Sponsors

Recruiting additional sponsors is a great
way to get your community involved in
the project. Encourage local businesses,
other community groups, and local media
to participate. Ask them to sponsor your
group for any of the following:

é Buy T-shirts for the volunteers.
é Refreshments for the event.

& Sponsor a picnic or lunch after
x. the cleanup.

Media

The Media is always looking for stories
of community importance and human
interest. The Adoption Programs have
both of these elements. Contact them
and invite them to the day’s activities.
Take advantage of the opportunity to
have photos taken and a news article
printed in your hometown newspaper.

Team-up to Clean-up

If you are interested in becoming an Adopt-A-Spot
or Adopt-A-Roadway volunteer contact:
Brandi Schnell at 440-328-2249
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Any Questions?

Please call our Information Hot Line
1-800-449-5463
or visit us online:

www.loraincounty.us/solidwaste

LORAIN COUNTY
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Solid Waste Management District

A Department of the Lorain County Commissioners
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226 Middle Avenue Elyria, Ohio 44035
1-800-449-5463 www.loraincounty.us/solidwaste
Dan Billman, Director




& Whatis Litter?

Litter is misplaced solid waste

** such as bottles, packaging, cans,
paper, cigarette butts or anything
else that is thrown, dropped or
discarded inappropriately. It is our responsibility
to discard our solid waste in an appropriate
manner. If we don’t, solid waste becomes litter.

Did you know that a site that is litter free is less
likely to be littered? Removing litter from along
our roadsides, parks and waterways is a
necessary but costly and time consuming
venture. This is where you come in. By
participating in the Adopt-A-Roadway or Adopt-A-
Spot programs, volunteers like you can make a
difference.

A statewide litter prevention
program sponsored by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Recycling & Litter
Prevention, is a volunteer-based
program that encourages the
clean up of county and township
roads. Similar to the Ohio
Department of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway
Program, which focuses solely on state highways
and interstates, the Adopt-A-Roadway Program
encourages local civic organizations,
beautification, fraternal and business groups to
adopt two or more miles of county and/or
township roadways.

To participate in the program, adoptive group
members must agree to pick up litter at least two
times a year, be at least 12 years old, and provide
adult supervision for youth groups that participate
in cleanups.

Funded by the Lorain County Commissioner’s
Solid Waste Management Office this program has
been very successful in Lorain County.

In their never ending battle to keep
Lorain County beautiful and litter free,
The Lorain County Solid Waste
Management District Office has
committed to helping the cities,
villages, and townships in their litter
control efforts. The Adopt-A-Spot Initiative will
incorporate many of the Adopt-A-Roadway
parameters and extend them to include
neighborhoods, beaches, parks, and such to
encompass the entire county.

The District will help the communities with the
funding, solicitation, and recognition of these
volunteer groups. The District will also work
closely with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, Ohio Coastal Management, and other
government offices to secure funding and
guidance to insure the success of the litter control
programs.

Under the Adopt-A-Spot Initiative local
governments will solicit and select local volunteer
groups to provide clean-up and basic maintenance
services for specific locations throughout their
communities. Parks, beaches, common areas,
even ditches and neighborhoods can be Adopt-A-
Spot locations.

The adopting group will enter into a contract with
the city for a period of not less than two years.

Reporting

A summary report will need to be
completed following your cleanup.
The report will provide your group
with an opportunity to record their
accomplishments and the Solid
Waste Office will use this report to
seek additional funding from state
and national agencies.

Getting Started

All you need to get started are
volunteers who are in good
physical shape, responsible and
y interested in helping to keep

your community clean and
beautiful. Simply choose a two mile section of
a county or township road, a park, an area, a
beach, or a river bed. Then fill out an
application, available from your local recycling
coordinator.

A member of one of the above listed offices will
brief you on safety hazards involved when
working along a roadside. They will also
present a training video for your group to view.
In addition, a materials checklist which
includes topics such as necessary personal
items, safety equipment and collection
supplies, will be made available to your group.

Many of the materials you collect along the
roadside are recyclable. You may be able to
combine a recycling program with your clean
up activity. Recycling the collected materials
will set an example for those in your group and
local community.

Beneft nclue

,‘ Enhancing the environment.

-3 . Giving the adoptive groups a sense of
“ stewardship over public lands.
& . Helping to create a society where

" prevailing attitudes do not tolerate littering.

A

Providing a way for groups to contribute
to the community.

Instilling pride in all who participate.

Lessening the financial burden placed on
taxpayers to keep our county clean.

Making communities more attractive to
business, industry, and tourists.
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