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PRESS RELEASE

February 6, 2019 

Contact – Don Romancak, Director

(440) 328-2323

Lorain County, OH - The Lorain County Board of Commissioners approved an agreement today between Lorain County, Eaton Township Board of Trustees, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services for a habitat improvement program going to take place at Margaret Peak Nature Preserve.
Lorain County, Eaton Township, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services have partnered to further enhance the wildlife habitat on the preserve by planting a modified oak savannah, including native pollinators, where soy beans once grew.  The re-seeding of native grasses, plants, and trees will help increase habitat and wildlife diversity as well as out compete invasive plant species.  It will also further protect the Willow Creek watershed by reducing sediments that would likely end up in the creeks and ditches nearby.
The Fortune Ditch and Margaret Peak Nature Preserve are part of the amended Willow Creek project funded through a grant from Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  Lorain County has been awarded over $3 million in GLRI funding for the control of invasive species and stream restoration projects at Willow Creek and Fortune Ditch.  This project has been a great collaborative effort between USEPA through its Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Ohio EPA, Lorain County, and Eaton Township.  All of these entities have worked together for the past three years in an effort to create these two public green spaces for the enjoyment of all. 

Commissioner Matt Lundy stated, “The addition of the US Fish and Wildlife Service and their expertise to our partners is a welcomed addition to an already impressive number of partners that have worked to improve our Community, our environment and our economy”.

Margaret Peak Nature Preserve is located in Eaton Township on Butternut Ridge Road, just west of SR 83.  It was a farm that was donated by the late Margaret L. Peak to Eaton Township for the purpose of a nature preserve.  Since then, two ponds, a wetland, and trails have been created, invasive species are removed, and live staking of native trees and plants has taken place.  The preserve is popular with birders, photographers, and outdoor enthusiasts.  
Commissioner Lori Kokoski added, “The addition of the Oak Savannah to the planned stream restoration and the previously developed ponds and wetland will bring the bequest of Margaret Peak to near completion.” 



