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 May 5, 2010


The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building,

226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:30 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Betty Blair, President, Commissioner Ted 
Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Lori Kokoski, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk.








JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.


Commissioner Kokoski presented a Male Golden Retriever found on Marselles Dr in Elyria, Available for adoption on Saturday 5-8-10 @ 3:00PM and is very energetic.  There are a lot of other dogs to choose from, make the kennel your first choice in adoption.
A.







PROCLAMATIONS:

9:30 a.m.
Commissioner Kokoski recognized and congratulated the Lorain/Medina Community Based Correctional Facility on being rated 1 of the top 2 CBCF’s in the State of Ohio.

Mike Willets, Director thanked the Board and this program was first started in 1997 and house 60 males and 18 females’ staff is excellent and the people are getting rehabilitated from drugs, alcohol, mental health and employment and introduced Bart Hobart, Chief Probation Officer-Adult Probation









__________________









JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioner Blair shared a thought for the day, contributed by George Burns “secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and good ending and have the two as close together as possible”.

The following business was transacted


__________________

B.







APPOINTMENTS:

9:45 a.m.
Tim Kwiatkowski, Vermilion River Manager-Northwest Ohio Scenic River, Bob Gable, Program Manager and Dan Martin, Director-Lorain County Metroparks – Vermilion River Scenic River Designation









____________________
c.1







RESOLUTION NO. 10-304


APPROVING LORAIN COUNTY JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following Lorain County Job and 

Family Services Bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

SCHEDULE


VOUCHER #



DESCRIPTION


AMOUNT

H10-1206







Telephone service


$1,496.04
Hs h10-1214







Administrative payroll


$393,669.07

Motion by Blair, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All

Motion carried.





________________

c.2







JOURNAL ENTRY


There were no investments for this day.


________________

c.3







RESOLUTION NO. 10-305
In the matter of authorizing various appropriations)


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various appropriations.

$
21,904.70
to be appropriated to:
postage to match office serv rv charges above dept allocation/office ser
$
21,904.70
to
1000-0000-100-106-01-6000-6002

$
10,000.00
to be appropriated to:
remodeling exp at collection/solid waste

$
10,000.00
to
2260-000-100-000-05-6380-6381

$
7,800.00
to be appropriated to:
increase to cover proj exp/adult probation isp misdemeanor
$
7,800.00
to
2560-2562-280-280-03-5080-5080

$
11,200.00
to be appropriated to:
increase to cover project exp/adult prob 

$
11,200.00
to
2940-0000-280-280-03-6050-0000

$
15,000.00
to be appropriated to:
pay for repairs of hvac units in jail and perform insp of jai sec sys/sheriff jail
$
10,000.00
to
5700-cons-550-000-10-6100-0000

$
5,000.00
to
5700-cons-550-000-10-6200-6218

$
445.00

to be appropriated to:
vendors for serv rendered and products rec/cffc

$
250.00

to
8280-8288-100-000-14-6000-0000

$
195.00

to
8280-8288-100-000-14-6200-6218


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All

Motion carried.





________________

c.4







RESOLUTION NO. 10-306
In the matter of authorizing various account transfers)


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various account transfers.

Account transfers;

$
300.00

from
1000-0000-540-000-01-6200-6202
pay exp for year 2010/elections



To
1000-0000-440-000-01-7000-7013

$
1,400.00
from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6380-6381
exp till end of year/sheriff




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-6000-6009

$
600.00

from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6380-6381




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-6200-6222

$
1,000.00
from
1000-0000-550-000-03-6380-6381




To
1000-0000-550-000-03-7220-0000

$
25,000.00
from
1000-0000-610-000-06-7070-7097
2nd quarter/veterans




To
1000-0000-610-000-06-5000-5001

$
2,288.66
from
1000-0000-999-000-01-9900-9900
dept reimbursement for vac & sick leave payouts for David Briggs, 




To
1000-0000-200-206-01-5000-5001
auditor office

$
1,000.00
from
1020-1021-550-000-03-5000-5005
next 3 payroll/sheriff eaton




To
1020-1021-550-000-03-5040-0000

$
100.00

from
1020-1021-550-000-03-5000-5005




To
1020-1021-550-000-03-5060-0000

$
3,000.00
from
2200-0000-550-000-03-6050-6059
supplies/repairs out of building materials/sheriff jail





To
2200-0000-550-000-03-6380-6381

$
1,000.00
from
2260-0000-100-000-05-5060-0000
shortfall of funds for remainder of 10/solid waste




To
2260-0000-100-000-05-6000-6000

$
1,000.00
from
2260-0000-100-000-05-5060-0000




To
2260-0000-100-000-05-7000-7013

$
200,000.00
from
2280-0000-260-262-06-6200-6204
amend to meet additional spending/lcdjfs




To
2280-0000-260-264-06-7070-0000

$
8,000.00
from
2280-0000-260-264-06-6000-0000
amend to meet additional spending/lcdjfrs




To
2280-0000-260-264-06-6380-6381

$
1,000.00
from
2280-0000-260-264-06-7070-7072
amend to meet additional spending/lcdjfs




To
2280-0000-260-264-06-7200-7200

$
3,000.00
from
2520-0000-510-000-01-5100-0000
meet exp/clerk of courts title




To
2520-0000-510-000-01-6200-6218

$
7,000.00
from
2520-0000-510-000-01-5000-5001




To
2520-0000-510-000-01-6200-6218

$
15,000.00
from
2700-0000-400-412-06-6200-0000
prof serv xp for courts road prog/dr




To
2700-0000-400-412-06-6200-6218

$
80,000.00
from
3520-0000-260-000-06-5100-0000
amend to meet additional spending/csea




To
3520-0000-260-000-06-7000-7000

$
20,000.00
from
8300-0000-660-000-14-5000-5001
provide additional funds to capital improve, vehicle & prof exp/cbcf



To
8300-0000-660-000-14-6100-0000

$
20,000.00
from
8300-0000-660-000-14-5000-5001




To
8300-0000-660-000-14-6050-6058

$
20,000.00
from
8300-0000-660-000-14-5000-5001




To
8300-0000-660-000-14-6200-6218


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All

Motion carried.





________________

c.5







JOURNAL ENTRY


There were no advances/repayments for this day.
________________

c.6







RESOLUTION NO. 10-307
In the matter of authorizing the purchase of supplies and)

Services for various county departments


)
 May 5 2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize the purchase of supplies and services for various County departments.

789-10 9-1-1 Agency (3480)
 Annual Maintenance agreement ProQa      
Priority Dispatch   

 1,755.00

 790-10 9-1-1 Agency (3480) 
Base-Repeater with 600 Ohm & Ethernet   
Vasu Communic.     

  9,709.20



Lorain County 9-1-1 Agency Dept – Total -----------------------------------

---$  11,464.20

791-10 Airport (7300) 
May 2010 management fee                      
Johnston Aviation 
  10,116.67

 
Lorain County Airport Dept – Total -------------------------------------------
--$  10,116.67

792-10 Adult Probation (2560) 
SBPO April –June 10 Reagents and     
Abbott Laboratories
 33,000.00


Lorain County Adult Probation Dept – Total ------------------------------------
-$  33,000.00

793-10 CBCF (8300) 
Lounge Chair, Straightline Hondo ganging kit    
Norix Group         
42,223.68

 794-10 CBCF (8300)
 Recumbent bicycles, upright cycles              
Super K-Mart         
  809.94

 795-10 CBCF (8300)
 Carpet extractor, upholstery scrub head         
Gergely’s Maint.    
 3,027.44

 796-10 CBCF (8300)
 Computer workstations                           
Global Gov’t Ed.   
  4,800.00

 797-10 CBCF (8300) 
Amendment to P.O. 2010000386 supplies           
L.C. Treasurer      
   500.00

 
Lorain County Lor/Med CBCF Dept – Total --------------------------------
--------$  51,361.06

798-10 Dog Kennel (2220) 
Replace transmission, replace bulb, etc   
Ed Mullinax Ford    
 2,492.28


Lorain County Dog Kennel Dept – Total --------------------------------------
----$   2,492.28

799-10 Domestic Rel. (2700)
 Forensic Examination and report       
 McClurg, Sherri      
2,250.00

 800-10 Domestic Rel. (2700) 
Forensis Examination and report       
 McClurg, Sherri     
 2,250.00

 801-10 Domestic Rel. (2610) 
Professional Behavioral Therapy Svc.   
Spectrum Consult.   
 2,362.50

 802-10 Domestic Rel. 
Single sheet laser mailer, handling & ship.   
Walz Postal Sol.    
 1,384.39  

Lorain County Domestic Relations Dept – Total --------------------------------
--$   8,246.89

803-10 Engineers (2580) 
Upgrade weather sentry service to online   
Telvent DTN, Inc   
  1,721.00

 804-10 Engineers (2580) 
Level off dirt piles and separate          
Crossroads Asphalt  
 5,700.00


Lorain County Engineers Dept – Total ------------------------------------------
-$   7,421.00

805-10 Golden Acres (3420)
 Indirect cost Jan-June 2010         
    L.C. Treasurer     
 87,754.00


Lorain County Golden Acres Dept – Total -------------------------------------
---$  87,754.00

806-10 Law Library (3110) 
Electronic Books                       
  Aspen Publishing     
4,823.93

 807-10 Law Library (3110) 
Electronic Law Books                 
    Matthew Bender     
  1,773.34


Lorain County Law Library Dept – Total ---------------------------------------
--$   6,597.27

808-10 Maintenance 
Repair of boilers at the Administration Bldg    
Temperature Control 
 1,534.70

 809-10 Maintenance 
Filters and pads for various county facilities 
 Dyna-Tech Air Filter 
2,958.05

 810-10 Maintenance 
Amendment to P.O. 2010000703 Due to misc. calc. Kone Inc              
  36.00


Lorain County Maintenance Dept – Total  ----------------------------------
------$   4,528.75

811-10 Probate Court (2860) 
Ricoh 3010 Scan/Print/Copy, Stapler   
 MT Business Tech.    
3,300.00


Lorain County Probate Court Dept – Total -----------------------------------
---$   3,300.00

812-10 Prosecutor’s (2500) 
Envelopes                              
 Mecho Custom          
 733.13

 813-10 Prosecutor’s 
Envelopes                                      
Mecho Custom        
 2,785.88

 814-10 Prosecutor’s 
Envelopes                                      
Mehco Custom        
 1,368.50


Lorain County Prosecutor’s Dept – Total-------------------------------
----------$   4,887.51

815-10 Sanitary Eng. (7100) 
Wastewater charges collected 11/09-    
Grafton Village   
   2,521.79


Lorain County Sanitary Engineers Dept – Total --------------------------------
--$   2,521.79

816-10 Sheriff’s (5700) 
Fullsize, 4wd Regular Cab 8’ bed pickup   
 32 Ford Mercury     
22,874.00

 817-10 Sheriff’s (5700) 
Cab Steps                                 
 Elyria Ford         
   267.85

 818-10 Sheriff’s (5700) 
Back rack headache rack/light bar mount   
 Auto Details          
 299.00

 819-10 Sheriff’s (5700) 
Carrier ignitors, labor to install        
 Refrigeration Spec. 
 5,102.12


Lorain County Sheriff’s Dept – Total -------------------------------------------
$  28,542.97

820-10 Solid Waste (2260)
 Indirect costs for year ending 2008    
  L.C. Treasurer   
  111,412.00

 821-10 Solid Waste (2260) 
SBPO May-Dec 10 Trash talk newsletter    
Eco Partners        
 3,354.00*JRC pulled
 822-10 Solid Waste (2260) 
27 x 48 Pallet Jack for Collection Ctr. 
 Titan Supply    
     1,793.00


Lorain County Solid Waste Dept – Total ---------------------------------------
--$ 116,559.00

Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All. 

