastewater Treatment Compliance Issues;

· Existing plant rated for 12,000 gal/day

· Current average flows are 124,000 gal/day

· No additional homes can connect

· Wet weather flows exceed 1,500,000 gal/day

· WWTP frequently overflows during wet weather

· Permit limits are regularly not being met

· Existing WWTP would need significant upgrades to obtain compliance – not feasible due to space constraints

· Capacity expansion of existing WWTP – not feasible due to receiving stream limitations

· Ohio EPA findings & orders (2001, 2003 & 2006), required upgrades at WWTP to meet permit limits, removal of storm water form sanitary sewer and prohibits additional connects to WWTP
· Ohio Attorney General Office – findings & orders have not been satisfied, so the Ohio EPA forwarded to the AG’s office for enforcement action. AG is currently withholding enforcement actions based upon the construction schedule provided for this project

· Pheasant Run Association had LORCO initiate a study in November 2012 to pump flows to existing LORCO gravity sewer at Parsons Rd/Indian Hollow Rd

· Pumping rate of 359 gallons per minute

· Existing WWTP converted to daily flow equalization
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· Based on flow monitoring, option would require 340,000 gallons of equalization volume at a 50 yr/12 hr storm (only 110,000 gallons of existing tank age exists)

· Did not include rehabilitation of the existing collection system could be added for additional costs

· Pheasant Run still owned and operated the existing collection system

· Pheasant Run Association contacted Lorain County in June 2013 following the discussion with LORCO to determine if a better solution could be provided
· Pump flows to the Village of LaGrange for treatment

· Maximum pumping rate of 677 gallons per minute

· Existing WWTP being converted to wet weather flow equalization

· Requires 78,000 gallons of wet weather equalization for 50 yr/12 hr storm (11,000) gallons of existing tankage exists, no additional storage construction required
includes rehabilitation of the failing sanitary mainlines within the existing collection system

· County assumes ownership and operation of the existing collection system
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Project Scope of work existing collection system rehabilitation #123

· Cured-in-place lining – 18,000 fee of cured-in-place pipe lining of the approximately 32,000 linear feet of existing mainlines

· 55 Manhole inflow inserts – prevents storm water inflow into to the sanitary through the lids

· 37 Manholes rehabilitated – prevents ground water infiltration through manhole walls

Project Scope of Lift Station/Force Main (Imp #124) & Water Replacement (Imp #125)

Lift Station

· Rated 677 gpm with an overflow to equalization tanks

· 23,500 feet of 8” force main to the LaGrange WWTP

Wet Weather Flow Equalization
· The existing WWTP concrete tanks that are in good condition will be converted to wet weather flow equalization
· Flows pumped back to the lift station during low flows

Water Meter Replacement
· Replace existing water meters with Radio Frequency (RF) type meters that can easily be read

Scope of Work – Village of LaGrange WWTP upgrades

· Increasing WWTP treatment capacity form 363,000 gpd to 720,000 gpd average daily flow

· Adding an additional treatment ring to their oxidation ditch process
· Plant upgrades to be completed at the same time that the lift station is completed
· Costs for the LaGrange WWTP grades will be covered through the LaGrange sewer user charges
Funding For Project Costs

· Primary funding – Ohio EPA WPCLF Small community loan 

· Currently 1.83% for 20 year loan/ 1.88% for 30 year loan

· Secondary funding option – USDA rural development loan

· Currently 2.75% for 40 year loan
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Future Tap Ins
· Future property tap-ins

· Pay for proportionate cost of the new lift station & force main - $3,900/tap

· Does not include costs to repair existing sewers or water meters

· Future sewer extension costs paid for by the developer

· Cash payment only – no assessment with interest costs

· Tap in fee paid to PRA

· 300 taps would provide $1,117,000 (40% of lift station/force main costs)

B.
Commissioner Kokoski said this is a costly expensive project. Pheasant Run Association first spoke with LORCO first than they approached the County to help them out. We are all here today to get your questions answered and have everyone on the same page.  She asked for public comment.

