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  December 2, 2016

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building, 
226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:31 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Matt Lundy, President, Commissioner Ted 
Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Lori Kokoski, Member and Clerk Theresa L. Upton.  








JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Lundy gave an inspiration word 


The following business was transacted


__________________ 
A.







1st SALES TAX HEARING;


9:30 am
Notices was published in the Chronicle Telegram & Morning Journal on November 14 & November 21, 2016 to hold 1st Sales Tax Hearing at 9:30 a.m. today and 2nd hearing on December 7 at 9:45 a.m. to consider the following;

· For the purpose of providing additional general revenues for Lorain County, for a continuing period, an increase of the existing tax levied pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5739.021 by the rate of one-quarter (1/4%) of one percent increasing the existing tax levied pursuant to Revised Code Section 5741.021 by the rate of one-quarter (1/4%) of one percent

· For the purpose of providing additional general revenues for Lorain County, for a continuing period, an increase of the existing tax levied pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5739.021 by the rate of one-half (1/2%) of one percent increasing the existing tax levied pursuant to Revised Code Section 5741.021 by the rate of one-half (1/2%) of one percent

Commissioner Kalo said the ¼% sales tax issue was on the ballot this year and there were discussions with doing just a ¼% for transit 

but Commissioners have a significant shortfall to provide services, so the ¼% ballot issue was defeated, just as in years past.  Back in 2006, 2007 & 2008 when investment income was over $8 million. We are currently looking at a shortfall of $5 million for meeting needs of the county and currently working on numbers from 2005/2006.  Commissioners don’t determine what the revenue is in regards to expenditures, this is the Budget Commission made up of County Auditor, County Prosecutor & County Treasurer and hold meetings to determine the amount and what the certificate will be.  Next year it will be $51 million in revenue and an estimated carryover of $5.1 million dollars, this is a living document and will need to adopt a budget within the next 2 weeks, to start appropriations for next year.  Budget requests are about $61.2 million dollars and have been very frugal, but costs do increase.  In 2008, revenue was $59 million and in 2017 it will be $51 million and 2009/2010 was $50 million and $48/47 million but not near what it costs to operate county government.  He stated end of 2008, there were 20% cuts across the cut to personnel, a lot of costs are fixed, ongoing court system, veterans and courts and about 73-74% of budget is mandated services that we have no flexibility.  The 20% cut hurt the Sheriff’s department and when everyone says that is a scare tactic, it is not, that is the largest budget and Sheriff lost 12 full time and 8 part time at that time and the county overall let go 1/3 of their workforce and have never recovered from that.  Commissioners are looking at a $5.1 million shortfall and discuss different options in regards to raising the revenue.  The only way the county can do this is by a sales tax, just like the cities do with an income tax and state does it by sales and income tax.  The state has raised their tax 2 times in the last 10 years.  Looking at an revenue increase and as Commissioners have been elected to a position and public trust them to run their county government, they want the Sheriff out there, they want the courts to operate properly, engineer takes care of their roads, want sewers to work properly and Sheriff has to handle warrants, sexual offenders.  He has always said as his job, the county needs revenue since it we have not had a revenue increase since 1995, still 1/2 % sales tax, lowest in state of Ohio, with 3 other counties, but we are the 9th largest county and need to look at not necessarily putting it on the ballot, but imposing, emergency and need at least ¼% going into next year to just operate. This is a historical perspective.  Opiate issues are drowning us, Ohio is number 1 in overdoes, Lorain County number 1 in deaths and the county has a major transit issue but this would require another ¼% and there is a $16 million dollar project costs and we should not be borrowing dollars to buy cars for sheriff’s department or veterans services.