Motion carried.





________________

c.7







RESOLUTION NO. 10-308
In the matter of authorizing Travel Expenses to various       )

personnel to attend meetings of interest to their departments)



BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize travel expenses to various personnel to attend meeting of interest to their departments.

Lorain County Adult Probation      

 102-10 Snyder, Shannon Reimbursement for mileage 190 miles @ .55 per mile    11/20/09          104.50

Lorain County Coroner’s             

 103-10 Evans, Stephen Reimbursement for mileage 42 @.55 and 265 @.50 per     12/9/09-2/25/10   155.60


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________

c.8







RESOLUTION NO. 10-309






APPROVING BILLS FOR PAYMENT


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve the following bills for payment, which have been signed by two or more Commissioners:

	VENDOR
	PURPOSE
	ACCOUNT #
	AMOUNT

	General Fund
	 
	 
	 

	James Maschari
	Parking Refund
	1000 0000 100 142 01 7070 7089
	$27.00 

	CDW-G
	Computer Equipment
	1000 0000 100 112 10 6050 6054
	$224.00 

	Lorain County Sheriff
	Defense of Indigent Case
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$102.00 

	Summit County Probate Court
	Defense of Indigent Case
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$192.00 

	Summit County Probate Court
	Defense of Indigent Case
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$309.00 

	AT & T 
	Telephone Services
	1000 0000 100 112 01 6200 6202
	$42.60 

	Lorain County Chamber of Commerce
	Safety Council Mtg.
	1000 0000 100 000 01 7200 7200
	$17.00 

	Cintas Corporation
	Uniform Rental 
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6600 6602
	$337.20 

	Crausaz, Charles
	Workers Compensation
	1000 0000 550 000 03 5100 0000
	$1,548.10 

	Gene Ptacek & Son 
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$507.60 

	Lorain County Sheriff
	Defense of Indigent Case
	1000 0000 500 000 02 7070 0000
	$56.00 

	Costco
	Renewal Fee
	1000 0000 100 000 01 7070 7070
	$40.00 

	Safe Harbor Security 
	Professional Services
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6200 6218
	$150.00 

	Safe Harbor Security 
	Computer Equipment
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6050 6054
	$540.00 

	Famous Supply
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$90.80 

	Hank Bloom Services
	Repair
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 0000
	$217.60 

	Julian W. Perkins, Inc
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$34.00 

	Mitco Custom Water Treatment
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$682.86 

	Mitco Custom Water Treatment
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$669.59 

	H & H Auto Parts
	Building Maintenance
	1000 0000 100 104 01 6380 6381
	$375.50 

	
	 
	TOTAL
	$6,162.85 

	Dog Kennel
	
	
	

	Costco
	Renewal fee
	2220 0000 100 000 05 7070 0000
	$100.00 

	Cobb, James DBA Oberlin Animal Hospital
	Professional Services
	2220 0000 100 000 05 6200 6218
	$100.00 

	Moelk Sales
	Supplies
	2220 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$178.56 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$378.56 

	Medically Handicapped Children
	
	
	

	Treasurer, State of Ohio 
	Other Expenses
	2740 0000 580 000 06 7070 0000
	$152,015.87 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$152,015.87 

	Law Library 
	
	
	

	James Publishing
	Law Books
	3110 0000 650 000 02 6000 6011
	$97.94 

	Windstream Corporation
	Telephone Services
	3110 0000 650 000 02 6200 6202
	$288.36 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Paper
	3110 0000 650 000 02 6000 0000
	$4.10 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Postage
	3110 0000 650 000 02 6000 6002
	$5.66 

	The Ohio State University
	Subscription
	3110 0000 650 000 02 6000 6011
	$45.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$441.06 

	9-1-1 Agency
	
	
	

	Whitehouse Artesian Springs
	Water
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6000 0000
	$51.75 

	Vasu Communications
	Equipment
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6050 0000
	$845.00 

	Vasu Communications
	Professional Services
	3480 0000 100 000 03 6200 6218
	$140.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,036.75 

	Real Estate Tax
	
	
	

	J & J Property
	2010 1st 1/2 Real Estate Tax
	4500 4502 100 000 07 7070 0000
	$2,207.59 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$2,207.59 

	Airport
	
	
	

	Hamilton, Randy DBA Perfect Touch
	Professional Services
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6200 6218
	$900.00 

	Tractor Supply 
	Supplies
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6000 0000
	$116.96 

	Perkins Motor Service
	Supplies
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6000 0000
	$301.52 

	Mac's Auto 
	Equipment
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6050 0000
	$185.00 

	Krystowski Tractor Sales
	Supplies
	7300 0000 100 000 11 6000 0000
	$215.63 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,719.11 

	Sanitary Engineers
	
	
	

	City of North Ridgeville
	Lab Services
	7100 7100 300 304 11 6200 6210
	$1,028.00 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,028.00 

	Transit
	
	
	

	Christie Elizabeth Humphrey
	2010 Refund
	7200 0000 100 000 11 7070 7089
	$55.00 

	Vasu Communications
	Radio Repairs
	7200 0000 100 138 11 6380 6380
	$58.33 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$113.33 

	Children and Family Council
	
	
	

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Supplies
	8210 FY10 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$340.40 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Advertising
	8210 FY10 100 000 14 7220 0000
	$246.99 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Supplies
	8240 FY10 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$101.68 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Advertising
	8240 FY10 100 000 14 7220 0000
	$73.77 

	Karen McIlwaine
	Stipend
	8100 FY10 100 000 14 7070 0000
	$150.00 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Record Center Fees
	8240 FY10 100 000 14 7000 7013
	$57.86 

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Record Center Fees
	8210 FY10 100 000 14 7000 7013
	$193.70 

	Bobels
	Supply 
	8210 FY10 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$74.04 

	Bobels
	Supply 
	8280 8288 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$38.52 

	Cindy Spillman
	Other Expenses
	8210 FY10 100 000 14 7070 0000
	$56.34 

	Cindy Spillman
	Other Expenses
	8240 FY10 100 000 14 7070 0000
	$8.97 

	Bobels
	Supplies
	8240 FY10 100 000 14 6000 0000
	$22.11 

	 
	 
	TOTAL
	$1,364.38 


	Golden Acres
	 
	 
	 

	Invacare
	Supplies
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$25.74 

	Budget Batteries
	Batteries
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$96.75 

	Tractor Supply
	Supplies
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$205.43 

	NAPA Auto Parts
	Replacement belt
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6380 6381
	$81.54 

	Worcester's Sales and Services Inc
	Rebuild kit
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$14.24 

	Plumb Master, Inc
	Supplies
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$123.74 

	E.M. Service
	Supplies
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$74.40 

	ALCO
	Supplies
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6000 0000
	$572.71 

	CenturyLink
	Telephone Services
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6200 6202
	$469.92 

	CenturyLink
	Internet Services
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6200 6222
	$65.43 

	Terminix
	Pest Control
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6200 6218
	$75.00 

	ATCO Fire Protection DBA Tiroly & Associates
	Hydrant flow test & results
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6200 6218
	$620.00 

	Bonivere Brunner
	Entertainment
	3420 0000 100 000 05 6200 6218
	$25.00 

	Treasurer, State of Ohio - Fire Marshall
	Fire safety inspection fee
	3420 0000 100 000 05 7000 7011
	$100.00 

	Dr. George Costaras DBA Elyria Foot Clinic
	Physician Services
	3424 0000 100 000 05 6200 6216
	$59.02 

	Lifecare Ambulance
	Transportation
	3424 0000 100 000 05 6200 6220
	$65.92 

	 
	 
	TOTAL
	$2,674.84 

	Hospitalization
	
	
	

	Lorain County Treasurer
	Postage
	7000 7000 100 000 12 6000 0000
	$14.83 

	Fort Dearborn Life
	Monthly Invoice
	1030 0000 100 000 01 5080 5086
	$17,671.50 

	Medical Mutual Of Ohio 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$495,471.20 

	Medical Mutual Of Ohio 
	Claims
	2200 0000 550 000 03 6200 6228
	$2,296.52 

	Wellpoint Pharmacy
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$214,486.66 

	Delta Dental 
	Claims
	7000 7000 100 000 12 5080 5084
	$22,928.68 

	
	
	TOTAL
	$752,869.39 


	Sanitary engineer
	
	
	

	Lorain county engineer
	County gas
	7100-7100-300-304-11-6000-6000
	$1,477.68

	
	Vehicle expense
	7100-7100-300-304-11-6380-6380
	$1,942.72

	
	
	Total
	$3,420.40

	DOMESTIC RELATIONS ITITLE IV-E
	
	
	

	SZILAGYI, EIRCA
	TUTITION REIMBURSEMENT
	2610-0000-400-000-02-7200-7200
	$1,440.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	$1,440.00



Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All

Motion carried.





________________








AIRPORT

c.9







RESOLUTION NO. 10-310
In the matter of amending Res#07-607, adopted )

August 23, 2007 authorizing an agreement with  )

Johnston Aviation to manage the airport facilities)

May 5, 2010


WHEREAS, on August 23, 2007 the Board of Commissioners approved Resolution 07-607 with an effective date of September 1, 2007 
naming Johnston Aviation as the County Airport Facility Manager, and

WHEREAS, the Board and Johnston Aviation hereby agree to amend the September 1, 2007 agreement, and

  
WHEREAS, the September 1, 2007 agreement agrees to pay Johnston Aviation the sum of Ten Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($10,950.00) per month,  for the services it renders due and payable by the first day of said month, and

WHEREAS, current financial difficulties have caused the County and Johnston Aviation to negotiate a new monthly fee of $10,116.67 
to be paid to Johnston Aviation effective May, 1st. 2010, and

WHEREAS, this amendment will continue the relationship between the County Johnston Aviation on an automatic three month renewal 
basis until articles 4.1 or 4.3 is invoked by one of the parties to said agreement.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that effective May, 1, 2010 the September 
1, 2007 Facilities Management Agreement is amended with Johnston Aviation for a new monthly fee of $10,116.67 and the term of the agreement continues to be a three month period with automatic renewals subject to article 4.1 and 4.3 of the original agreement.   


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________








COMMISSIONERS


c.10










Mr. Cordes requested an executive session to discuss on going labor negotiations.