Leslie Barrett, 304 Horseshoe Drive said if your meter is in good working condition do they have to replace it. Mr. Witter said yes, the new system will allow everyone to have the same meters and they can all be read electronically, rather than being on the honor system like the residents are now.  Ms. Barrett said she has a meter inside and outside of her house. Mr. Cordes asked how old her meter was. Ms. Barrett said she is not sure but she is in the newer section. Mr. Cordes said they can take a look at the meter and see if a transmitter could be accommodated to provide the signal reading.  Mr. Witter said he looked at various meters provided by Glenn Miller and not one of them is compatible.  

Ms. Barrett asked if the 300 taps were maximum and if any other homes along the route. Mr. Witter said yes this is the maximum and it would be too risky to add anymore being that this is a high pressure main to tap in.  Ms. Barrett said she is sure others in the area would like to hook up.  Mr. Cordes said a gravity route was too expensive and going to Village force main, which is more money to LaGrange.

Lee Squire, 327 Stable Rd, 381 Stable Rd, 350 Hickory Run & 51 Anglers Lane said is the water continuing through Pheasant run association. Mr. Cordes said LORCO. Mr. Squire said he believes that there are other issues here with the ground water going through the system and if existing were to be sealed it would decrease and what about smoke testing with the I&I, the sump pumps are the biggest problem. Mr. Witter said the issue is everywhere and sump pump issues are the most expensive to correct with footer tiles, etc and there are some restrictions with the flow. Mr. Squire said he is looking at $60,000 assessments that would mean at least 1 years’ worth of pay for just assessments to pay this off.  Mr. Cordes said PRA not come to the county for onsite, the county was only asked to bring the sewer.  Mr. Squire said this needs to be looked at before spending all this money.  Mr. Witter said the sewer is structurally has defects. Mr. Squire said there are other was to fix, the pump and modify plant. Mr. Witter said many options were explored with existing and rehab and the option to rehab/build new more expensive than this option we are discussing today.  Mr. Cordes said he will inquire but the PRA asked to bring the sewer into the PRA.  Commissioner Kokoski said the county was not the 1st option we were the last to offer to help find a fixable solution.
Doug Reynolds, 35748 Mills Rd, Avon, owns 2 properties in Pheasant Run said on page 6 cost summary of current 2017 cost estimate was $4,758,000 but on page 7 the cost increase and page 8 the new sewer tap in is $3,900.  Mr. Cordes said the tap in fee is the actual cost to force main but there is no assessments and new would have to pay upfront costs, not assessments and the $3900 will go to PRA. Mr. Reynolds thought the taxes went toward sewers, etc. Mr. Cordes said not sewers or water lines only roads.
Bob Murray, 143 Eastlake Court said what will the cost be monthly with the county and the PRA. Mr. Witter said the county will transmit the numbers electronically through the meters and the water charge will not change only the sewers.  Mr. Murray said 20 years. Mr. Cordes said PRA entered into a contract with the county to do this project. The county informed the residents, provided for this hearing as courtesy and will have an assessment through the hearing, rather than PRA.  Commissioners will make a decision as to 20/30 year assessment maybe a 20 year with 10 year to be placed on the tax duplicate and owners have the option to pay it off within a certain time frame with no interest. If the house is sold, this assessment stays with the property.  He stated this project has to be done either way because the EPA has many issues/findings.  Mr. Murray said the Commissioners will make the determination as to how many years for assessments. Mr. Cordes said yes.
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Yvonne Laird, 17772 East Parkway said the sewer water is going through Lagrange, PRA. Mr. cords said the water is still rural water. Mr. Witter said yes the meters will be read and still billed form PRA. Ms. Laird said the sewer Village, Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Witter said the water bill is through PRA, sewer bill from Village. Mr. Laird asked when the project will start. Mr. Cordes said Spring 2018.