Commissioner Kokoski asked Budget Director Hobart to show a chart of our sales tax and out of 6.5% sales tax the majority goes to the state and ¼% to the jail and ½% to general fund but the general fund still subsides the jail in addition to the ¼% sales tax because it is not enough to cover operations over there and capital improvements need to be done there as well.  She knows that Commissioners keep asking the voters over and over for a sales tax, we have cut and there is not where left except for the Sheriff’s department and none of the Commissioners want to see safety of their residents in jeopardy. They have been forced to make very bad decisions by having to purchase vehicles for the Sheriff’ department so they are not driving around in cars that are going to stop running in midst of a chase or not having a safe vehicle and they will probably be in a junk yard once they have paid for them. Commissioners want to do the best with the dollars that are given but they are trying to survive and keep the county afloat it is forcing them to do all public improvements on credit, things that were once paid for in cash, not have to go out and borrow for.  She said the county keeps asking over and over again for the voters to approve a sales tax but the Governor can just go in and raise it by a ¼% and have never heard one person complain about that, no letters to the editors about how dare the Governor do this without a vote and don’t understand the double standards when it comes to that.  Unfortunately the voters keep saying no and backed into a corner how we are going to move forward and the Sherriff’s department is very improvement part of our county government, especially with all the opiates, heroin epidemic it is not just those people doing drugs, they are also breaking into homes to get money for drugs, they are hurting everyone, there is a lot of things going on, like murders are up and if we did not have a Sheriff’s office, there would be no arrest and the jails would not be full, but do you want these people wandering the streets and being in your neighborhoods to commit crimes and hurt people in the process.
Commissioner Kalo said this is a long standing across the board it is not just Sheriff’s office, it is Prosecutors Office, Clerk of Courts, 20% workforce reduction the county will be at a standstill and the courts are mandated to operate and have worked with the Commissioners last few years but they still have a job they have to do. The cuts get concentrated and Domestic Relations budget is around $13 million all in and Common Pleas, but you shrink the amount of area to be cut to make the shortfall up, like Recorder had 23 employees and has 13 including herself, that department records all the plats and there is money that comes in and Auditor couldn’t process and economic development opportunities because there is no match money.  County Administrator Cordes said he met with the college the other day and with Glide and New Frontier there is around $2-300,000 grant but can’t obtain because there is no match money.  Commissioner Kalo said that is just a sample of all the other revenues/grants county has lost because no match money and everyone says government has to create jobs, but the government has never created jobs, the government creates the atmosphere to create jobs, it’s the private sector that does this.  But the Commissioners are not doing their jobs if we can help projects move along with no revenue.  If there is no sales tax brought into the county, should we build a wall around the county and can’t leave spend the money here, how many people pay 8% in Cuyahoga County or 7% in Erie County and as this county moves forward we are looking at a standstill in government trying to get a budget and our Budget commission has always been conservative  but they have a requirement with the certificate to pass a budget, there is not just Sheriff’s office, there is Prosecutor, Auditor, Treasurer, Recorders, Commissioners , economic Development and community Development, everything takes a hit.
2nd public hearing cont.
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Commissioner Kokoski said when the Governor raised the sales tax without a vote, that was so he could sit on a $2 billion dollar surplus and this county is asking for an increase in order to keep up with operations and the State also took all the local government funds.