_______________

c.11







JOURNAL ENTRY

In the matter of approving & entering into a Stop Loss )

Contract with Medical Mutual of Ohio, effective           )

May 5, 2010

retroactive to January 1, 2010 – December 31, 2010      )


Commissioner Blair moved, seconded by Kalo to adopt. Upon roll call there was a call for discussion.


Commissioner Kokoski asked for this to be placed on hold for one week for further review because she does not recall discussion.

County Administrator Cordes said yes we have, the Board agreed to various elements of the health care back in December but due to legal language this contract is now to form in accordance with the Prosecutors Office and therefore the Board needs to adopt. Commissioner Kokoski asked what the stop loss is, Mr. Cordes said more risk is being taken on, Commissioner Kokoski said she was not in favor of this.  Commissioner Kalo said we took more risk did cost savings so we had more money. Commissioner Kokoski asked if RFP’s were done for other healthcare providers, Commissioner Kalo said yes about 2 years ago, received TPA’s and awarded MMO.  Commissioner Kalo said this was during the time that Commissioner Kokoski was off sick.

Discussion continued and Commissioner Blair withdrew her motion and Commissioner Kalo withdrew his second.  This will be placed on next weeks agenda.






____________________(discussion was held on the above)
c.12







RESOLUTION NO. 10-311
In the matter of approving customized training )

program through LCCC Nord Advanced &       )


May 5, 2010

Engineering Technologies for forklift training   )

WHEREAS, The Nord Advanced Technologies Center and LCCC Engineering Technologies, Elyria has a customized training program for Lorain County Commissioners, proposal Number : NATC 09026; and

WHEREAS, this program is customized training for 2 hours “forklift recertification training” and 4 hours “forklift and certification training” for up to 16 employees.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we hereby approve the customized training program through LCCC Nord Advanced & Engineering Technologies for forklift training for employees.

Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________








JOB & FAMILY SERVICES
c.13







RESOLUTION NO. 10-312

In the matter of authorizing Lorain County    ) 

Department of Job and Family Services to     )

enter into a plan for the expenditure of funds )


May 5, 2010
allocated by the Ohio Department of Job and)

Family Services for state fiscal year 2010      )


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize Lorain County Department of Job and Family Services to enter into a plan for the expenditure of funds allocated by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services for state fiscal year 2010.

Lorain County has received $342,777.00 as an allocation from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services from the 600-533 account total of $15 million appropriated by the Ohio general Assembly for state fiscal year 2010. These funds are state general revenue funds (GRF) and may be spent for any legitimate family services purpose allowed under state and federal law. 

Lorain County Job and Family Services shall be expended as follows:

$75,000.00 for Income Maintenance purposes

$75,000.00 for Adult Protective Services

$192,777.00 for Child Support activities

If there is an increase or decrease in the funds allocated under this line item for SFY 2010, the funds or cuts shall be distributed proportionally, unless one of the parties of this agreement requests modification of the agreement.

 
Said agreement is considered a part hereof to this resolution and by reference thereto and can be found on file in the Commissioners office/Purchasing Department and Lorain County Department of Job and Family Services.  


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, we hereby authorize said payment for services to be made within the amount set above for contract and/or subcontracts.


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kalo to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-313
In the matter of approving transfer of a server hosting )

tax map files and two seats of Autodesk AutoCAD      )

May 5, 2010

2010 and Raster Design 2010 for purpose of increasing)

office’s ability provide quality services to the public     )

WHEREAS, Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer by letter dated April 22, 2010 submitted the following:

“With the County Auditor assuming the oversight of the day-to-day operations and payroll of the Tax Map Department this has left both hardware and software that are no longer needed by the Tax Map Department.

The server that currently hosts the Tax Map files will no longer be useful to the department with the transfer of the data to the Auditor’s servers. This server is currently licensed to the Lorain County Engineer’s Office, but was purchased by the Tax map Department (then under the  County Engineer’s Office) through the general fund.  The County Auditor and his IT Director have been consulted, and they see no problem with the County Engineer’s Office requesting that this piece of hardware be transferred permanently to the County Engineer’s Office.

There are also two seats of Autodesk AutoCAD 2010 and Raster Design 2010 that are no longer in use by the Tax Map Department since they have become employees of the County Auditor’s Office.  We have contacted both the County Auditor and the reseller (DLT Solutions) and they have no problem transferring the contract for these products to the County Engineer’s Office. We can then put these products to use in our office so the money for the seats was not spent in vain.

Therefore, we ask that the Board pass a resolution approving the transfers of the aforementioned items to the ownership of the County Engineer’s Office for the purpose of increasing the office’s ability to provide quality services to the public.


Yours truly, S/Ken Carney, P.E., P.S., Lorain County Engineer”

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that based upon the letter dated April 22, 2010 from Ken Carney, Lorain County Engineer we hereby approve the transfer of a server hosting tax map files and two seats of Autodesk AutoCAD 2010 and Raster Design 2010 to the County Engineer for purpose of increasing office’s ability provide quality services to the public. 


Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________
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VERMILION RIVER – SCENIC DESIGNATION
Tim Kwiatkowski, Vermilion River Manager-Northwest Ohio Scenic River, Bob Gable, Program Manager and Dan Martin, Director-Lorain County Metroparks were requested by the Board to give an update on the Vermilion River Scenic River Designation.
Bob Gable, Program Manger – Scenic River, Columbus said the scenic river program is working with the local landowners, local governments, and conservation organizations to protect Ohio’s finest river/stream systems.  There are currently 14 designated systems across the state which includes about 800 designated river miles, which is a very small fraction of Ohio’s river systems.  To have a river designated as a wild/scenic/recreational river is a badge of honor for these streams and local communities, it says that the local communities and landowners along the stream have taken care of the stream and is one of the best streams remaining in the state of Ohio and is a rare honor for a stream to receive designation.  The Ohio Revised Code Section 1547.81 provides for the authority for the Director of the Department of Natural Resources to designate rivers as wild/scenic/recreational and there are three different classifications, but from a legal perspective they are all the same, they offer protection and the classification just reflects the degree of natural character that each stream posses. The authority to designate does rest with the Director under this section and the designation is a designation of the watercourse, river stream itself and adjacent lands up to 1,000 feet from either side and this becomes, what is called a scenic river area. The designation does improve a wild/scenic/recreational area and under the same section of code also provides for the protection of private property rights, and did provide a copy of the designated study for the Vermilion and these chapters of the Ohio Scenic River law under the revised code are contained within the study so you can reference.  So the declaration by the director that inherits a section of a wild/scenic/recreational river area does not give ODNR or any other governmental entity or any local political subdivision a right to restrict the use of land by owner thereof it also says the declaration does not provide for any access by the department to the private property or any access by any governmental entity or the public.  
Commissioner Kokoski said under this section it states “the director may enter into a lease or other agreement with a political subdivision to administer all or part of a wild/scenic/recreational river area and may acquire real property or any estate, right, or interest therein in order to provide for the protection and public recreational use of a wild/scenic/recreational area”, so there is opportunity to take land?  Mr. Gable said this section gives the department authority to acquire land along the designated wild/scenic/recreational river area and have done this along other scenic river areas across the state and actually own almost 2500 acres on other rivers across the state and this chapter in reference to the lease also gives ODNR and the Director the authority to lease these properties back out to a local entity.  
Commissioner Kokoski said so you can lease to a kayaking company, Mr. Gable said they have never leased it to a private entity they have always leased to another government political subdivision. For example on the Little Miami River, designated in 1969 in Clark, Greene, Warren & Hamilton counties they own several sites along this river and lease back to the Green County Metroparks District and they manage the sites for recreational use; hiking, trails, fishing, canoe and kayak access, things of this nature, so this is what that paragraph gives them the authority to do. 
Commissioner Kokoski asked about the access or acquire of the 1,000 feet along the entire river.  Mr. Gable said that is not what it says, if you go back to the paragraph he just referenced, it protects private property rights, it says declaration by the director does not give the department authority over land within the wild/scenic/recreational river area or the right to enter and this is in the revised code.  
Commissioner Kokoski said Mr. Gable mentioned it was an honor to have this river get this designation, it means it is a very well maintained river which makes her think that the people that own the property have been taking care of the river and this concerns why all of a sudden ODNR wants to come in and designate this river when it has been well taken care of.  Mr. Gable said lots of assets have been brought to local communities on other scenic rivers being very effective in getting grant money for various projects, example on the Kokosing State Scenic River took funding from the scenic river license plate fund making it available through the local soil and water district for live stock inclusion project, which involved any interested landowners could receive funding and fence their cattle from the stream and get it paid 100% and enter a 15 year agreement with Soil & Water to maintain the fence and inclusion of the stream and original $25,000 was made available but over $75,000 was received in applications, which in their opinion was an exceptional success to get the interest in this program and in the end there was over $33,000 that was funded in this fencing project and this is just one example of the kind of programs that can be brought to the local communities to help/enhance the local efforts on these designated river areas.  
Commissioner Kokoski said while it is being protected, like some people said last week what about the dredging and it would affect many business/people on this river. Mr. Gable said this is not in fact true, he would like to continue and may be able to provide clarification on these issues.  
Mr. Gable said paragraph 5 in Section 1547.81 that protects private property; “declaration by the director that an area (area refers back to the 1,000 feet and remember the scenic river area is the 1,000 feet corridor and the watercourse)..,so declaration by the director that an area is a wild, scenic, or recreational river area  does not authorize the director or any governmental agency or political subdivision to restrict the use of land by the owner thereof or any person acting under the landowner’s authority (so this would even protect a farm lease) or to enter upon the land and does to expand or abridge the regulatory authority of any governmental agency or political subdivision over the area”, once again the wild, scenic, recreational river area is what it is refereeing too, 1,000 feet corridor.  This adequately protects the private property rights.  Under 1547.82, this is where the regulatory authority lies within the scenic river law, basically, he will paraphrase “the director of ODNR has approval authority over publicly funded projects within wild/scenic/recreational river area that would be the 1,000 feet corridor on each side of the river outside the municipal corporation limits and only in effect of outside municipal corporation limits due to the fact that Ohio is a constitutional home rule authority and cities and villages have a great ability of freedom in governing themselves”  The section reads as; “No state department, state agency, or political subdivision shall build or enlarge any highway, road, or structure or modify or cause the modification of the channel of any watercourse within a wild, scenic, or recreational river area outside the limits of a municipal corporation without first having obtained approval of the plans for the highway, road, or structure or channel modification from the director of natural resources or the director’s representative. The court of common pleas having jurisdiction, upon petition by the director, shall enjoin work on any highway, road, or structure or channel modification for which such approval has not been obtained.”. He stated that this gives the department approval over public funded  authority over publicly funded pieces of infrastructure in the designated wild/scenic/recreational river area; example would be highway, roads, bridges, culverts, sewer lines, etc that may be proposed within this designated wild/scenic/recreational river area.  
Mr. Gable said under Section 1547.84 if the river is designated as an Ohio wild/scenic/recreational river area; “The director of natural resources shall appoint a local advisory council, composed of not more than 10 members and the role of the advisory council is to advise the director in regards to issues pertaining to that wild, scenic, or recreational river area, watershed corridor. They try to find a diverse representatives of local land owners, business owners, county commissioners, county engineers, representatives to the state, farm bureau members, then all the possible concerns and questions that arise in this corridor can be addressed and get adequate feedback from this good cross representation on individuals of this council.  
Mr. Gable asked if there were any questions.
Commissioner Kalo asked him to give some clarification because he spoke with Mr. Logan about moving the scenic river designation from 1 department to another and working out the Ohio Administrative Code because there was confusion last week between Ohio Revised Code and the Administrative Code and there were issues such as; dredging, breaking ice, safety issues and protecting properties and could be confrontational at best.  
Mr. Gable said under the codes he just cited, a publicly funded project like dredging occurring within the wild, scenic, recreational river area technically this would have to be approved by the department, if it is a privately funded dredging project it would not. The department does not or typically designate historically dredged sections of the river, it would not be in there best interest; dredging is an impact to a river it would be contradictory to protecting the natural stream corridor and this is what the wild/scenic/recreational river area is all about and they are not interested in laying a designation over a historically dredged section of any river, so it is not conducive of what they are doing.  
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Mr. Gable said with regards to Ohio Administrative Code, what people are concerned about are rules that pertain to governance or use of designation of land that they own along the wild/scenic/recreational river areas, which they have about 2500 acres statewide and there are rules for what kind of activity that can go on these lands, a lot of parcels are small, thin corridors, sections of corridors are not very large, public hunting is not a permissible activity because it is very difficult to open a 50 acres stretch of land along a river for public hunting, there is not a lot of space, hunter conflicts, etc.  However other activities like; fishing, hiking, nature studies are permitted and these are within the administrative code which is what lays out what can and can not occur on these different property that they own.  Last summer, the scenic river program transferred from the Division of Natural Preserves to Division of Watercraft, this was part of the restructuring of ODNR to address budgetary challenges and with this transfer the lands transferred (scenic river lands) from under the management of Natural Area of Preserve to the management of the Division of Watercraft, the old rules that were under Natural Area of Preserve that govern the scenic river lands need to be revised now that the program and land has transferred, so there are a set of rules under the Division of Watercraft for these lands and they are in the process of doing.  The Division of Natural Area Preserve was to protect natural areas and other features across the state and had quit restrictive rules because some of these natural areas are very small, habitat that no longer exists in Ohio very sensitive and a lot of these rules were very restrictive.  Commissioner Kalo said these rules go back to the 70’s and last time they were revised?  Mr. Gable  said that is his understanding but a lot of these rules were applied to scenic river lands because they were part of the Natural Area of Preserve system and now they are not and the new set of rules within the Division of Watercraft would be more relaxed and more activities would be permitted on these properties.  But again, the important thing to know here, this is just for property that they own, the rules do not in anyway, shape or form governs, restrict use of land in a scenic river area on private property. Commissioner Kalo said there is no acquisition process; you do not carry eminent domain powers within ODNR.  Mr. Gable said the State of Ohio carries eminent domain powers obviously, but eminent domain has never, and he is on the record; eminent domain has never been used by the scenic river program in the 42 year history.  Mr. Gable said what they have proposed for the Vermilion River, Tim Kwiatkowski had conducted the study and currently proposed designation of 25.3 miles, basically from river mile 1.8, which was in the original proposal the most upstream Mariana on the Vermilion upstream to the Huron county line and the east fork from 511 in Kipton downstream to the components of the Vermilion and now considering moving the downstream designation limit back to river mile 2.8 which would be the start of the Metroparks area on both sides of the river.  Commissioner Kalo said then it would have no impact on any of the business north. Mr. Gable said correct, this gets away from the business and marinas and dredging activities and those concerns and this is what is currently proposed and Director’s giving it a very serious consideration.  Mr. Gable said at this point and time, he would like to ask everyone, this would be political subdivisions, private landowners, business along the river, lets stop and take a breath here, give them a chance to talk, communicate and discuss the scenic river law, make sure everyone has an understanding of the scenic river law, the legalities, the plus the minus of the designation and then later on if you want to make a decision stating you support or don’t support that is fine but he is asking people to make informed decisions. A lot of local political subdivisions have reacted quickly and abruptly and rescinding resolutions that they originally supported the designation study, a lot of people reacted negatively before completely understanding the program and scenic river law; he wants people to make informed decisions, educated decisions not reactionary decisions that are based on miss or misconceptions of the law.  Commissioner Kalo said he almost has to agree with State Rep Murray who said while talking with the Director; that through the years you have worked on the administrative code on how this process is going to be, there can’t be a consideration to designate this year on a bet and moving it back to the 2.8 mile marker then does not affect our local business people, our livelihood, our tourism.  A lot of the engine that drives Vermilion economy in our lakefront and think from the stand point, and we all have tough budgets, don’t have the bodies like we had before, but this administrative code really needs to be looked at before anything is done.  At this point, he thinks it is going to be a lot of work on ODNR’s part and whoever is writing your administrative code – legislative service who does your code for the departments, but he can not see moving forward at this point, but does not want to rescind either in not support because this was done three years ago but think we really have to sit back when actions are taken and appreciates them for their presence, Commissioner Blair made the phone call, he spoke with State Rep Boose about these folks being here and the lady that owns the campground resignated with him last week, thank you.  At this point, let the next 3-4 hearing process go through and he hopes to be in Vermilion this evening if his schedule allows to see what is said about backing up the 2.8 mile marker is a start and you are not upsetting the business people who have employees but there is a lot of work in the administrative code and can be confusing.  Mr. Gable said it will be and they are going to work on that and the Natural Area of Preserve rules will actually be rescinded and then the new rule package will be submitted to take place of the rescinded rules and they are working to this end to have a current rule set just for these properties in the scenic river area.  You mentioned the public meeting tonight and this is part of their, everyone take a deep breath, step back, lets talk they have schedule a set of public information sessions, the first is this evening at Vermilion of the Lake clubhouse at 7 pm and there will also be sessions on May 27, June 8 and June 30, again we will solicit more input, more comments, reach out to more of the riverfront property owners along the river and get feedback from them and hopefully everyone will get a chance here to talk and lets all make sure we understand each other before everyone makes their final decision.  Commissioner Kalo said he would think that in his discussions that currently in 2010 there is no considerate action from ODNR to move forward in doing the actual designation until the administrative codes are worked out and the State Rep’s are asking for this to happen, not do anything this year until all the questions get answered and you have the ability and opportunity to rewrite all these codes with the ability to understand and clarify, correct.  Mr. Gable said yes, they are going to take their time to take a hard look at all of this, gather as much information as common as they can, ultimately the authority to designate does rest with the director, so he will not make any definite statements on his behalf and it is his understanding that he will be available this evening at the public information session but he has taken all this information and he was at the Vermilion City Council meeting last week and will use all this information and input in his decision making process with regard to the designation. They have slowed things way down and they just want a chance to talk to more people.  

Tim Kwiatkowski, Vermilion River Manger-Northwest Ohio Scenic River thanked the board for allowing them to come today to try and clarify some of the issues that have been brought up.  He wants to touch base on the process how the river is designated and granted in the 42 year history they really have never experienced any opposition like this.  They move forward with the resolution and then the designation, internally now they are talking about reviewing the process of how they go about designating rivers. There are 14 designated rivers in the State of Ohio and Ashtabula which was designated in 2008 had 100% support from the community, so going into these communities they were not expecting any opposition, they received the resolutions, did the study and issued their intent to designate. Ashtabula County has 3 designated rivers and the community up there is fully supported of the scenic rivers program, the community understands on the program works to protect its river systems, there is no opposition from private property owners on land acquisitions they understand on the program works. Going back to the designation process, they are looking internally how they go with the process, starting with the resolutions of support for the study and then possibly in the future, after the study is produced and then seeking resolutions to designate in local communities.  They were taken back by the opposition of the community here and internally they are reviewing the whole process.  
Commissioner Blair said everyday is a new day and we learn something new.  She understands that he is the author of the 87 page report, Mr. Kwiatkowski said correct.  Commissioner Blair said she would like him to speak of a comment that was made here last week stating the cost of this was about $204,000 and she discussed this with him and it was not entirely accurate.  Mr. Kwiatkowski said no, the Office of Coastal Management receives grant funding from the federal government from the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration and this funding is channeled through the office of Coastal Management on Coastal Resources and Vermilion enters into Lake Erie and the office of coastal management actually granted funds to scenic rivers program to do a scenic river study and a watershed plan for the Ashtabula in 2006 and in 2007 funds fro the Vermilion which is ongoing and this funding will not only produce 4 documents to improve water quality but funds salaries for programs and cost to the do the study.  So in all, the cost of the $204,000 produced 4 documents that will provide water quality throughout the watersheds in Ashtabula and Vermilion.  
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Commissioner Blair said there was a letter to the editor in the Morning Journal this morning from State Representative Dennis Murray commenting on this scenic river study and made some suggestions and Commissioner Kalo precluded to some of them, and one of them specifically being to give everyone involved time to carefully consider the new proposal, which he is hoping there will be and obtain answers to remaining questions and clearly communicates that no action that no action should be taken in 2010.  There were some copies of this letter put in the back of the room.  She would put this comment on the table for discussion from the board and also noticed that, she asked if Dan Martin was in the audience he did indicate he would be here, but did not see him and would like to give him the opportunity to speak.  Commissioner Blair noted that State Representative Terry Boose and asked if he had any comments
State Representative Terry Boose thanked the board for the opportunity and agree that it would be nice to put this off for 2010 and continue with the hearings that have been scheduled so the people can become educated at the same time and should not stop the process of the hearings and putting it off for 2010 would be probably a good direction to go to at this time and continue to look at it throughout the year.  Commissioner Kalo agreed and asked if he could get him a list of all the questions and concerns that were discussed last week. State Rep Boose said no, he would get that tonight at the meeting and will provide copies to the board. 
Commissioner Kokoski said she is sure that Mr. Gable and Mr. Kwiatkowski are nice guys and there jobs are to do studies and sell the idea of a scenic river but her job, however is to represent the people out here. There is never this many people in the hearing room, trying to pass a tax there was not a lot of people here, so obviously this means a lot to these people and the fact that their land may be infringed upon or taken from them, you guys have a tough sell and she will be convinced when they are convinced.

Commissioner Blair said remembering what George Burns says; “secret of a good sermon is have a good beginning, a good ending and have the two as close as possible together”. Come to the microphone if you want to speak, it is not that we don’t want to hear you but we did hear a lot of comments last week and the reason why we invited these gentlemen was to expand upon what was heard last week because this is a topic of great concern.

