Lorain County, Ohio

Transportation Improvement District

October 12, 2006

The Transportation Improvement District met on Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 1:00 p.m., in the Commissioners Public Hearing Room.

The following members were in attendance:  Chair Commissioner Blair, Vice-Chair County Engineer, Kenneth P. Carney, and Acting Director – Treasurer/Secretary James R. Cordes, County Administrator, Commissioner Kalo and Commissioner Kokoski
(Absent: Ex-Officio Members; Senator Armbruster and State Representative Walcher were not able to attend)

Others in attendance were: Theresa Upton, Clerk, John Hamilton & Bill Holtzman - County Engineer’s Office, Anthony Calabrese-Attorney VSSP, and Joseph Robertson – Seasongood & Mayer and Rebecca Jones-LCCDD
Approval of minutes:

Betty Blair moved, seconded by Lori Kokoski to approve the minutes of May 18, 2006 as submitted with some minor corrections. Upon roll call the vote taken resulted: Ayes: All 

Motion carried.

Report of the presiding officer(s), and/or acting director of staff:
a. James Cordes said a memo was received indicating the North/South Corridor needs 
funding.  John Hamilton said this project was set up as a reimbursement from ODOD.  Mr. Cordes said the Board of Commissioners will need to do a $76,250 advance to the Engineer’s and will be reimbursed.

New Business:

a/b.
Anthony Calabrese, Bond Counsel – Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease educated the members on the TID by distributing a reference chart and Mr. Joseph Robertson – Seasongood & Mayer presented information on additional state monies for projects, obtaining funds and transfer fees.
Mr. Cordes said this TID was formed by ORC 5540 B – Board of Commissioners appoints 5 members, Speaker of House of Representative of General. Assembly and President of Ohio Senate each appoint 1 non voting member.

TID’s key items; authority to levy (recess) a license fee of up to $20, but no TID in Ohio 
has done this.  Mr. Cordes said certain entities have used up portions of this $20 cap; Lorain and Elyria, along with a hotel/motel tax.  Maybe a small survey could be issued.  Mr. Carney said this has been done along with neighboring counties, cities and states and he will forward this information.  

TID’s are used primarily for funding transportation and transportation related projects.  
Authority is given to issue tax exempt revenue bonds, levy fees (special assessments as a funding source), appropriate land, charge rents and fees for services and prevailing wage under certain circumstances.   Mr. Cordes said Lorain County has enacted a policy through the CIC and could incorporate the same by resolution for TID.

Mr. Calabrese said other governmental functions that govern the county; ie; immunity 
from lawsuits, are within the same chapter of ORC.  Mr. Cordes said the TID is appointed by Board, which is covered by CORSA.  

Mr. Robertson said additional funding sources available would be; 1) state infrastructure 
bank; 2) demonstration funds for multi-modal projects and 3) congestion mitigation funds.
Mr. Cordes said some matching funds are required, Mr. Calabrese said SIB is a loan.  
Commissioner Blair asked about the demonstration funds, Mr. Cordes said the Port Authority would have to have a reserve for debt, but could do GO bonds, Mr. Calabrese said a surety bond.
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October 16, 2006

Commissioner Blair asked about the congested mitigation funds. Mr. Robertson said 
apply for FTA, Department of Commerce and EDA monies with Congressman LaTourette being chairman of the transportation committee, there is a lot of money going to Northeastern Ohio political subdivisions; Port Authority, Greater Cleveland RTA, etc., but it takes a long time to acquire.

Commissioner Blair distributed copies of the commuter rail project.

County Engineer Carney said Commissioner Kalo had an idea for a road between SR10

north to Airport from 480 “Airport Access Road”.  
County Engineer said to generate revenue; license tax cap is $20; majority of the people

got $10; others got $15, but with voter approval.  Mr. Calabrese said he will check on the $5 increment and what the Commissioners can do with or without a vote for the increments.
Mr. Cordes said the same issues arise with the Port, being able to generate revenue for 
self sufficiency and credit is generated by the county. 
Commissioner Kokoski said there was $250,000 earmarked for 2 years.  Mr. Carney said 

in 87-88 a tax was passed, which should have been used for bridge repair.  Mr. Cordes said the Board has ¾% of a piggyback left; ¼% for one and ½% on the other.  If there is anything done if the future with the jail it will take a ½% and the county will need to require a whole ¼%.
Mr. Cordes said applications need to be applied for on the 2 year allocations for 2008.

Mr. Hamilton said the money was in the budget bill and will get the information to Mr. 
Calabrese.  Mr. Calabrese indicated maybe it was under 629.
b. By-laws – (amend Article V – Meetings – section 1. Notice (b)
It reads; Regular meetings are to be held 3rd Monday of each month

TID approved to meet quarterly on 3rd Thursday (should reflect this or change to bi-
annual, or as needed basis)

Mr. Calabrese said organizational meeting of TID shall be held at the time and place 
designated by the board member who has served the most years as a member of the general assembly, which is the ex-officio member Senator Harris.
Clerk stated that she only notified Armbruster and Walcher and believed Senator Harris 

designated Armbruster.  Mr. Calabrese said it is now Morrano and Martin.

The President of the Senate and Speaker of House would designate the non ex-officio 
members and they would hold the meetings.

Mr. Calabrese will work with Clerk Upton on the by-laws and structure it in a way that 

TID will hold the meetings as indicated with an organizational meeting in January and then as needed.

Motion by Commissioner Kalo, seconded by Commissioner Kokoski to approve this 
meeting schedule as indicated by the workings of Mr. Calabrese and Clerk Upton. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Old Business:
There were no issues.
Other reports or communications:
There were no issues.
Adjourn:


With nothing further, Lori Kokoski moved, seconded by Ted Kalo to adjourn at 2:18 p.m.  Upon roll call the vote taken, resulted as: Ayes: All
Respectfully submitted;
Theresa L. Upton - Clerk, Lorain County Board of Commissioners

_____________________________________

James. R. Cordes, Secretary/Treasurer, LCTID