Commissioner Lundy said he is the new commissioner, it’s like receiving keys to a car, the tanks was on low, how in the world did the car run this long is beyond him and certainly it is out of gas, the band-aid box is out of Band-Aids, the onetime fixes are done.  The harsh reality is Columbus has abandoned the county and keep hearing about the Ohio miracle but that is because all the money was taken from the local schools, local governments to beef up Columbus funds and at one time the county had almost $9 million in local government funds then decisions were made it went to $2. 8 million and yesterday the Governor said for Ohioans can expect a tight year for 2017, which indicates to him don’t expect much but how can a tight year when sitting on $2 billion surplus.  The representatives; Senator Manning, Representative Manning, Ramos, Boose and new elects need to push to bring our money back and tired of hearing about people carrying about their districts but never bring the money back.  This money needs to come back and this is one of the biggest issues why the county is in the position we are in. He spoke with Recorder Nedwick this morning and she gave him a document indicted the loss of Medicaid sales tax could be around $2.4 million and that is something the Commissioners never saw coming, nor the State of Ohio, this is the federal level.  He states people always say that the county needs to manage the money and he believes the money has been managed well but when the money is to come to the county on agreements that were made on local government funds and State broke the promise, the county has no control, and then the federal government says the Medicaid sales tax is going away, that again is not the county’s control.  He stated the last time the county residents passed a sales tax was in 1994 and it is important for the public to understand that 5 ¾% goes to the State, we don’t get the whole sales tax.  As a newly elected Commissioners and when he was a state representative people always talk about jobs and keeping the jobs here but can’t tell him to keep jobs and then in the same sentence to cut jobs, these are people with mortgages, car payments, education payments, etc.  he said one thing that has became worse and when he was in Columbus receiving letters from citizens stating that their loved ones were nice people, got into a wrong group, hurt in athletes got hooked on prescription drugs, got into heroin and now their lives are upside down.  This heroin epidemic, is an epidemic and we need to be able to prosecute these cases, need to get drug dealers off the streets but all have to have a day in court, be prosecutor and the Sheriffs’ office is dealing with more burglaries in the township area that are drug related and need to have road patrol and strong drug task force out there every day.  When we have drug dealers, gangs that are selling the drugs, threatening our neighborhoods, destroying families and killing our loved ones and it is not taken lightly, but we cannot win the war against this heroin epidemic, we have fewer prosecutors to prosecute and fewer resources for the sheriff’s department to do the job. This is a reality and asked the Sheriff along with Captain Cavanaugh to join us this morning and what this county is facing and dealing with and as Commissioner Kalo pointed out, he asked Budget Director Hobart that back in 2007/2008 and a 20% reduction for everybody and knows the Sheriff certainly does not want to revisit but what would it look like for the Sheriff’s department.
Sheriff Stammitti apologized for having a cold and here with him today is Chief Cavanaugh with DTF/Swat and a veteran.  Sheriff stated make in 2008 this office did take the hits and have not recovered and his predecessor Sheriff Mahoney had over 250 employees, now he has about 237 and general fund budget for 2016 was $5.8 million and jail is $12.8 million for a total budget of $18.5 million and yes it is the biggest department within the county budget.  He said the sales tax that was approved by voters in 1997 was a ¼% for the jail, which took 5 attempts to get approved.  This bringing in about $9.5 million but general fund still supplements the jail about $3.5-4 million/year and it is an important office that runs 24/7/365.  When he worked in the City of Lorain police department for 13 years and has been with the Sheriff’s office for 31 years.  The jail is a big portion with around 422 inmates daily at a cost of $83/day which includes medical and food.  The county has to provide medical for inmates in accordance with the AG opinion, we had an inmate that had a stroke and was incarcerated for aggravated murder, he spent 3 months downtown Cleveland hospital and he had to have 2 deputies every shift then when he was discharged from the hospital was placed back at the jail where he requires a special beds, medication, etc..  Another big responsibility is the Civil Office, CCW which was indicted by the legislation in 2004 and we have issued over 14,000 license which have to be renewed every 5 years and this is tracked, also the sexual offenders there are around 528 in the county and some have to register 90 days or annually and if not registered need to be tracked.  