Randall Bott, 733 Bobcat asked if there would be an interruption of service.  Mr. Witter said it would be very minimal. Mr. Bott asked if there would be notification. Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Bott asked why is this meeting at 9:30 a.m. on a Tuesday morning. Commissioner Kalo said this is standard meeting day. Commissioner Kokoski said this is the best meeting attendance we have had for any sewer or meeting during the day, we even had to open up the wall.

Jeff Woodcock, 171 Ringneck Court asked if there are easements to the farmer’s field. Mr. Witter said the railroad maintains. Mr. Woodcock said the EPA is a 1.88% 30 years, Mr. Cordes said all interest rates are at fair market. Mr. Woodstock said if it were to go lower would the rate be adjusted. Mr. Cordes said no, whatever the time the bonds are issued is the market rate. Mr. Woodstock asked how the contractors would get this project done in a year, he did construction for 15 years. Mr. Witter said these are bigger contractors and there should be no issue. Mr. Woodcock said meeting with LORCO, no way, you saw what happened with Eaton.  Mr. Woodcock also mentioned the Amherst sewer to nowhere, everyone had to tie in, there is no agreement with Lorain and his friends lived so far off the road and they still had to tie in. Mr. Cordes said this was done by a fee and would like to have a conversation, please leave your information with the Clerk.

Steve Brewer, 409 Palomino Court said who the contract is with. Mr. Cordes said these will be sealed bids but the county along with K.E. McCartney will oversee. Mr. Brewer asked if there were hidden costs. Mr. Cordes said the cost estimates are fairly close and subject to bidding. Mr. Brewer asked when the bids would go out. Mr. Witter said within 2-3 months and project will start in fall and complete by July 2018. Mr. Brewer asked who would receive the complaints. Mr. Robert Klaiber, Sanitary Engineers office said the complaints would go through this office.  Mr. Brewer asked about the 4’ tie in would be affected. Mr. Witter said yes the main line and 4’ will be grouted and letters will be sent stating when the work will be done. Mr. Brewer asked if videoing will be done. Mr. Witter said yes, they did the initial and there are electrical cables through the sewer, some had mailbox posts and rocks through other sections. Mr. Brewer said how the pipe will go through the sewer. Mr. Witter passed around what the pipe would look like and stated this is a flexible soft pipe that go through and then will cure to harden. 

Mr. …. Chudinsky (sp?), on behalf of Fran….. said this area was built on a swamp and asked how this will be dealt with since the lines will be sealed, will just cause more flooding. Mr. Witter said water to the sewer and if there is a lot of I&I would come back.
Ron Pickworth, 14701 Whitehead Road said he is here because the water goes into the Kelner Ditch, that is a lot of water and the ditch floods now, banks are scoured and the people along the ditch were not notified and asked who is going to take care of this, it is at capacity now. Mr. Cordes said there has been a study done on the Kelner Ditch and the discharge from PRA was approved from EPA. He stated residents have raised concern to the Trustees, the ditch was walked, several problems were found and working on a project through the Stromwater District which will be a 3 phase project and also looking at the King Kobelt.  Mr. Cordes said he would like have a conversation, please leave your information with the Clerk.
Leslie Barrett, 304 Horseshoe said there was discussion in 2014 at a homeowners association meeting that bill would remain the same with 1 bill monthly. Mr. Cordes said this was a thought at one time. Ms. Barrett said if the water is staying the same, why are new meters necessary at that costs. Mr. Cordes said these new meters will be able to transmit information and then the RPA will still bill  and it will be at a bulk rate. Ms. Barrett asked if this information will be available on the county website as to what is happening, process, etc.  Mr. Cordes said the county can do this, can put the information from today’s meeting with the power points, etc and then all information will be on one page.
C.C Huttinger, 200 Eastlake, PRA representative said the laterals on the property how involved is this. Mr. Cordes said still responsible, no inspection of lateral sewer. C.C. said when spraying lines with connection will they be protected. Mr. Witter said main line is will be lined, not get to lateral 1st 4’ take 1 day and reinstated within 4 hours. C.C. asked about loan rate. Mr. Witter said once the contract is signed. Mr. Cordes said not looking to be on the tax duplicate to at least sometime in February 2019.  C.C. asked if the there is a lower rate would it be rolled out. Mr. Cordes said no.  C.C. said the water billing will not change but the sewer line will be removed from the monthly bill.  She would encourage people to come to a PRA meeting because Mr. Witter has been in constant contact with Glenn Miller and the PRA will have to figure out how to distribute the $3900 back to residents and discussions need to start happening now.
Barb Harper, 237 Turtle Creek said what is the benefit of the project. EPA has been after this project for many years they own the sewer plant and the lawsuit could have paid within that. Mr. Cordes said the PRA approached the county and said the Commissioners would go from hero to zero but 500+ homes needed help and sewer projects are not like, but need to be done.

