Lorain County, Ohio

Transportation Improvement District

January 12, 2009 - Organizational Meeting

The Transportation Improvement District met on Monday, January 12, 2009 at 11:00 a.m., in the Commissioners Public Hearing Room.
The following members attended:  Chair - Commissioner Betty Blair, Vice-Chair County Engineer, Kenneth P. Carney, and Acting Director/Treasurer/Secretary James R. Cordes, County Administrator, Commissioner Lori Kokoski and Commissioner Ted Kalo.

ExOfficio Members in attendance were: Senator Sue Morano and State Representative Matt Lundy.

Others in attendance were: Ron Twining, Assistant County Administrator, Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer, Bill Holtzman, County Engineer’s office. 
Approval of minutes:

James R. Cordes moved, seconded by Lori Kokoski to approve the minutes of January 14, 2008 with one correction (approval date of minutes should read December 6, 2007 not 2006). Upon roll call the vote taken resulted: Ayes: All 

Motion carried.

Report of the presiding officer(s), and/or acting director of staff:
There were no issues.

Old Business:

a. January 22, 2008 letter from Speaker Husted appointed State Representative Matt Lundy

b. Clerk contacted Senate President Bill Harris’ office and Senator Sue Moranos’ office to see if an appointment will be made.  Senate President Harris' office said they would look into it.  Senator Sue Morano attended today’s meeting and believes her appointment will be forthcoming.
c. Airport Spur Road Study

Preliminary report was prepared by Bramhall Engineering and Survey Co., Inc. 
1. Estimated cost; without right-of-way, permitting, wetland assessments and mitigation is $5,924,000 using 2009 prices
2. Allied Waste is improving their drive entrance near Hale Rd., so the proposed alignment has been moved east towards West Ridge Rd and on Sheet 1o of 7 traverses property owned by Allied Waste between Butternut Ridge Rd., and Oberlin-Elyria Rd., They assume this property is for future landfill expansion

3. A bridge will be needed over the Squires Ditch and, on Sheet 7 it will be a sub-station structure

4. Although a wetlands determination has not been done, they foresee wetland issues, with permitting and probably mitigation

5. There will be an at-grade crossing at Metroparks bikepath

Considering these issues and access to SR10/20, they recommend concentrating efforts on 

improving the existing route, Russia Rd to Oberlin-Elyria Rd to LaGrange Rd to SR10/20.  Improvements could be made to this route, which would make the airport more accessible. Russia Rd is going to be improved from SR58 to Oberlin-Elyria Rd next year using federal and OPWC funds. They could review the Oberlin-Elyria Rd from Russia Rd to LaGrange Rd for improvement that would relive congestion in this area.  The concrete pavement also needs to be repaired at SR10/20 interchange at LaGrange Rd.

Bill Holtzman, Engineer’s Office displayed the map of the area.  Mr. Cordes said this was to 

go from SR20 to Oberlin-Elyria Road.  Mr. Holtzman said a major obstacle would be ODOT.  Mr. Cordes said he received a call from Senator Brown and they are looking for projects to include in the stimulus package.  He stated that the primary focus for the future is to have access that is more feasible to the airport and this would be the only way the airport will survive to get commerce.  Mrs. Blair asked about 
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the property owners.  Mr. Holtzman said there are really no property/houses that would be displaced most of this is landfill property.  Mr. Cordes said the county needs shovel ready projects for the stimulus package and asked if the Engineer had turnkey projects ready.  Mr. Carney said the Northwest Interceptor Sewer project, west side of Lorain. Mr. Twining said there is also a transportation proposal that would connect waterways, waterfronts, airport, and highways.  Mr. Cordes said the county really does not have turnkey projects waiting, what about engineer.  
State Representative Lundy said there is state money for transportation logistics.   
Mr. Kalo said access is needed; go towards Russia Road and line up with the interchange.

Mr. Cordes said maybe Allied Waste could help with the project, since it would benefit them.