Another responsibility is the court security; 6 common pleas, 3 domestic relations and 1 probate Judge and also 5 municipal courts.  Warrants are done daily serving around 3,154 that are active and 2 officers are assigned with the US Marshal Task Force to have collaborative and when someone gets indicted a sheriff’s deputy has to serve the warrant but any police department can arrest.  Sheriff stated they do road patrol in the townships and at one of the town halls he attended a women said she lives in a city, she does not use the sheriff’s office and gave Commissioner Kalo for explaining that the Sherriff’s department has to provide jail, civil office, ccw, sexual offenders, warrants, etc and only around 2% of the inmates are from the townships, the 98% are from the cities/villages.  Sheriff also stated there is an environmental crime unit in the cities.
Sheriff Stammitti said the jail was originally on 3rd and Middle Avenue, Elyria and the new one on Murray Ridge Road was built in 1977, 40 years old and runs 24/7/365, no lights are shut off, electricity, heat, water continue to run and it is an aging building, and new addition was build in 1988, 19 years old.  There are 237 employees including employees in Drug Task Force with 52 deputies and there is around 6/7 on the road at a time. He stated that County Administrator Cordes has worked well with the sheriff’s department trying to get things fixed at the jail and in speaking with Jail Administrator Andy Laubenthal and working with Facilities Director Davis many things need to be upgraded, repaired, replaced but the county can only bond so many things. The visitation system at the jail is about shot, don’t make parts anymore and to replace it would cost around $350,000. In years past the correction officer would bring the inmate to an area to visit, now it is done by a video so it saves time and better for security purposes. The jail system security system has not been upgraded, this is touch screens that open/close doors and to upgrade is around $150,000, for new a lot more money. The showers; jail is inspected by Bureau of Adult annually and reports are issued but the Sheriff has said that he will not let inmates out unless ordered by the judge to reduce, there are 422 inmates in jail today.  But to replace the showers would be around $80,000, security cameras some are analog some are digital and this would be around $2-300,000; the door locks; Stanley parts are no longer available and give credit to his maintenance staff they continue to piece things together to make it work.  There was a major problem that a lock could not be opened at maintenance took the lock completely off, but this could be a major problem if there was an incident in the pod but looking at $100,000.  The rooftops units there are 7 and maintenance staff keep up to maintain, replace filters, etc but it would cost $120-130,000/unit. County Administrator Cordes said 2 were replaced, Sheriff said yes.  Sheriff said he is not crying wolf up here but these issue will arise and try to prepare for the worse, hope for the best but it really only takes one issue for a major liability to happen.  He also said that body scanners are needed, the drugs are smuggled in and they put items in every open surface and legislators have stated that no strip searches even though the Supreme Court has said yes and Wood and Stark County have one, cost is around $250,000 and people also try to get weapons into the jail.  He did stated that there was a death at the jail this year due to drugs and 3 overdoses and sure there would be some kinds of lawsuit filed.  
Sheriff said in the law enforcement, Commissioners use to buy 8 vehicles per year and when money got tight, it could not happen, the cars mileage is around 150,000 and the mechanic pieces the cars together with welding stop signs on the floor boards, etc.  To purchase vehicles and outfit them with the lights, laptops, etc., cost is around $32-35,000 and there are many other vehicles the department has like utility vehicles, transport vans and where allowed to purchase 1 transport van out of commissary but money not there either.  He stated they do not have body cameras, the state legislators wants this mandated, but they are expensive for data, recording, storage and public records request and don’t see any money coming from the state for this. Also the dash cameras, this makes officers more professional but also shows both sides of the stories when incidents happen.
Sheriff said what about training, every year we get more mandates; this year it was  11 hours for every sworn officer, next year it’s going to be 20 hours for every sworn officer, throughout the whole state and they do give $20, but this does not help with pulling officers off their duties to get this done.  