Russ Rising, 750 Timbewolf Lane asked about the 25% surcharge.  Mr. Witter said this is the Village of Lagrange standard ordnance but they have accepted for this area to be 10%. Mr. Rising said the assessments are not paying for the improvement to the WWTP. Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Rising said the reason he believes all new waters meters are good is because 1) PRA will bill correctly for residents 2) pay for the usage of the water to each house to sewer and county bills 3) the transmitted billing will be correct no more honor system….Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Rising said assessments correct.  Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said once the project is completed another notification will go out with exact assessment.  Mr. Rising said the interest rate and years are decided by the Commissioners.  Mr. Cordes said we have a contract with PRA and yes Commissioners would decide on assessment time frame could be 20/30 and will weigh all options.  He said the commissioners will get comments, there is a diverse community in the PRA some retired, fixed income, etc and it sounds like a lot of them want the 30 years.  Commissioner Kokoski asked if the PRA got a consensus. Mr. Rising said letters have gone to 500+ residents and usually only get about 150 responses back.
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Mr. Krieger, 226 East Lake Drive condition of LaGrange WWTP, Mr. Cordes said 30 years

Commissioner Lundy said as a newest Commissioner he has learned a lot with these sewer hearings and he knows that the PRA came to the Commissioners back in 2014 with concerns. When he worked in Columbus EPA was not going away and the Commissioners are here to help with lower assessments, and lower interest rate and will stretch out as financially as responsible. AS we move forward he asks all to e patient and call engineers office if there are problems.


Mr. Cordes thanked everyone attending, this was a nice meeting, no hostility, and questions were answered


Commissioner Kokoski said the Commissioners care for the residents and she understands that this is an expensive project and the reason she is in the position she is today is because back in 1999 they were putting a sewer by her house and the council then did not care about residents, they said this was it, it’s going on and this is your payment. She understands people are on fixed income and they are here to help all and putting it on your taxes is an economical way.


Commissioner Kalo said the PRA, LaGrange and residents have been very good to work with, nice to work with and the Commissioners are only doing the work that was asked of the to do.


There was much applause given.


With no further discussion, Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to close the hearing. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.








RESOLUTION NO. 17-217

In the matter of  determining to proceed with the   )

construction of Sanitary Sewer Improvement #123)

#124 & #125 within the Lorain County General     )

April 4, 2017

Sewer District, LaGrange


   )

WHEREAS, Lorain County Commissioners received a request for Sewer Improvements and all necessary appurtenances on or about July 2015 under ORC 6117 from Pheasant Run (homeowners) Association, PRA, to construct and assess the installation of sewers to connect the homes in Pheasant Run Village to the Village of LaGrange, Ohio. County Sewer Improvements #123, #124 & #125; and


WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 17-134 duly adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) of Lorain County, Ohio (the “County”) on February 22, 2017 this Board determined it to be necessary to construct Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 14 as a part of the Lorain County General Sewer District and approved and ratified the detailed plans and specifications, the termini, the estimates of cost, the tentative assessments and the boundaries of the assessment district provided for Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125; and

WHEREAS, (hereinafter referred to as the “Sanitary Sewer Improvement Nos. 123, 124 & 125“) the following projects;


Sanitary Improvement No. 123:


The project calls for Cured-in-Place Pipe lining of 4,324 linear feet of 6” sanitary sewer; 4,508 linear feet of 8” sanitary sewer; 2,366 linear feet of 10” sanitary sewer; and 6,745 linear feet of 12” sanitary sewer. This project also includes grouting of the first 4’ of 213 laterals and lining of 286 vertical feet of manholes. Manhole inflow inserts will be installed in 55 manholes. The project will require a point repair in the sanitary sewer. This project is located in the Pheasant Run Association Subdivision along Diagonal Road and Webster Road in LaGrange Township of Lorain County.