Todd Newsome, 4665 West River Road said Mr. Boose said more people need to be educated before this goes ahead.  The people are educated that is why they are here.  The people, the townships, City of Vermilion did not rush into any action by being informed and rescinding their support, they rushed into it by giving their support to begin with and once they became informed they rescind their support.  The scenic rivers does nothing at all to help the landowners or the local residents of the river all it does is it gives them problems, this is why there is a large turnout here today.  The 1,000 ft rules they are speaking of gives people free range to come onto someone’s property among other things.  The scenic river program is underfunded and within the last year or so has been taken off the support of the general fund of Ohio and switched over to the funding of the Division of Watercraft. The scenic river license plates are loosing a massive amount of funds, at one time they were collected as much as $180,000 a year off the sale of these license plates and they are down to under $75,000 a year, they now get funding of the licenses sold for watercraft, 4% of this fee.  Also the Division of Watercraft has instituted a $5 conservation fee for un-motorized boats (kayak and canoes); this is how they are being funded now.  This is not hard to read into them that they are being pressured to designate more of these rivers, watersheds so they can take control areas around these rivers so they can institute, maybe it won’t be private maybe it will be other agencies controlled under ODNR or the state to put in canoe liveries, etc., along the rivers. This is just a money grab and this is a way for them to do it to control it, there program and funding is based on the Division of Watercraft.  Vermilion River is a scenic river if it designated or not and this is thanks to all the landowners and local residents that have taken care of it to this point.  All this does is add red tape and causes issues for everyone in this room and we don’t want or see a need for it.  
Dan Martin, Executive Director – Lorain County Metroparks displayed a map of the proposed scenic river. He thanked the Board for this opportunity and has been the director the last 19 years in this county and park system has been around for the last 52 years.  He would like to speak of a few things that he hopes everyone could agree on this morning and think if we can come to common ground on the things that we agree on he thinks we all might have a better understanding.  He thinks that everyone would agree that the Vermilion River is our finest natural resource in Lorain County and don’t think that is in question. The park district has worked with the local community for the past 52 years just to protect this valley, which was the very first metro park land donated calling it Bacon Woods and are very proud of this. He would like to point out that over 90% of the park land lies in the valley and over the years have acquired this property, protected it and tried to limit most of the land acquisition to the valley and this has created a lot of good neighbors.  Something he thinks is very important is that every Sunday they look at the home listings and will see property all over the county but he takes great pride in the fact that when you see the house listings you will often notice the location and value of these properties, repeatedly you will see located next to Lorain County Metroparks and assume when it is advertised that this is valuable assets and when you look at the last 20 years a lot of folks that have lived there all their lives or people that have moved with the valley have moved there because it is next to the Metroparks and think this is good neighbors.  We know that people want to live next to the park and value these neighbors and he would hope that everyone would agree on that the park has added great value to the community and he would think that the community has added great value to the park.  We value their neighbors that live along the park in Vermilion. He wants to say a few things about ODNR and like to point out that ODNR has been a valuable partner in Lorain County they have helped them with hundreds of projects, way to numerous to mention and will say that ODNR has not handled or not done a very good job with explaining the scenic river program and this is very influential. He also thinks that we need to recognize and agree upon that the Director Logan has pledged to approve this process and answer the questions before us today and certainly encourage ODNR to meet with the community and try to open these communications. He closed his comments with the fact that everyone is here today because we all know the Vermilion River is an incredible place, we all want to protect it from future generations, how best to accomplish this needs more discussion but please keep in mind the importance of the river’s fragile ecosystem, this has to be the foremost in all of our minds, it is the best.  When you talk about the steelhead, mussels that live there, the eagles, it is the finest natural resource in our county and he would like to remind the residents that while they have been great neighbors to the park, the park has been good neighbors to them and this is number one in their minds and our importance and they are very proud of this relationship and they will always see that the park is protected and will continue to be good neighbors.  
Commissioner Kokoski asked if the Metroparks are with ODNR on the designation. Mr. Martin said the designation would be a great marketing tool, no doubt about that but the clarification from ODNR has a lot to be desired and this is why these folks are here today and until these people are satisfied with the answers he would recommend that there be more input and feel good about it but what is important is that we protect the valley.
Commissioner Kokoski received a call from Mr. McQueen and has property along the river and without any notification they just went and rezoned his property into a floodplain and he only found out when he went to pull a building permit, how does this happen?  Elizabeth Romosh had 20 acres taken away from her and her family from ODOT when they put the rest stop in on I90, where does it stop. Mr. Martin said this is a question for the State of Ohio.
Mr. Martin said he will leave this map, it is important as a public record because it does show the affected area in Lorain County.
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Howard Born, Henrietta Township said he begs to differ with Mr. Martin, but in a positive way.  He said Mr. Martin said it was about 90% is river valley in the parklands and he mentioned last week that they own about 6500 acres in the county that no tax is paid on and 90% is 6,000 acres and the Bacon Family did not give 6,000 acres and they were happy to give this land for good reasons it is a beautiful place and Bacon Family never expected the parks to take land from neighbors up the river by eminent domain and there is no excuse for this.  Actions speak louder than words and they have the rights to do what they want, and when a question was asked if they had an association with ODNR, this was a yes or no question, and Mr. Martin must have been confused like ODNR has been and could not get it in his mind of what was being asked.  He stated Mr. Murray speaks of holding off to 2011, well they are on the right track, but running real slow and not going to catch the rabbit, they are not trying to do this and play games and go in circles. Mr. Born said when he does a job he likes to finish, he is there for the people and their constitutional rights and if you did a study in Ashtabula county there is not all happiness, not all smiles and they don’t have a huge Metroparks driving it.  The people in Vermilion have a beautiful town, the river is good and why did it take some one to spend a ¼ million dollars to figure out and analyze this.  Why with other rivers that are natural disasters in the state and has this money to spend, why not work on the bad rivers?  In his opinion when you work on something that does not need a lot, you don’t make a commitment, but if you take something that needs work, it is called work.  He has listed to a lot of people up and down the river to Bailey Lakes and no one likes the idea, New London, Fitchfield, Clarksfield, etc.  The people that are on this river are responsible and pay taxes, houses are not failing down, not in foreclosures, it is not like some other blighted areas in this county.  Go fix the stuff that is broken, don’t fix the stuff that is good and the people that want to talk about 2011, this is a dream world, you need to face the problem, solve it and fix it now.  The Board knows what is right, rescind it now and if they come back to the drawing board and people like it then go ahead and do something, the study was done and bill of goods was sold and the other 14 rivers probably just slid under the rug and we want demands of what is being done with the money.
Shawn Newsome, 3170 Jerusalem Road, Vermilion submitted petitions of 50 signatures and Barb Ramirez submitted petitions with 410 signatures “against the designation of the Vermilion River as a scenic river”.
Mr. Newsome said he has the complete court case “State of Ohio ex rel., Robert Merrill, Trustee, et al. Plaintiffs-Realtors vs. ODR, et al. Defendants-Respondents, counterclaimants and Cross claimants vs. US Attorney general and US Dept of Justice cross claim defendant and US Army Corps of Engineers cross claim defendant, in Lake County, Ohio”.  This case answers the lakefront property owners but the state of Ohio is also claiming in section 18; “Federal law and Ohio law hold that after statehood, the title and rights of riparian (upland that borders a river, stream or other such watercourse) or littoral (upland that borders a ocean, lake or the bay of such body of water) proprietors in the soil below the ordinary high water mark are governed by the laws of the several states, subject to the rights granted to the United States by the constitution.” He stated that ODNR is not only claiming the high water mark out on the lake, but they are including here rivers, streams and watercourse, but we have not heard this out of them, they have not addressed a lot of things.  The dredging issue would directly affect him and in OHEPA rules there is no dredging on a scenic river, the Army Corp of Engineer says the same thing.  He stated when Mr. Kwiatkowski came in December 2007 to the City of Vermilion he did state along with Mr. Bill McCarthy said there is no dredging on a scenic river.  Mr. Newsome said ODNR has their own internal rules and laws and they along with OHEPA & Army Corp of Engineer say no dredging on scenic river but now they are coming back and in the law it says they have no authority over any government entities, they have not answered this question or any others.  They say that they are not interested in historical dredge sites in which both his marina and the others are known for this.  He said none of the meeting has ODNR produced any paperwork such as; Ohio Revised Code, Administrative Code, etc.  He said Ohio scenic river law, Ohio Revised Code 1547.01 is contradictory in nature the definition of scenic river = (35) “Scenic river area” means an area declared a scenic river area by the director under this chapter and includes those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.  So any area the director declares a scenic river that is the definition and under 1547.42 – the division of watercraft can be administered by the chief of the division of watercraft.  The laws have not changed since conception because they just recently within the last year transferred to the Division of Watercraft.  He said it states the Chief may adopt, amend and rescind rules governing the use, visitation, protection and administration of scenic rivers and rules establishing fees and charges for all of the following to conduct a stream impact rules for……proposed construction…………modification, renovation, development property that may impact the watercourse.  The 1,000 foot rule, it says it shall including adjacent lands 1,000 feet in each direction from the normal waterlines of the watercourse as well as lands beyond the 1,000 foot width where such lands are necessary to preserve water conservation, scenic, fish, wildlife, historic or outdoor recreation values, this does not stop at 1,000 feet.  When talking about eminent domain, there are situations when talking about acquiring land and each council not sure who is on it, like township trustees, etc.  under section 1547.84 Each council shall advise the chief on the acquisition of land and easements and on the lands and waters that should be included in a wild, scenic, or recreational river area or a proposed wild, scenic, or recreational river area, facilities therein, and other aspects of establishment and administration of the area that may affect the local interest.  Under section 1547.83 each council shall advise the chief on the acquisition of land and easements and on the lands and waters that should be included.  He does not believe ODNR acquires new property for highways. Mr. Newsome said Mr. Gable spoke and said everyone needs to have an informed decisions; Mr. Newsome can not believe he said this because why would ODNR adopt on March 8, 2010 under the administrative codes; “the public shall receive a minimum 30 day, maximum 60 day notice on any public hearing or information meeting, the very next week they violated their own law and gave the people a 5 day notice for the meeting at Mill Hollow. At this meeting it was to be an information meeting on the study and designation, where was the study-not available on line or at meeting, what are they hiding, they are not being transparent, people are against this and ODNR broke their own rules.  He said there was a lady that left 160 acres 1 mile north of Wakeman, it is a dump, and guess who owns it; ODNR and they will not clean it up.  How did the other scenic rivers get designated, short notice, no information at meetings, designation ceremony, etc.  Contrary to what ODNR is saying they do not want an informed decision, the people are more informed here today on scenic river designations.  City of Vermilion has many tourist and they are aware of the lakefront battle with ODNR, which uses taxpayer money to fight taxpayers. Mr. Newsome would hope the board rescind these resolution today and listen the voice of the people, there is no support of the people, the community as a large are against it and would hope the board rescinds support based upon no questions have been answered and people are against it and wants to see everything in black and white.  