Sheriff said we probably should explore again is the Elyria City jail, this was a good annex; there are 54 beds for females. County Administrator Cordes said it could not be staffed, Sheriff said correct, but Elyria did not charge rent, utilities and they took care of their facility and would help out.  Commissioner Kokoski said the paper indicated that the City of Lorain jail will be closing. Sheriff said yes, City of Lorain was a 10 day facility and then went to the county jail but closing this facility will hurt both departments. No one but the county jail holds female inmates.  
2nd public hearing cont.
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Sheriff stated the heroin/fentanyl is 90% more powerful.  Captain Cavanaugh said this is the worse he has seen in his career, he spoke with Coroner Evans and there are over 100 overdose death and the drugs are 7-10,000 more potent than morphine and possible looking at 120 deaths prior to end of year, last year was only 64. They have been arresting the suppliers but this is a lot of time and effort to do the work, arrest, indict and sentence.  Commissioner Lundy said are the drug dealers coming her because it is a better market. Chief Cavanaugh said there are 42 drug task force in state of Ohio and all are seeing the same but this county was the first to see fentanyl and dealers are greedy.  They are trying to arrest for involuntary manslaughter but it takes a lot of time, there is still cocaine in the county with a cartel from Mexico and had 66 kilos of cocaine with a street value of $32-34,000/kg. Commissioner Kokoski said she heard that fentanyl is going into cocaine also. Cavanaugh said yes, the Coroner is overwhelmed just like the crime lab. The crime lab is trying to identify some of these drugs like 047000, too many synthetic drugs that are being made.  Commissioner Lundy said if someone dies the family wants to know who sells it. Cavanaugh said yes but a lot goes into that, DEA is involved and citizens are complaining, problems are all over.  County Administrator Cordes said the county just had a new designation, HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area) and not a proud designation but able to receive additional help. Cavanaugh said yes but there are limited funds. Mr. Cordes said glad help is here, but not proud of and now the county needs housing for these resources and in order to receive the county has to provide funds and looking at $5-600,000. He said this county will not be able to do if a levy does not pass and fair to say that $1/2 million dollars would help but not close.  Cavanaugh said help is needed but can’t arrest our way out of this, rehabilitation and education is needed and schools have been seeing videos but this is all a cost to keep up, not enough staff for all of the county.  Mr. Cordes asked what the cost is for mtd’s in the car, Cavanaugh said around $1500, plus maintenance, updates, etc.  Mr. Cordes asked about body armor Sheriff said the vest only last around 5 years, due to body oils, etc at a cost of $1800 and Sheriff stated the feds give $5.23/vest and vests need to be changed due to liability issues.  Commissioner Lundy said the drug problems have increased and deaths could be around 120, Cavanaugh said we are over 100 deaths as of today and 12 waiting for toxicology’s. Commissioner Kokoski said that is with the narcan that is being carried by the officers trying to save people.  Cavanaugh said yes all agencies carry narcan and we were the pilot county. Mr. Cordes asked what the cost of narcan is, Cavanaugh said it was $22.50, it is now $48.  It use to take 2-3 doses, but with the fentanyl it is taking 10-12 and sometimes they need more once they get to the hospital, we have saved lives but crimes have escalated because of this drug problem and is affecting everybody.  Commissioner Lundy asked about the people driving under the influence with drugs, Cavanaugh said yes that has increased as well.  Commissioner Kokoski asked where are the funds for the narcan, Cavanaugh said area hospitals have been supplying them as well as the Health District but not sure how long that can last.  Commissioner Lundy said we are saving people, bringing them back to life but we don’t have the facilities to get help for them, don’t’ have treatment beds and the state of Ohio wanted to open 400 beds for the whole state of Ohio. Sheriff said these opiates are leading deaths and State of Ohio is the leader in the nation for opiates deaths. He stated crime is up, grand jury inspects the jail every 3 months and some asked why are we saving these people; Sheriff said he don’t decide who lives and dies, these people are someone’s family.  He said someone asked the Coroner at one of the town hall meetings, who is the biggest drug dealer and the Coroner responded a family member, prescriptions are in your medicine cabinets at home and everyone has surgery every once in a while and forget about the pills and them your kids, other kids find them and then you are hooked, and it is killing.  He stated he has a personal issue with a family member, no one is immuned to this, it is everywhere.