Sanitary Improvement No. 124:


This project calls for the abandonment of the existing Pheasant Run Association Wastewater Treatment Plant. The abandonment includes redirecting the 12” diameter sanitary sewer to a new above ground packaged lift station. The lift station and wet well includes one duty and one standby pump capable of a maximum pumping capacity of 675 gallons per minute each. The project also includes the installation of approximately 23,500 linear feet of an 8” diameter force main from the lift station to the LaGrange WWTP. This force main will include four air release valve manholes, an isolation valve manhole for railroad installation, jack and bore installation under CSX railroad, and two flow meter vaults located at the pump station and the LaGrange WWTP. The existing WWTP at Pheasant Run will be demolished with the exception of the existing blower building, the equalization tank, and the final clarifiers. The existing structures will be converted to equalization for the lift station. The force main will be installed in the existing right of way along Diagonal Road, Whitney Road, Whitehead Road, State Route 303, and West Street.


Sanitary Improvement No. 125:


The project calls for installation of 536 new water meters within the Pheasant Run Association Subdivision for the purpose of metering the water usage for billing of sanitary sewer services provided by the County. The installation will include removal of any existing meters and new drive-by reading software and equipment. 

WHEREAS, notices with respect to Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 were duly published and mailed to property owners as required by Section 6117.06 of the Ohio Revised Code; and


WHEREAS, this Board had no written objections to Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 heretofore filed; and


WHEREAS, a hearing in connection with Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 was held as required pursuant to Section 6117.06 of the Ohio Revised Code with following comments made;
Commissioner Kokoski said this is a costly expensive project. Pheasant Run Association first spoke with LORCO first than they approached the County to help them out. We are all here today to get your questions answered and have everyone on the same page.  She asked for public comment.
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Leslie Barrett, 304 Horseshoe Drive said if your meter is in good working condition do they have to replace it. Mr. Witter said yes, the new system will allow everyone to have the same meters and they can all be read electronically, rather than being on the honor system like the residents are now.  Ms. Barrett said she has a meter inside and outside of her house. Mr. Cordes asked how old her meter was. Ms. Barrett said she is not sure but she is in the newer section. Mr. Cordes said they can take a look at the meter and see if a transmitter could be accommodated to provide the signal reading.  Mr. Witter said he looked at various meters provided by Glenn Miller and not one of them is compatible.  

Ms. Barrett asked if the 300 taps were maximum and if any other homes along the route. Mr. Witter said yes this is the maximum and it would be too risky to add anymore being that this is a high pressure main to tap in.  Ms. Barrett said she is sure others in the area would like to hook up.  Mr. Cordes said a gravity route was too expensive and going to Village force main, which is more money to LaGrange.

Lee Squire, 327 Stable Rd, 381 Stable Rd, 350 Hickory Run & 51 Anglers Lane said is the water continuing through Pheasant run association. Mr. Cordes said LORCO. Mr. Squire said he believes that there are other issues here with the ground water going through the system and if existing were to be sealed it would decrease and what about smoke testing with the I&I, the sump pumps are the biggest problem. Mr. Witter said the issue is everywhere and sump pump issues are the most expensive to correct with footer tiles, etc and there are some restrictions with the flow. Mr. Squire said he is looking at $60,000 assessments that would mean at least 1 years’ worth of pay for just assessments to pay this off.  Mr. Cordes said PRA not come to the county for onsite, the county was only asked to bring the sewer.  Mr. Squire said this needs to be looked at before spending all this money.  Mr. Witter said the sewer is structurally has defects. Mr. Squire said there are other was to fix, the pump and modify plant. Mr. Witter said many options were explored with existing and rehab and the option to rehab/build new more expensive than this option we are discussing today.  Mr. Cordes said he will inquire but the PRA asked to bring the sewer into the PRA.  Commissioner Kokoski said the county was not the 1st option we were the last to offer to help find a fixable solution.