Angee Mayhew, 9061 Peasley Road, Brownhelm Township said when she looked for a home; she did a lot of research and found this little community named “Brownhelm”.  She was drawn to this community, not because of Metroparks, but because of the history, the people that established this township walked from Massachusetts and worked this land with their hands and made it their own.  Now, there is a group of people that want to come in and take 1,000 feet each side of the river for other people, this is wrong, this is America.  This is a wrong thing to do, ancestry after ancestry these people have taken care of this property and she has been there only 1 year but love this community because of the people that are here.  We are talking about trying to save this river, we are actually trying to save a community, community that truly are solid earth type people, people that work and hold onto things. The biggest thing about this city to her was the citizens themselves and we as citizens think about being the home of the free, or is we home of the bully; there are some people that are trying to bully this community into allowing them to have the river. If this is a scenic river that is suppose to be protected, if we allow and invited thousands of people to come walk and tramp and be part of this river, they are not protecting it.  The best thing that can be done as a community is to stop what is trying to happen here, don’t let it happen at all and they will continue to protect that river and make Lorain County proud of that river.  It does not have to be shared with the world it is theirs, let them have it and enjoy it.  It was mentioned that it is a rare honor to have this river but she thinks it is a better honor to honor the citizens around the river.  
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Terry Darakis, 5320 Zenobia Road, Clarksfield Township (Huron County) and here representing a lot of people up river that have a great deal of fear what is coming, that can not be here today because they are protecting the river, working to pay taxes.  He hears a lot about preservation, hear a lot about preserving something that is already in pristine shape.  People that live in the country make a lot of sacrifices, they don’t get the same services, they struggle and buy equipment in order to plow the winter snow; they fight the elements to keep everything clean and go above and beyond what most people have to deal with.  This is an insult to us, to tell the resident that is a 1,000 foot corridor, when it is a 2,000 feet, 25 miles, 6,061 acres in this area which doubles the size of the Metroparks.  The residents are scarred and terrified and there are case laws that show they have lost and recently since 2006 they have tried to take property and still working at it.  If you want to protect something, protect your greatest asset, the taxpayers.  He knows that these gentlemen have jobs to do and some are more palpable than others but not everyone is going to be a hero in your job, but this is wrong for a lot of reasons, everyone knows, many battles have been fought and you need to say no.


Larry Horton, 10417 SR60, last most southern landowner affected by this proposal.  He said Mr. Gable mentioned the negative impact of the people, well people acted in such a way because ODNR dropped the ball from the very beginning.  ODNR should have gone to the various courthouses and got addresses for the river land owners and sent them certified letters.  He personally thinks this less about the river itself and more about justifying jobs at ODNR.  This morning, we all pledge allegiance to the United States of America and always thought USA was a land of opportunity, he has always been a model citizens working long and hard to purchase a piece of property along the river and do not want some governmental agency to step in and take a part of this property to administer it, basically for no reason at all.  River landowners purchase property for scenic beauty and protect it themselves for this reason and this is why it is in a pristine condition as it is today.  As everyone can see in the news, government is very unpopular throughout the world and seems like it is getting more unpopular everyday by its own citizens and this proposed land acquisition is another example of this. He thanked the board for their attention and asked them today to recommend that they cease and deceased this proposal.  

J.T. “Tom” Lendrum,, 4006 Hilltop Drive, Huron, PE and former member of the Ohio House and admits he knows little about the scenic river program but the situation bring to mind the year 2000, while he was in the house a very long and expensive experience which is just now going to the supreme court, after 9 years and over $300,000 in expenses. At that time, ODNR only claimed lake property below high water mark based on a forward claim and violation of the constitution; common law and common sense. The people mostly from Avon Lake and Avon believed they were right and he agreed to enter a house bill that passed easily but did not have time to clear the senate.   He was redistricted out, but Tim Grendell and a bunch of fine people got the bill through and ODNR and other environmental groups in the state continued to fight and hope a decision by the court will be made within the next couple of days giving the property rights back to the people.  This took a lot of private money, over $300,000 to defend the property rights of the individuals along the lake and we will run into the same situation here.  ODNR taking over deeded land for public use without compensation, as he understands 2000 feet by 25 miles over 6400 acres would go under ODNR’s control and he assures that there will be walking paths along the shoreline, ramps with parking areas, picnic areas with grills, tables, restrooms facilities, dog runs, beer cans and trash.  If this project does go through you should have a very clear understanding with ODNR in writing that all property that they want to use for this project will be purchased from the present deeded owners, no consecration of private land and maintenance facilities need to be provided by ODNR, they are good at this but definitely have this in writhing that anything that is put on this property should be defined by ODNR that this is their responsibility and should take care of it.  He will not belabor the point, but wants to point out that if this thing does go through it is going to end up in a lawsuit and someone is going to pay lots of hundreds of thousands of dollars to defend their position. ODNR has the power of state government, they can use all of the state tax money, which is the people tax money but the people will have to use their own money and asked that you please give careful consideration and if you decide to go ahead with this program please have in writing what and will ODNR will do and who will be affected by it.  

Don Clark, 5 South Main Street, Suite 217, Oberlin said landowners have protected this for generation after generation.  This will be government regulation under ODNR and this is not right, the people are the stewards of the land they will provide and protect.  He provided the “Living in the Vermilion River Watershed”, published in 2008 and was a collaborative project between Western reserve Land Conservancy, Firelands Chapter and Oberlin College with funding provided by grant from Ohio Environment Education Fund, OHEPA, Oberlin College Offices; Department of Biology, Environmental Studies Program, Office of the Dean of Arts and Science and Office of the President.  Other organizations that  cooperated were; Audubon Ohio, Lorain County Metroparks, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Black River Audubon, Lorain Soil & Water Conservation District, OHEAP, Brownhelm, Historical Association, Firelands Audubon Society, OSU Extension Watershed Management, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Friends of the Vermilion River Watershed, The Farmland Center, Coastal Training Program Ohio, Friends of Wetlands, Erie Soil & Water Conservation District, Huron Soil & Water Conservation District and Village of Savannah.  He would suggest you put a no on the resolution because it hurts the property rights of landowners and curtail public access.

Bob Emery, 14302 West Road, Wakeman (west side of river, north of county line).  He wrote a letter to the Director of ODNR on April 26, 2010; “this letter is in response to your notice of intent to declare portions of the Vermilion River and adjacent private property as a scenic river area.  He has a regular legal notice and had attended the meeting at Mill Hollow reservation and is adamantly opposed to this proposed convocation of his private property rights and will actively support and participate in any of the several organized groups seeking legal judgment to enjoin or prohibit the implementation of this proposal.  This notice as worded declares this proposal is being made “in accordance with the provision of section 1547.81 of the Ohio Revised Code, commonly known as the Ohio Scenic River law”. The vagaries contained in this document amount to a blank check abandonment of the personal property rights of the person whose industry and investments over the years have preserved and maintained the river environment making it the attractive target that it presently is by intrusion of those that do not have any involvement in this preservation but now seek to exploit and ravage it.  We are lead to presume that some democracy will now take the responsibility for ensuring that those now “entitled” to trespass upon their land and leave it as they found it and carry away with them any and all of their trash with them. These will be the same “entitled persons” who now clutter up our roadsides with plastic bags, beer, cola cans, candy wrappers, etc.   You are invited to join us in one week, as we pick up and properly dispose of this coricophia of trash that is dumped along our front yards and now these same maggots are to be allowed to crawl over our much more out of sight back road, forbid it all, my god.  Over the years we have allowed upon request to provide troops of boy scouts to embark and make camp upon the property with a clear understanding that they would carry out what they brought in and nothing else, subject to their inspection when they were ready to leave. There has never been any problem with this.  Please do not try to fix something that ain’t broke.  Who will be there to police this visitation now, the same enforcement people that now presently protect the cleanliness of our road frontage, dear god protect us from our protectors.  Who will police trespassers on private property not included in this blunder, they have had snowmobilers that cross the river somewhere and come roaring up our private land across our planted fields in the middle of the night without permission, and this is the public whose rights your proposal is secured. By the way his property is 88 acres on the west side of the river and has been actively farmed. Who will be liable for any personal injury that occurs on this ceased property? Who will pay the taxes on the deeded portion of this that is no longer theirs? How far does “as well as lands beyond the 1,000 width” extend and what subterfuge would be revoked to declare such lands necessary to preserve water conservation, scenic fish, wildlife, historic or outdoor recreation values.  Is the department of Natural Resources prepared to purchase his entire property for the price that has been set by Erie County Treasurer Office Tax Appraisal?  In 1943, he joined the United States Army, 506th parachute infantry regiment, 101st airborne division. He picked up a riffle and parachute and went into Europe to protect our country from a Nazi threat and came in home in 1946 with a purple heart with oak leaf cluster, a Silver Star medal, a good many scares and a lifetime of physical problems.  Now, having spent that lifetime raising and providing for a family, having served in several public offices and including Florence Township Trustee, Erie County, having invested 38 years and our entire financial resources in improving this property and paying taxes to maintain this community and state, we are 
Journal entry cont. (Vermilion River)








May 5, 2010

told that we are to give and plunder as much as it shall be necessary, etc.  He has no delusions as to how much if any this letter will be read and even less about the impact this will have upon the lying belligerent bureaus of bureaucracy, but beware that he will commit his last dime to any effort, legal or otherwise to block the adoption of this robysis and misguided probability. He noted that he had no response of any sort from ODNR and would also like to observe in the 28 years he has owned this property he has had no communication of any kind as affected property owners from ODNR and have learned everything they have learned about what is going on by word of the neighbors and by the several groups that have organized to organize opposition”.  
Mr. Emery also wrote to Thomas J. Paul, Erie County Auditor; “you are no doubt aware of the current proposal by Shawn Logan, Director of ODNR to designate portion of the Vermilion River and adjoining property, private property as a scenic river area.  The proposal as made public will impact land owned by his wife and him in Florence Township, Erie County since 1972.  Enclosed is a copy of the letter in which he sent to Mr. Logan enclosing his proposal and several questions remitting to changes that this proposal would have on the ownership conditions are better addressed by your office than by Logan’s. Please let me have your comments. What will be the impact upon the assessed taxable valuation of this proposal. If the proposal has had a further depressing impact upon market evaluations of his property, in a party that recently expressed interest in purchasing the property has indicated they would not be interested in pursuing the offer if this proposal was passed.  It is impossible to predict what a faith passage this proposal might have on market value of plunder properties, however common sense and historical precedence make it easy to guess.  Will your appraisal for tax purposes reflect this market appraisal.  As the records will show this property has been used actively and exclusively for agriculture for purposes by him and more recently by Johansson Farms, Inc. He was told there would be no interest in cropping land was given public access. A large portion of funds that go for payment of the propriety taxes would be lost if this land is kept idle.  He realizes much if not most of any political motivated scheme does not take into account or consideration the realities or even the truth of it representations but taxes are real and he would appreciate his candid appraisal of potential impact on their tax obligation should this proposal will be jammed down their throat. Thank you for your consideration”.  Mr. Emery said to Auditor Paulus’ credit he responded in 4 days. “He is most defiantly aware of ODNR and the consideration to designate the Vermilion River as a scenic river. The Sandusky Register and Vermilion paper both ran articles about the situation and have read both accounts.  At this time he will tell him that the State of Ohio is a “market state” and therefore the Ohio Department of Taxation instructs him to appraisal and value property based upon what the market dictates and what the highest and best usage of the property.  In other words, what property is being sold for will be determined the value that it is assessed for taxes along best use of the property.  He can not deal with speculation and can only do what the Ohio Revised Code instructs him do to. He will let him know that the deed to his property indicates what and where the property that you own is located within Erie County and in this Auditor’s Office the deed rules and they make no changes to his property in relation to the facts unless the deed is changed.  If the designation of a scenic river is applied to the Vermilion River then they would look at the decision then and determine what course of action would be taken and determine the market value. In any case, you could always file a Board of Revision complaint to determine value and once the value is established, present your case and what you feel the market value should be.  If you have any further questions, etc”. Mr. Emery said these are factual statements of what would happen to your property taxes as long as your name is still on the deed of record.  
Milton Sailor, 12405 West Road, Wakeman and owner on west side of river and this is not just a Lorain County issues, but Erie and Huron County and possibly beyond.  He knew about this on March 22 and there was no notification and went to Vermilion meeting and the how of hands of non support was 2/3 to 1/3 and the group keeps growing. In vermilion court house, there was a saying “never doubt a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world, in deed it is the only thing that has”. He would urge the Board to go on record not supporting this designation.  

