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June 16, 2010

The second public hearing for Fiscal 2010 CDBG Formula Grant application recommendations was held in the J. Grant Keys 

Administration Building, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio at 9:45 a.m.

The regular board meeting of the County Commissioners was cancelled this day due to a lack of a quorum.  Therefore, Clerk Upton 

opened the hearing which was duly advertised to be held this day.


The following business was transacted




Linda Blanchette and Ashley Scott were present from Lorain County Community Development Department.

Mrs. Blanchette said this public hearing is being conducted on behalf of the Lorain County Board of Commissioners in order to make application for CDBG Fiscal 2010 Formula Grant.   The first public hearing was held on February 17, 2010 where the program and general guidelines for application were explained. Also during that presentation the eligibility requirements and application process were discussed.  During this second public hearing, I will present the basic grant requirements and proposed projects to be submitted in this application for CDBG Formula Fiscal 2010.  

Guidelines for application:

· Lorain County is permitted up to 15% of the allocation to administer the program but not more than 20% if the administrative cost includes a fair housing activity

· The County cannot exceed 15% of its total allocation of Public Service projects unless it requests a waiver from the Ohio Department of Development (which we have received a waiver to spend 20% toward Public Service)

· Lorain County is limited to no more than six (6) County activities in one given year.  The acquired cities are limited to no more than three (3) activities each

· The three (3) national objectives that proposed activities must meet are: 

1.  Benefiting low- and –moderate- (LMI) income persons

2.  Addressing slum or blighted areas

3.  Meeting a particular urgent community development need

· There are specific activities that we are encouraged to fund i.e. Homeless Shelters and Meals on Wheels programs 

· The cities of Lorain and Elyria are entitlement communities (have populations of over 50,000 people) and therefore operate their own programs and receive their own funding.  (Lorain County is a non-entitlement community because there are less than 200,000 people in the County) 

· Lorain County is required to administer the programs for its acquired cities. An acquired city is defined as having an LMI population of 25 percent or greater. Lorain County’s acquired cities are Amherst and Sheffield Lake.  The Cities of Avon, Avon Lake, and Oberlin are not considered acquired cities due to their small percentages of low to moderate income population. They are now competing with the townships and villages for funding

· Acquired cities have the responsibility and authority to: A) identify and select their own projects based on their allocated amounts less 15% which is permitted for county administrative fees. B) each acquired city is limited to no more than three activities

· The County’s fiscal year 2010 allocation is $424,000.  This total includes $39,000 earmarked to the City of Amherst and $35,000 to the City of Sheffield Lake.  The total grant allocation is $53,000 more than was allocated for the CDBG FY09 grant.  

· The City of Amherst has submitted projects for a planning activity and a public rehabilitation project for their $39,000 earmark. 

· The City of Sheffield Lake has submitted projects to benefit from their $35,000 earmark.  I will discuss both of these community’s projects in the discussion of proposed projects.

Process

Notification and applications for the availability of CDBG funds were mailed to the townships, villages and small cities.  The applications submitted were reviewed for eligibility under the CDBG guidelines and for compliance with the National Objectives.  This year, the Lorain County Community Development Department received eight (8) Requests for Funding. 

Today we present the projects for Lorain County’s CDBG fiscal 2010 application.  It is our desire, following the outcome of this public hearing, to submit to the Lorain County Board of Commissioners an application for approval on June 23, 2010.  The application will then be sent to the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Housing and Community Partnerships prior to the June 25, 2010 deadline.

Proposal Submissions

The proposed projects include:

Activity


Location


CDBG  
Total 










Funds

Costs

1. Homeless Shelter 

Countywide


$  30,000
$420,500  

2. Senior Services

Countywide


$  42,000
$184,113


3. Public Rehabilitation

City of Sheffield Lake

$  30,500
$  30,500 

    Public Service

City of Sheffield Lake

$    4,500
$  11,500

4. Sewer Facility Improvements 
Sheffield Township

$110,000
$100,000

    Street Improvements
 
Sheffield Township            
$  68,126
$  73,126

5. Planning


City of Amherst


$  15,000
$  15,000

    Public Rehabilitation       
City of Amherst


$  24,000      
$  24,000


6. Home Repair


Countywide


$  26,274 
$  26,274

    Gen. Administration





$  63,600
$  63,600

    Fair Housing






$  10,000
$  10,000





Application Totals

$424,000
$ 882,871    

Public hearing cont.










June 16, 2010

Activity Explanations:

Activity # 3 

The City of Sheffield Lake is requesting funding for a roof on their Senior Center and funding for their Meals on Wheels program. 

Activity # 4

Sheffield Township is requesting funding for two streets to be surfaced.  They are Texas and Ada.  Also in Sheffield Township, with the collaboration of NSP dollars, we are proposing a sewer line installation on Albany.

Activity #5

The City of Amherst is requesting funding for a planning activity and also ADA improvements to their City Hall.

All of these activities must be completed by December 31, 2010

Mrs. Blanchette asked if there were any public questions or comments at this time.

The only other person in the audience was Patricia Echo, Fiscal Officer-Sheffield Township and she had no comments.

Clerk Upton stated this hearing is closed and the application will be submitted to the Board of Commissioners on June 23, 2010 for recommendation and approval.



_____________________(discussion was held on the above)
Attest:_________________________, Clerk
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