Lorain County, Ohio

Transportation Improvement District

May 19, 2003

The Transportation Improvement District met on Monday, May 19, 2003 at 11:15 a.m., in the Commissioners Public Hearing Room.

The following members were in attendance:  Commissioners Vasi, Blair, Moore, County Engineer, Kenneth P. Carney, Ron Twining, Community Development Director, James R. Cordes, County Administrator, Senator Jeff Armbruster

(Also attending: Bill Watkins, County Engineer Office, Craig Snodgrass, County Auditor’s Office)

Commissioner Blair said Bill Watkins, Deputy Engineer of Lorain is the Chairman of Transportation Advisory Committee on NOACA as County Engineer Carney’s alternative.

Commissioner Blair said there are four TID’s that are active and functioning and Lorain County has requested their TID be included, but it was not and this is why we are here.   She said Elizabeth Rumics, Oberlin, said the TID was included in the multi modal transportation plan as page 4-13 describing the TID and possibilities for Lorain County and it has been recommend that Lorain County to consider various projects for TID development especially for intermodal economic development projects for commuter rail at the Grove Site and excursion short line rail projects.

Lorain County needs priorities to advance to other levels and how funding is available.

Ron Twining, Director, LCCDD said TID was discussed as part of the land use plan, as well as the multi modal transportation plan, as means of brining funding potential to some big projects.  The intermodal station of the New York Central Train Station, Highway Projects (North/South Corridor and; convening Ohio Turnpike Authority to take north/south corridor down I-71 making it a toll road), Commuter Rail from Cleveland and Excursion Rail in Lorain, Road improvements or widening, Convention Center and Airport.   He said as a group by-laws were to be adopted and he is not sure this was done.

Commissioner Blair said no but they are attached for review.

Commissioner Blair said Lorain County Chamber of Commerce put together a Build Up Lorain County Plan and this plan was to get federal monies.

Commissioner Moore said does this County want and need a TID

Commissioner Vasi asked what is the potential TID can do for Lorain County.

Senator Armbruster said TID could get highway dollars in Lorain County, in addition too Issue 2 monies.  TID money was based on 1 – 2 years but has been ongoing, there are 4 TID’s funded but there are 12 in the State of Ohio.    He said Lorain County should continue and apply with a priority list
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Commissioner Moore said this TID needs a point person, organization and by laws.

County Engineer said the master plan is up to date

Community Development Director Twining said SIDS training policy could be used as a raking list in order to establish these priorities.

Bylaws and the criteria for a TID will be requested from Butler and Medina Counties and have Mr. Innes review them, as well as get a copy to the members for comments.

Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer said a TID is good, but the county needs cash flow for projects and maybe a possible sales tax could help.

Senator Armbruster discussed the license plate fee, which could be increased and used for roads, County Administrator to look into this fee structure for next meeting.

Commissioner Blair said Lorain County Transit has lost money and would like to have a sales tax on the November 2003 ballot to generate $6 million.  This needs to be reviewed; there could be a coordinated plan with other projects that could proceed if a sales tax was approved by the voters.  

Commissioner Moore would like the County Administrator to have LCT do a county dial a ride budget.

County Deputy Auditor Snodgrass said county sales tax could go up to 7%.  Senator Armbruster said the state would be increasing sales tax by 1%.

County Deputy Engineer Watkins said on behalf of NOACA they are getting stronger in the planning phase.  He said if there is no long range plans, project design or in kind services or funding established then nothing will proceed a TID is a good way to get started in planning and money is needed to get money.

Commissioner Blair said the county has the ability to get a bond to do future projects, Mr. Cordes said yes, this can be done but the county will have to pay it back.

County Engineer Carney said the county needs to look at all funding sources and how other counties have done this.

The next tentative meeting has been scheduled for Monday, June 16, 2003 at 11:00 a.m., in the Public Hearing Room and could be scheduled for the third Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m.

With nothing further, this meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted;

Theresa L. Upton

Acting Clerk, Lorain County Board of Commissioners