Hector Ramirez, 424 Overlook Road, Vermilion and has no land along the vermilion river watershed, nor does his wife Barbara.  He is here as a resident of Vermilion, in regards to the neighbors that do own land along the watershed.  He said the Board is privilege servants of the people and the people in Vermilion and watershed owners have done a grant deal to keep this river cleaned and will continue because they treasure the river.  Not sure if ODNR has the same idealistic points but at what cost to the landowners, private rights of the landowners.  The citizens of this state as well as visitors of other states can use this body of water, whether it is being considered or designated as a scenic river no not.  The laws that are in the ORC restrict and oppose the use of the Vermilion River regardless of what the board or ODNR officials say now. What are your rules, do you obey your rules, or do political subdivisions obey the rules and what rules do you follow on the brink of the landowners.  In ORC 1547.81, it really says that you have the abilities to later on to choose to take the real property to acquire it in any state, right or interest, etc.  The laws continue to change always in order to suit your needs, not the needs of the landowners. ODNR and the State of Ohio will make other attempts in the future to claim this river, there is no communication breakdown, what has been done is wrong, this process will be done at the expense at a loss to the private property landowners rights, not your so called responsibilities, privileges, etc.  The elected officials have a responsibility to rely on the people this being the right justifiable thing to do.  Mr. Ramirez said rescind the entire study, the resolution. If you leave a thorn in your finger, the wound will eventually become affected – it itches, becomes red and sore, what do you do to stop it – you pull it out, Stop the process now.  The landowners will haunt you later and landowners will continue the battle because the State will never stop, nor ODNR. This is not to be considered as the public trust document, private property is still only private property by the present owners of those acres.  As a special note, he thanked Dennis Murray for his comments, but not desired.  Are you really committed to helping the neighbors of the watershed landowners; they have spoken against this scenic river designation process. Suspend for one year, two, three, how long, no stop the process now. We say again, not now, not ever.
Orrin Leimbach, 8888 Bank Street, Brownhelm Township he pointed to the map supplied by the Metroparks pointed out his family farm.  He said these are the thoughts of a farmer and farm wife that have lived on the property since 1950, his dad was the 4th generation, he is the 5th generation and have some daughters that can not sleep that are the 6th generation.  This is hard because it feels like a family has died, family member.  “If you are very lucky some of what you hear on an October afternoon in midst of warmth is roaring, raging, rolling current that is a harvest saying, lets go to the woods, you will think of the 300 things you are going to do that is left of this day and say splendid idea.  A covered crop of rye, bless us a vegetable farm with spectacular green in early October.   A line in a favorite poem – Green, Green is a God color, seems to fit, across this God colored field we go, my companions, my dogs and I. Then into a meadow gone to weeds, it is a smoky haze of a weed that only a farmers wife can appreciate in a mood of abandon, he reaches down and spread his hand over the whisper of it. Woods companions must be chosen with care it is expected that when you pause and look up and wonder at long filtering long light with feathering pine needles that will not stumble over you.  But join you in awe that no one will spoil the miracle of speaking of it; they should know intuitively that you would revere the section of woods and share it with them because they are special.  You share a leaf of sassafras, pulled off and crumbled and held to the nose for its smell of lemon, the smell invokes the chill of March, the digging of root and the boiling of pink tea in warm farm kitchens, it plants the temptation to return in two weeks when this will be a burning bush.  Stepping over small obstacles, we make our way through underbrush to the river block, to a plank that falls away gradually to the water. Far below the river is a classic creek with no more emotion than if it was a canvas by itself, a yellow leaf that travels its surface is the only indication that it moves at all. The trees on the opposite side of the valley take on the hues of autumn.  Here on the slopey surface where we stand in a memory gift, I will give these friends to carry for this afternoon an old sanctuary carpeted in great green moss with the vibrant rains of fall. Here and what is real, we spread hands of lovingly sought green, one tilts the head to inspect the star shaped moss plants and there is more sitting in posture than in all the liturgy of former religions.  You can spot an acorn and have a clear vision of the great tree whose miraculous beginnings lies here in his palm, a sad awareness that he will not grow blind enough to see this tree grown.  One can not absorb enough of this place and must go away still longing after the loveliness, the descent to the valley, the smooth falling rocks, the shamrocks growing in shale, the hemlock beneath it, the waterfall, the shadows on the hill wall, the shadows on the still water, nothing satisfies this longing, it is into this vacuum in the hours of days ahead that the jury of this day will slowly seek.”  Does this sound like someone who is ready to go out and pollute this river, do we need to protect it when we have souls like this watching it.  He would encourage them to do it today, reject the resolution; don’t think anyone needs to wait a year to see that kind of passion.
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Commissioner Kokoski said we don’t know a lot of people in this room, but there are a lot of people here, how can so many people be wrong. She does know John Hatcher and Nick Gallogly from UAW that signed the petitions and probably would recognize other names and respect Dan Martin and done a great job with the Metroparks and would urge since you said the same thing does not believe ODNR is doing the right thing here.  
Commissioner suggested and recommended a  motion to rescind the entire resolution, not part of it, like we did last week, the entire thing and if ODNR goes back to the drawing board and revises the whole concept and sells it to the people on the river than we can take a look at it in the future. But for right now, she believes we should stop it today and will make a motion to do so.

Commissioner Kalo seconded the motion but will vote no, and asked for discussion. He will attend the meeting tonight and still gathering information, spoke with State Rep Boose who is still gathering questions and will still stand to withhold any support forth curing like the resolution of last week.  He will second the motion so it will not die.

Commissioner Kokoski said it is up to Betty to make the determining factor, Betty you have all the power.

Commissioner Blair said she will not second the motion for a variety of reasons.  She has heard the things that were said today but she also heard some of things that were not said today.  She heard comments from ODNR in attempt what she thought were some of the questions that some people asked last week but you did not hear what they said because you asked the same questions again.  She heard here a significant lack of communication and in Dennis Murrays’ letter to the Editor, and stated “that unfortunately the state did not roll out the program here without tumbling and missteps, which has led too much if not most of the concerns expressed”.  When she spoke with Dan Martin about this, he said pretty much the same thing and the two gentlemen here today said almost the same thing and she thinks there is a lack of communication.  When there is a lack of communication this size everyone needs to talk to each other and hoped that bringing everyone together today was for all parties to get together and talk it over what had happened last week.  Commissioner Kokoski said what parties; Commissioner Blair said ODNR and the public.  Commissioner Kokoski said the public does not have a representative unless they take out of their pockets to pay for legal counsel.  Commissioner Blair said they do not need legal counsel they had about 30 spokespeople that were heard today and last week.  

Clerk stated there was a motion and second on the floor. 


Discussion continued.


Commissioner Blair said there was a reduction of the suggested length of the scenic river and in her humble opinion, the scenic river should consider with the property that belongs to Metroparks, this would fit the public use of the Metroparks, it would fit the purpose.  She said Dan Martin commented that the designation would be a great marketing tool for the Metroparks, he would love to see it designated, it would take some more input and would get that if the public meetings continue and he thought it would protect the valley.  She thinks this would be good compromise.  She said she lives on the banks of the Black River which is nothing like the Vermilion River because it is very dirty, she walks that Black River her family has owned land on the black river over 100 years, so she can tell how you feel and have a comparison to make.  She can remember the Black River Rap for the 20 years she has been a commissioner, have seen improvements in the Black River but she is envious of what the Vermilion River looks like but thinks there is a public purpose here as long as you do not lose your rights so her suggestions is to go back to the drawing board, make the scenic river match Metroparks, make a public purpose for the public, because the public, all the public, not just the landowners have some rights too.  She says all the public not just the landowners have rights in this and everyone objectives could be gained. 
Clerk called the roll; Commissioner Kokoski “aye”; Commissioner Kalo “no” and Commissioner Blair “no”


Motion died.





_____________________(discussion was held on the above)

d.







COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
Mr. James R. Cordes said no money was received from Department of Labor for summer youth but TANF money was in the amount of $1 million, qualifications are different and should be able to acquire around 300 youths.  Also there is no money for soft skill training, like last year the youth worked 32 hours and had 8 hour classroom time.  Mr. Cordes amended his request for executive session to include new hires in Community Development Department.



________________(discussion was held on the above)
e.







ASSISTANT COUNTY PROSECUTOR








RESOLUTION NO. 10-314

In the matter of approving and entering into an MOU)

with Spitzer Management, Elyria for 101 East Broad )
Street for temporary license bureau maneuverability  )

testing





       )

May 5, 2010

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby approve and enter into an MOU with Spitzer Management, Elyria for 101 East Broad Street for temporary license bureau maneuverability testing.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, this testing site is due to the construction at the train depot and will be at no cost to the county for up to 60 days.


Motion by Kalo, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: All


Motion carried.





________________

f.