Mr. Holtzman said he would have Bramhall get a preliminary plan-showing road to the northwest of landfill about 2-3 weeks to get another plan. Mr. Kalo said include the Oberlin Road interchange study/
Mr. Kalo said the last discussion on the North/South Corridor was to go from Route 6 to Route 20 and connect the west side sewer.  He does not believe that the Rt20 to Rt30, Richland County would transpire.  Mr. Cordes said this project should be considered since it is an economic development for public works. Mr. Kalo said put the money from the north/south into airport and balance for Rt20 study.
Mr. Cordes said if Baumhart is improved from Rt20 to Rt2, the west side sewer this will open the west side and there is still affordable undeveloped property. This would allow for an opportunity for economic development stimulus funding because everything he is reading is not just for improved roads and bridges it is to stimulate economic development with public works projects, putting people to work and have a 20 year look to develop greater business and commercial business in that corridor.  Ms. Kokoski said many people have looked at the old Ford plant for various businesses.

Senator Morano said the west side sewer project would be great.

State Representative Lundy said ODOT wants to know about economic development on road projects

Mr. Twining said the federal level is looking for projects ready to go in 90 days or less to upgrade existing structure and anti sprawl, while west side sewer is good they might not be that excited.  Mr. Kalo said with the sewer it will be used for the plants infrastructure.

Mr. Cordes said what about partial funding from homeland security for the security at airport.  He also stated this road would be a limited access road and another selling point, that businesses could develop right off the limited access road.

New business:

a. Appoint officers

Resolution No. TID-09-001

James R. Cordes nominated Betty Blair as Chair, seconded by Ted Kalo. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon resulted as: Ayes: All. – Motion carried.
Chair


Betty Blair

Resolution No. TID-09-002

James R. Cordes nominated Ken Carney as Vice-Chair, seconded by Ted Kalo. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon resulted as: Ayes: All. – Motion carried.
Vice-Chair

Ken Carney, P.E., P.S.

Resolution No. TID-09-003

James R. Cordes nominated James Cordes as Secretary/Treasurer, seconded by Ted Kalo. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon resulted as: Ayes: All. – Motion carried.
Secretary/Treasurer
James R. Cordes
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Members

Betty Blair

Ken Carney

James R. Cordes

Lori Kokoski




Ted Kalo

Ex-Officio Members
State Representative Matt Lundy




Senator Sue Morano (appointment forthcoming)
Staff


Acting Director – James R. Cordes




Ron Twining, Assistant County Administrator
Clerk


Theresa Upton






_________________________

b.




RESOLUTION NO. TID-09-004

In the matter of approving the FY08 and FY09 )

TID budget in the amount of $500,000 
          )
January 12, 2009


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Transportation Improvement District we hereby approve the FY08 and FY09 TID budget in the amount of $500,000.

2008 (revised)


Airport Highway Preliminary Engineering

$           54,500.00


North/South Corridor Additional Study/Improvements
$         120,638.00


Griswold Road Final Design



$           74,862.00








Total
$         250,000.00


2009



North/South Corridor Additional Study/Improvements
$
25,000.00



Airport Highway Studies/Improvements


$         185,000.00



Griswold Road Environmental



$
30,000.00



Administration





$
10,000.00









Total
$         250,000.00

Motion by James R. Cordes, seconded by Lori Kokoski to adopt Resolution.

Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.


Motion carried.



_____________(discussion was held on the above)

c.
Other – there was no more business for this day and TID will meet on an as needed basis.
Other reports or communications:
There were no issues.
Adjourn:

With nothing further, Betty Blair moved, seconded by Lori Kokoski to adjourn at 11:35 a.m.  Upon roll call the vote taken, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted;
Theresa L. Upton - Clerk, Lorain County Board of Commissioners

_____________________________________

James. R. Cordes, Secretary/Treasurer, LCTID