Doug Reynolds, 35748 Mills Rd, Avon, owns 2 properties in Pheasant Run said on page 6 cost summary of current 2017 cost estimate was $4,758,000 but on page 7 the cost increase and page 8 the new sewer tap in is $3,900.  Mr. Cordes said the tap in fee is the actual cost to force main but there is no assessments and new would have to pay upfront costs, not assessments and the $3900 will go to PRA. Mr. Reynolds thought the taxes went toward sewers, etc. Mr. Cordes said not sewers or water lines only roads.

Bob Murray, 143 Eastlake Court said what the cost will be monthly with the county and the PRA. Mr. Witter said the county will transmit the numbers electronically through the meters and the water charge will not change only the sewers.  Mr. Murray said 20 years. Mr. Cordes said PRA entered into a contract with the county to do this project. The county informed the residents, provided for this hearing as courtesy and will have an assessment through the hearing, rather than PRA.  Commissioners will make a decision as to 20/30 year assessment maybe a 20 year with 10 year to be placed on the tax duplicate and owners have the option to pay it off within a certain time frame with no interest. If the house is sold, this assessment stays with the property.  He stated this project has to be done either way because the EPA has many issues/findings.  Mr. Murray said the Commissioners will make the determination as to how many years for assessments. Mr. Cordes said yes.

Yvonne Laird, 17772 East Parkway said the sewer water is going through Lagrange, PRA. Mr. cords said the water is still rural water. Mr. Witter said yes the meters will be read and still billed form PRA. Ms. Laird said the sewer Village, Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Witter said the water bill is through PRA, sewer bill from Village. Mr. Laird asked when the project will start. Mr. Cordes said Spring 2018.

Randall Bott, 733 Bobcat asked if there would be an interruption of service.  Mr. Witter said it would be very minimal. Mr. Bott asked if there would be notification. Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Bott asked why is this meeting at 9:30 a.m. on a Tuesday morning. Commissioner Kalo said this is standard meeting day. Commissioner Kokoski said this is the best meeting attendance we have had for any sewer or meeting during the day, we even had to open up the wall.

Jeff Woodcock, 171 Ringneck Court asked if there are easements to the farmer’s field. Mr. Witter said the railroad maintains. Mr. Woodcock said the EPA is a 1.88% 30 years, Mr. Cordes said all interest rates are at fair market. Mr. Woodstock said if it were to go lower would the rate be adjusted. Mr. Cordes said no, whatever the time the bonds are issued is the market rate. Mr. Woodstock asked how the contractors would get this project done in a year, he did construction for 15 years. Mr. Witter said these are bigger contractors and there should be no issue. Mr. Woodcock said meeting with LORCO, no way, you saw what happened with Eaton.  Mr. Woodcock also mentioned the Amherst sewer to nowhere, everyone had to tie in, there is no agreement with Lorain and his friends lived so far off the road and they still had to tie in. Mr. Cordes said this was done by a fee and would like to have a conversation, please leave your information with the Clerk.

Steve Brewer, 409 Palomino Court said who the contract is with. Mr. Cordes said these will be sealed bids but the county along with K.E. McCartney will oversee. Mr. Brewer asked if there were hidden costs. Mr. Cordes said the cost estimates are fairly close and subject to bidding. Mr. Brewer asked when the bids would go out. Mr. Witter said within 2-3 months and project will start in fall and complete by July 2018. Mr. Brewer asked who would receive the complaints. Mr. Robert Klaiber, Sanitary Engineers office said the complaints would go through this office.  Mr. Brewer asked about the 4’ tie in would be affected. Mr. Witter said yes the main line and 4’ will be grouted and letters will be sent stating when the work will be done. Mr. Brewer asked if videoing will be done. Mr. Witter said yes, they did the initial and there are electrical cables through the sewer, some had mailbox posts and rocks through other sections. Mr. Brewer said how the pipe will go through the sewer. Mr. Witter passed around what the pipe would look like and stated this is a flexible soft pipe that go through and then will cure to harden. 