COMMISSIONERS REPORT


Commissioner Kokoski wished everyone a Happy Cinco De Mayo Day and wished for County Recorder Judy Nedwick to get well, she recently had a heart attack.  
Commissioner Kokoski said on April 15, everyone sends in their tad returns, well at least she hope you do. What you may not know is that something else occurred that day that seems to have flown under the radar screen. Barbara Crabb who serves as The United States District Court Judge for the Western District to Wisconsin ruled that the National Day of Prayer is unconstitutional. She stated that it violates the establishment clause. She ruled that the statute serves no secular purpose. Commissioner Kokoski found that a group called the “Freedom of Region Foundation” filed a lawsuit against both the Bush and Obama administration from making an annual proclamation, which is customary of the event.  The National Day of Prayer has been held on the first Thursday in May and has been in practice since 1952. This tradition dates back to 1775 but with the stroke of a pen she has just wiped out a 58-year observance of our freedom to gather and pray. This is an attack on our religious freedom. She thought the separation of church and state was designed so as not to form a national religion like Great Britain, it also prevents the United States government from financially supporting it. The National Day of Prayer is non0denominational. It calls for all religions to come together for one day to pray for the health of our County. The government does not finance this event. The last time she checked it still doesn’t cost money to pray. This country was founded on biblical values. She is tired of these groups who quite rankly, she feels, do not stand for what the majority of the people in this country believe in. They keep getting their way because they are loud and have the money to file these lawsuits and pay these attorneys to fight their cause. She is tired of hearing that these groups want to take “In God We Trust” off of our currency.  She is tired of them saying that we need to take the word “God” out of our pledge of allegiance. She is tired of them saying that we can’t have a moment of silence before baseball game. She is tired of them wanting to take down all the crosses at Arlington Cemetery for our serve men and 
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some who lost their life in combat for this great county. So far we Americans haven’t lost these battles. She fears it is only a matter of time if we let this decision stand. The Judges order does not block any prayer until after appeals in the case are exhausted. But what happens then?  It concerns her that these same groups of people were offended by having the Ten Commandments posted in the schools. They won that battle. Has the school system or the kids done better or worse since that time? Come on Americans, we can no longer sit back and let the minority of people speak for the majority on these issues. This is not just a religious issue this is a slap in the face to very American citizen. Judge Crabb’s decision can only affect you if you let it. She urges each and every person to pray tomorrow for this great country, for this state, for this county, for your city, village or township for your neighborhood and for your family. Pray that this decision will be overturned in the Chicago based seventh circuit court of appeals.  Each and every person whether you are religious or not should call the white house and let your voice be heard. The number to leave comments is 202-456-1111. You can call them Monday through Friday from 9:00 to 5:00

Commissioner Kalo thanked all the residents for attending today’s meeting, which seems not to be a popular decision but respectable.  He congratulated Mental Health on the passage of their levy and all other participations in the election and good luck in November


Commissioner Blair thanked all the voters for their choices.______________________(discussion was held on the above)

g.







CLERK’S REPORT


Theresa L. Upton had no issues for this day.

____________________
h.







BOARD CORRESPONDENCE



Motion by Blair seconded by Kalo to approve the Board Correspondence and waive the reading of the same.  Ayes: All
Motion carried.

#1.
Case Western Reserve University, Weatherhead School of Management – Leadership Drive begins July 27, 2010 and applications should apply by June 20. http://weaatheheadl.case.edu/executive-education
#2.
Publications: “The Center of Health Affairs snapshot”; “County News”; ‘L.R. Kimball Benchers’ Spring 2010”; “BGSU family and demographic research”; “Greater Ohio Policy Center Update”; “CIDS #16”; “CCAO Statehouse reports”; “Ohio Geology”; “Public records press”; “Neighborhood House spring newsletter”; “

#3.
May 20 from noon – 1:30 pm, Doubletree Hotel Columbus/Worthington ‘ Common Sense Sentence Reform and Intersection between science and legislation roundtable”. RSVP 614-252-8417 x 15

#4.
Developmental Disabilities agenda for April 30, 2010 at 1091 Infirmary Rd., Elyria

#5.
Rosie’s Girls, presented in conjunction with Hard Hatted Women. Program for girls ages 11-13 entering 6th – 8th grade in fall of 2010.  June 21-July 9 at LCCC, more info call 366-4005 or jfeher@lorainccc.edu
#6.
Grand Jury Report – Judge Rothgery

#7.
Lorain County photo submission winners were published in the Pulse – Fall 2009

· Mark Teleha, Lorain won grand prize for “Lorain Lighthouse at the East Branch” and 1st prize nature for “Cascade parks Falls”

· Robert L. Algarin, Lorain won 1st prize landscapes for “Sunset at the water at Lakeview Park”

· Rebecca Zaranko, Amherst won 1st prize people for “Children examining wildlife in Beaver Creek” and 1st prize animals for Red fox at Beaver Creek”

#8.
Alcohol & Drug Addiction Board will meet May 5 at 5:30 pm (program); May 11 at 5 pm (committee); May 19 at 5:30 (board ) and executive to follow

#9.
Commissioner Blair executed the following for Domestic Relations on April 26, 2010

· Financial report form for 2009-JB-011-A052 - Initial

· Financial report form for 2008-JB-011-A052 – Merit Project II

· Financial report form for 2007-JB-015-B080- Initial

#10.
Lorain County Engineer issued highway use permit #10-009 to Verizon North, Inc. Marian to replace three poles on north side of Kipton Nickel Plate Rd starting at West Rd and go eat 294’+-, poles are to b w/in 3 of the north right of way line, Pittsfield Township

#11.
Sheriff in compliance with ORC 301.27 estimates May gas credit card will be $600 

#12.
Minutes of September 24, 2009 Economic & Industrial Development Corporation and annual report

#13.
Commissioners sent a letter of support to Brownhelm Association on their quest to obtain grant dollars for rehabilitation of Historical School

#14.
Commissioner Blair executed request of repayment and status of fund report for LCCDD 34-6001704 on April 26, 2010

#15.
CCAO deferred compensation issues relating to newly hired county employees (cc:payroll)

#16.
Ohio Department of Development 

· Ohio NSP award recipients deadline is June 30  (cc: LCCDD)

· Grant G-08-043-1 is due April 4 (cc: LCCA)

#17.
Judge Ewers appointed Joseph Falbo to Lorain Medina CBCF Governance Board

#18.
2010 Adventure & Visitor Info guild

#19.
11th annual NOACA Summit & 44th annual NARC conference & exhibition. June 15-17, Cleveland. RSVP at www.noaca.org/10summit.html
#20.
Commissioner Kokoski executed the following Ohio Department of Development grant amendments to reflect permanent modification (cc: LCCDD)

· Assigned organization # is 1BQ replacing 043 modifying B-C-08-043-2 to B-C-08-1BQ-2

· Assigned organization # is 1BQ replacing 043 modifying B-C-08-043-1 to B-C-08-1BQ-1

· Assigned organization # is 1BQ replacing 043 modifying G-08-043-1 to S-G-08-1BQ-1 (cc: LCCA)

Board correspondence cont.










May 5, 2010
#21.
Alliance project has been selected as one of the finalist to be voted on by the citizens of Northeast Ohio through the month of May at EfficientGovNow.  This project with assistance of PSI at LCCC is title; Implement Countywide Collaborative Storm water management agency supported by County Commissioners, County Engineer, local jurisdictions and citizens. This collaborative storm water management agency would serve 110,739 households and 302,758 persons, based on figures from 2008. Amount of award requested is $90,000 with total project slated at $180,000. Please vote from May 1-31 at http:/www.efficientgovnow.org/Vote?

#22.
Mark Chesler, Oberlin by email requested the minutes of April 7, 2010 under #9 correspondences which read; #9.  Mark Chesler, Oberlin stating sustainable community associates stands in manifest breach of terms of section 4 of second amendment to October 30, 2007, development agreement with City of Oberlin requiring “complaints with all OHEPA requirements at 49 E. College St. 

READ AS FOLLOWS: “Referencing the September 23, 2009, Ohio EPA Notice of Violation issued to Sustainable Community Associates by the Ohio EPA Division of Hazardous Waste Management and the July 24, 2009, Ohio EPA Notice of Violation issued to Sustainable Community Associates by the Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water, the detailed March 25, 2010, Tax Incentive Review Council testimony of Mark Chesler states, “Sustainable Community Associates stands in manifest breach of the terms of Section 4 of the Second Amendment to the October 30, 2007, Development Agreement between the City of Oberlin and Sustainable Community Associates requiring 'compliance with all Ohio Environmental Protection Agency requirements.'”
#23.
May 14 – NE Ohio Commissioners Association Meeting, Geneva. RSVP to LLhawkins@ashtabulacounty.us or 440-576-3754

#24.
The Buckeye Institute for Public Policy Solutions http://www.buckeyeintstitute.org
#25.
PUCO –CSX  alleged failure to maintaining grade crossing surface (Indian Hollow Rd) The files are being closed in view of the inspectors’ findings and recommendations of poor condition and county who represents local highway authority, to take action under ORC 4955.20 & 22 (cc: Eng/Pros)


______________________

i.







PUBLIC COMMENT 






(Please limit your comments to three minutes)

Nancy Funni, Administrator – Soil & Water submitted the quarterly report on the 2010 NPDES Phase 2. She is learning everyday and thanked OHEPA. There were 7 lot splits, 3 violations, 8 subdivisions ad 1 school.  Commissioner Kalo said there was a major company that was fined and is there any money to be used in the incorporated areas.  Ms. Funni was not aware of this but would look into it and get back.

Linda Taylor, Vermilion, 1281 Vermilion Road, owner of Riverview Mariana said the river is clean and maybe ONDR should help the people clean up the Black River.  She said the river needs to be dredged and ice broken or flooding would occur and suggested that maybe some type of flood gate could be installed up river by Route 2 to regulate the river to prevent some of the fast moving water.  She also said she is listening but is concerned.

Commissioner Kao said there are still 4 public meetings and he would like to hear all comments.








_____________________(discussion was held on the above)









JOURNAL ENTRY





Commissioner Blair moved, seconded by Kalo at 12:10 a.m. to go into an Executive Session to discuss ongoing labor issues and personnel/new hire in Community Development.  Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.

Motion carried.

The Commissioners took at break until 12:24 p.m. and then went into executive session to discuss the following:
Personnel                                                        

            Teletech assistance                                   12:24    to         12:31

            Potential New Hires                                   12:31    to         12:48

            Collection Center Door Bid                        12:48    to         1:09

 

Commissioners reconvened and the following resolution was adopted:








RESOLUTION NO. 10-315
In the matter of authorizing various personnel actions as   )

indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the  )
May 5, 2010

jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners)


BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lorain County Board of Commissioners that we hereby authorize various personnel actions as indicated on the summary sheet for employees within the jurisdiction of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners.

Commissioners;
Pay increases;

1. Melissa Betlejewski, Purchasing Specialist temporary increase of $.84/hour, effective April 1, 2010 with rate of pay at $17.54/hour

New hires;

2. Patrick Joseph Metzger, Economic Development Coordinator, effective date to be determined at a rate of $26.68/hour

Golden Acres;

New hires;

1. Deborah Wolford, RN, effective May 18, 2010 at rate of $24/hour

Appointments;

Mental Health Board:

1.
Sanford Washington, effective May 5, 2010 – June 30, 2011 filling unexpired term of Daniel Smith
Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adopt Resolution. Ayes: Blair & Kokoski / Absent: Kalo had another commitment

Motion carried.





___________________
JOURNAL ENTRY



May 5, 2010

With no further business before the Board, Motion by Blair, seconded by Kokoski to adjourn at 1:10 p.m., Ayes: Blair & Kokoski / Absent: Kalo had another commitment

Motion carried.

The meeting then adjourned.
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Betty Blair, President
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Ted Kalo, Vice-president
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_____________________________________________)Lorain County








Lori Kokoski , Member


            )Ohio

Attest:________________________________, Clerk
Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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