Sheriff stated if there was another cut to his department it would be devastating, he has been in law enforcement for 43 years, Sheriff for 16 and has never seen it this bad.  Like his predecessor Sheriff Mahoney said “we are not a factory that makes parts, or a plant that makes vehicles, we provide services to the people”, to the public it is very important and in 2008 when we had the cuts, deputies had questioned then why not cut Auditor, Treasurer, Recorder, Prosecutor etc and the Sheriff stated that if you won’t get a paycheck, no gas for vehicles, etc. he stated the Commissioners have to think about it all, but not crying wolf but we are critical.

Commissioner Kalo said back in 2006/2007, he and Sheriff took a tour of the Colorado jails and it was $60-70 million then to build new. Sheriff said a new jail, it would be nice but we cannot arrest our way out of this epidemic, need treatment/education centers and he stated that the State of Ohio has a $2 billion dollar rainy day fund and it is pouring here in this county, it just falls on deaf ears, the state will not help out the locals even though it is our monies.

Commissioner Kalo said everyone has been pretty involved in associations, all elected officials, they state just does not understand the pain at the local levels, or care about what we are going through and the pain of our constituents, they keep taking, nothing being returned.  Just like the courts the F4/F5 are no jail, it goes to presentencing investigation and being monitored and there is about $240 million dollars in sales tax collected in Lorain County and $210 million dollars went to the state, this county did not receive it all.  Mr. Cordes said Commissioner Kokoski mentioned before that the ¼% that the state of Ohio just put on about one year ago, with no vote, then in 2003 the state passed a 1% increase with 2 years promising to rescind and then only rescinded ½ and in the last few years the state has taken an additional ¾ of taxes away from this county.  Commissioner Kalo said the state reduced the income tax, which does nothing for the working class people

Sheriff Stammitti said DRC cut the F4/F5. Mr. Cordes said then presentencing not county control, state said you will do, so that is another non mandate the county had to pay for, Commissioner Kalo said around $300000

Commissioner Lundy said deputies are all on the front line and dealing with the face of evil, dealing with drug issues and you are vital and it saddens him to hear when people say just let those people die, this is someone’s son, daughter, mother, father, etc and we have a responsibly to help people turn their lives around and be productive citizens to have a job, support families, etc., this is truly an epidemic and like he said before to cut your resources, cutting prosecutors resources, that will not make the problem magically go away, it gets worse and is getting worse with the limited resources.  Sheriff said no one wants to spend more taxes and he understands but what he does understand if he needs someone and calls they respond.  Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said deputies are sent all over to the quarries for trespassing or snowmobiles in a field, there are deputies just going all over, there are no extras.


Commissioner Lundy asked anyone else if they would like to comment.  He stated Recorder Nedwick office was cut by half; there is a lot of work comes through here with the pipelines which results in income.

Recorder Judy Nedwick said yes it does, her office is very busy. She stated about a month ago she sat with a committee down in Columbus and the there were talks about the Medicaid, now how do you bring this revenue back to the counties, it’s awful, no answers.  Her office has a $20 fee for deed recording and $13 off that goes to the State Ohio Trust Fund and its mandated.  She looks all the time to get a shelter in the county.  Her office has 6 employees that handle the daily operations, over $1 million dollars this year with real estate, not sure what next year rings, will interest rates increase, probably. The copy department has been pulling records and they are falling apart, these needs to be updated but it cost money.  She said if anyone has issues that she can speak with down in Columbus she is more than happy to do, her fees cannot be raised and right now her office has been doing the work because with have updated technology to e record, but there is only so much that can be done, the Recorder use to be called the cash cow, but not anymore.  Commissioner Lundy said he ran into some folks at a funeral this past week and they were telling him they had to go to the recorder’s office and said everyone is very professional and friendly but the books are in very bad shape.

Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said the offices like Recorder, Auditor, Prosecutor, Clerk of Courts, Probate, non one realizes what these departments do or see what they are doing because they do it efficiently and other counties takes days, weeks to process.
2nd public hearing cont.
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Teresa Shay, Elyria wants to give a citizen view point. As a private citizen she comes to speak about her impressions, hopes and dreams of Lorain County financially and aphetically. She said commissioner’s perspective is what money is needed and where you will get it. Her perspective is, you as commissioners need to correct some obvious issues not criminal of funds in two specific areas; transportation and adult probation offices.  Before you ask any citizen for funds and apply your skills you need to work with us instead of implementing taxes on them.  She is concerned with transportation and the non drug, non violent populous you wish to tax to support the drug and criminal populous. When she first moved here, where she is now, her first house, her dream house, she found out the hard way that there is a 5 drug houses around here and words cannot explain what that is like.  They are gone now thanks to the Elyria Police. Many of these criminals get probation and are using a historic building at some time that you are redoing, that’s criminal. You should get a lesser quality building for these non taxpaying services. At this point she sees a beautiful historical building with all historical trees ripped out and does not look like anything but an abandoned prison in the heart of downtown Elyria.  The transportation center was beautifully restored and now houses no transportation and an empty parking lot. Most people walk miles…we need personnel credentials and transportation and college degree….You need to rethink the use of these furbished old historical building for something better than criminal use.  You want to take the school children into theses historical buildings and show them the adult probation officers.  You need learning effects.  You need buses and a real transportation system that is affordable for the low income people who wish to go to stores, medical offices, get jobs or go to school.  Do you have any questions?
Commissioner Lundy said obviously we did put questions before the voters before on transportation and this board did a compromise with the sales tax being split with county government operations and the other half for transit and was sadly defeated.  Efforts were made for the county to support transit and now it’s important for them.  The courthouse we obviously needed to make sure if the investment was going to be made to this building which is probably one of the counties two premier historical landmarks; lighthouse and Lorain county courthouse was an effective government use working with the courts one way or the other to provide the space for adult probation. So we need to preserve an important part of our history that is why we are making progress on the courthouse.  

Commissioner Kokoski said if that was the finished progress on the courthouse she could see a lot of complaints but the renovation has just begun that will take place, trees were taken out because the building…Ms. Shay said she already knows that….Commissioner Kokoski said it is not the finished product.  Ms. Shay said she keeps up on things and check up on her criminals and all on probation not in jail, they are heroin users all sorts of things and now they get, and she loves the old courthouse, loves the transportation center but no one uses it, you should make money of that. She does see what is going on and she lives in a low income neighborhood and she sees what happens to people and then you put that beautiful building with the trees and did not have to tear anything up for the other building and these are not even open up to the public.  Commissioner Kokoski said yes, people can even rent the space.  Ms. Shay said you cannot go in there; there are no public hours, only been in there once at the transportation center because the mayor had a public meeting. She said she is from larger cities that have historical building, this is a beautiful building, now you will have criminals in there and they should get a crappy building. They already get off, they are not in jail, they all have these sweet faces when they go to court and they are not, she did not sleep for 7 years.  Assistant County Prosecutor Innes said the state legislators passed laws that allowed criminals off somewhat…Ms. Shay said now you think I’m stupid…Commissioner Lundy said we are just passing along information.  Ms. Shay said no, blaming you for having a beautiful building that will be redone for adult probation services, love probation offices, love the sheriff, the police all those people that have helped her, talking about the criminals….everyone has opinions.
Commissioner Lundy asked if there were anymore comments this morning.  

Marc Hullman, Amherst said he is just here to listen and as a representative of MOVE, transportation is very important to them and to Lorain County and hope to work with the Commissioners to have a system that is viable robust transportation system in the county.
Commissioner Kalo said next hearing is Wednesday and do agree with Ms. Shay using it as adult probation but it was an available building and fixing it up. He stated $240 million dollars in sales tax was collected and $210 million is given back to the state of Ohio.

With no further comments, Commissioner Lundy moved, seconded by Kalo to close the hearing. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All





_______________(discussion was held on the above)








JOURNAL ENTRY

County Administrator Cordes requested an executive session to discuss contract negotiations.  Assistant Prosecutor Innes requested an executive session to discuss litigation issues.

Commissioner Lundy moved, seconded by Kalo to go into an executive session at 10:50 a.m. to discuss contract negotiations and pending litigation issues. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All

   
Motion carried.







Commissioners reconvened from executive session and no action was taken.








JOURNAL ENTRY

With no further business before the Board, Motion by Lundy, seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 12:10 p.m. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All
Motion carried.






The meeting then adjourned.
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