Mr. …. Chudinsky (sp?), on behalf of Fran….. said this area was built on a swamp and asked how this will be dealt with since the lines will be sealed, will just cause more flooding. Mr. Witter said water to the sewer and if there is a lot of I&I would come back.

Ron Pickworth, 14701 Whitehead Road said he is here because the water goes into the Kelner Ditch, that is a lot of water and the ditch floods now, banks are scoured and the people along the ditch were not notified and asked who is going to take care of this, it is at capacity now. Mr. Cordes said there has been a study done on the Kelner Ditch and the discharge from PRA was approved from EPA. He stated residents have raised concern to the Trustees, the ditch was walked, several problems were found and working on a project through the Stromwater District which will be a 3 phase project and also looking at the King Kobelt.  Mr. Cordes said he would like have a conversation, please leave your information with the Clerk.

Leslie Barrett, 304 Horseshoe said there was discussion in 2014 at a homeowners association meeting that bill would remain the same with 1 bill monthly. Mr. Cordes said this was a thought at one time. Ms. Barrett said if the water is staying the same, why are new meters necessary at that costs. Mr. Cordes said these new meters will be able to transmit information and then the RPA will still bill  and it will be at a bulk rate. Ms. Barrett asked if this information will be available on the county website as to what is happening, process, etc.  Mr. Cordes said the county can do this, can put the information from today’s meeting with the power points, etc and then all information will be on one page.
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C.C Huttinger, 200 Eastlake, PRA representative said the laterals on the property how involved is this. Mr. Cordes said still responsible, no inspection of lateral sewer. C.C. said when spraying lines with connection will they be protected. Mr. Witter said main line is will be lined, not get to lateral 1st 4’ take 1 day and reinstated within 4 hours. C.C. asked about loan rate. Mr. Witter said once the contract is signed. Mr. Cordes said not looking to be on the tax duplicate to at least sometime in February 2019.  C.C. asked if the there is a lower rate would it be rolled out. Mr. Cordes said no.  C.C. said the water billing will not change but the sewer line will be removed from the monthly bill.  She would encourage people to come to a PRA meeting because Mr. Witter has been in constant contact with Glenn Miller and the PRA will have to figure out how to distribute the $3900 back to residents and discussions need to start happening now.

Barb Harper, 237 Turtle Creek said what is the benefit of the project. EPA has been after this project for many years they own the sewer plant and the lawsuit could have paid within that. Mr. Cordes said the PRA approached the county and said the Commissioners would go from hero to zero but 500+ homes needed help and sewer projects are not like, but need to be done.

Russ Rising, 750 Timberwolf Lane asked about the 25% surcharge.  Mr. Witter said this is the Village of Lagrange standard ordnance but they have accepted for this area to be 10%. Mr. Rising said the assessments are not paying for the improvement to the WWTP. Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Rising said the reason he believes all new waters meters are good is because 1) PRA will bill correctly for residents 2) pay for the usage of the water to each house to sewer and county bills 3) the transmitted billing will be correct no more honor system….Mr. Cordes said yes.  Mr. Rising said assessments correct.  Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said once the project is completed another notification will go out with exact assessment.  Mr. Rising said the interest rate and years are decided by the Commissioners.  Mr. Cordes said we have a contract with PRA and yes Commissioners would decide on assessment time frame could be 20/30 and will weigh all options.  He said the commissioners will get comments, there is a diverse community in the PRA some retired, fixed income, etc and it sounds like a lot of them want the 30 years.  Commissioner Kokoski asked if the PRA got a consensus. Mr. Rising said letters have gone to 500+ residents and usually only get about 150 responses back.


Mr. Krieger, 226 East Lake Drive condition of LaGrange WWTP, Mr. Cordes said 30 years


Commissioner Lundy said as a newest Commissioner he has learned a lot with these sewer hearings and he knows that the PRA came to the Commissioners back in 2014 with concerns. When he worked in Columbus EPA was not going away and the Commissioners are here to help with lower assessments, and lower interest rate and will stretch out as financially as responsible. AS we move forward he asks all to e patient and call engineers office if there are problems.


Mr. Cordes thanked everyone attending, this was a nice meeting, no hostility, and questions were answered


Commissioner Kokoski said the Commissioners care for the residents and she understands that this is an expensive project and the reason she is in the position she is today is because back in 1999 they were putting a sewer by her house and the council then did not care about residents, they said this was it, it’s going on and this is your payment. She understands people are on fixed income and they are here to help all and putting it on your taxes is an economical way.


Commissioner Kalo said the PRA, LaGrange and residents have been very good to work with, nice to work with and the Commissioners are only doing the work that was asked of the to do.


There was much applause given.

And;


WHEREAS, this Board by Resolution No. 17-134, duly adopted on February 22, 2017, determined that the resolution determining to proceed with the construction of Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 would be considered by this Board at a meeting to be held at 9’30 o’clock a.m. on April 4, 2017, and notice of such determination has been given in accordance with Section 6117.07 of the Ohio Revised Code;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio, that:


Section 1.  This Board hereby determines to proceed with the construction of Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 as a part of the Lorain County General Sewer District as provided for in the Resolution of Necessity, being Resolution No. 17-134, adopted February 22, 2017 and in accordance with the plans and specifications, the termini, the estimates of cost and the boundaries of the assessment district provided for Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125. 


Section 2.  Bonds shall be issued in anticipation of the collection of special assessments to be levied against properties within the boundaries of the assessment district determined to be specially benefited for the purpose of preserving, protecting and promoting the public health and welfare and to pay costs to construct Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125, as described in the detailed plans and specifications for the project;  notes shall be issued in anticipation of the levy of such special assessments;  and any difference between the aggregate amount of the special assessments and the estimated cost of Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125, after allowing for any available grants, shall be paid by the County at large from the proceeds of general obligation bonds or bond anticipation notes or other available funds of the County.


Section 3.  The Lorain County Sanitary Engineer, after the completion of the Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 and the ascertainment of the actual cost thereof, is hereby directed to prepare, or cause to be prepared, revised assessments for such improvement based upon and in proportion to the tentative assessments therefore hereby ratified and approved, the same to be payable in cash at the option of the property owners assessed or in installments over a period of 20/30 years. 


Section 4.  On completion of the ten-day period required by Section 6103.07 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Lorain County Sanitary Engineer is hereby requested to cause advertisement for bids for the construction of Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 at the earliest practicable date.


Section 5.  No requests for deferment of the collection of the assessments for Sanitary Sewer Improvement No. 123, #124 & #125 were filed prior to the expiration of the five-day period provided by Section 6117.06 of the Ohio Revised Code, or prior to the adoption of this resolution.  Any requests for such deferment filed subsequent to the adoption of this resolution shall be considered individually as to whether good cause is shown with respect to the failure to file timely.


Section 6.  The Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to certify a copy of this resolution to the County Auditor within 15 days after its adoption.
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Section 7.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were so adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and all deliberations of this Board that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the law.


Upon roll call on the adoption of this resolution, discussion was held and the vote was as follows:



Commissioner Kokoski 

aye

Commissioner Kalo

aye

Commissioner Lundy

aye


Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.





_____________________(discussion was held on the above)
C.
Other Business: There being none.








JOURNAL ENTRY






With no further business before the Board, Motion by Kokoski seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 11:15 p.m. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.

The meeting then adjourned.








_____________________________________________)Commissioners








Lori Kokoski, President



            )














            )







__________________________________________    _)of








Ted Kalo, Vice-president


            )














            )








_____________________________________________)Lorain County








Matt Lundy, Member



            )Ohio

Attest:________________________________, Clerk
Theresa L. Upton
Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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