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January 26, 2016

The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building, 
226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:30 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Matt Lundy, President, Commissioner Ted 

Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Lori Kokoski, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk.









JOURNAL ENTRY


Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.


The following business was transacted


__________________

A.







PUBLIC HEARING
GORE ORPHANAGE DITCH, BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP


Commissioner Lundy stated that no one will be sworn in today.  This hearing is to receive the plans from the County Engineer.


Assistant County Prosecutor Innes stated by Ohio Revised Code the Engineer is to submit the plans in a hearing of the Commissioners, board may choose to take testimony and a final hearing is tentatively scheduled for March 1 at 9:30 a.m.


Bill Holtzman, County Engineer Office submitted the plans and maps of Gore Orphanage Ditch project that was based upon the evidence submitted at the last hearing and the surveying of Ms. Murdock’s property.  
The ditch was profiled on left side of Gore Orphanage Road to existing culvert to the rear of the property with a 12” clay tile and the existing building outlined on the map is Murdock’s house.  The ditch will have a 2/1 side slope, being 1 – 1 ½ feet deep and top to top 8-10 feet wide, then the rear gets deeper with grade of 3 feet deep to back of property at a 15-16’ wide.  Commissioner Kalo said for current flow.  

Mr. Holtzman said the tops of the banks were staked and Ms. Murdock had reservations that it was too near to her house and would rather see tile property rather than deep ditch back to this area and would like the 2 hickory nut trees saved.  Mr. Holtzman stated within the budget approved by the Stormwater District for this project, 230 feet of tile can be cleaned; 80 feet by house, 30 feet by tree, 100 feet to rear and the broken tile in the farmers field. This would leave 200 feet between the tree and back of property that Ms. Murdock would like to close but there is no money in the budget for this.


County Administrator Cordes asked if this was the natural depth. Mr. Holtzman said at one point the ditch did have tile. Mr. Cordes asked if it was silted up. Mr. Holtzman said in the 1900s the Commissioners were petitioned to widen and deepen the ditch but over time it has silted up.  Mr. Holtzman has concern that some tile beyond is not working and overtime the farmers have repaired holes.  Mr. Cordes said this would be the famer’s responsibility.  Commissioner Kalo asked if the farmers were notified. Mr. Holtzman said yes, farmers are aware.


Mr. Russ Sword, 167 Park Avenue, New London said his wife and sister own the farm and went through this process before. There is no outlet for the water, the catch basin put in by Soil & Water across the tracks to Gore Orphanage and beyond, the ditch is being used as retention then send through farmer tile. He said 2 years ago a 15” tile was installed to the railroad tracks, 1500 feet across and then to a 34-36” culvert to 15” tile under to outlet and catch basin which is 1” higher.  Commissioner Kalo said north of railroad.  Mr. Sword said north of railroad at catch basin there is s dam which holds water. This outlet needs repaired at the culvert north of railroad and he met with Engineer yesterday and they walked the project and he agreed.  Mr. Holtzman said he never walked the ditch, Mr. Sword said George and this was discussed at the many viewing and hearings prior to this.
Peter Zwick, Engineers office said he did look at the project yesterday and the catch basin rim needs lowered and the outlet on the north side is a ½ mile east of Ms. Murdock and will get with Soil & Water.


Commissioner Lundy asked why we are just learning about this now. Mr. Holtzman said the more review of a project, more facts arise

Mr. Zwick said road side drainage on north under culvert to Gore Orphanage. Mr. Holtzman said the farmer’s tile flooded and in 1904 the ditch was petition. Mr. Zwick said 100 years ago and about 50 years ago the title was cleaned.  Mr. Cordes said natural water course. Mr. Holtzman said the natural watercourse is not changing.  Commissioner Kalo asked when it was cleaned last. Mr. Zwick said over 50 years ago at least.


Mr. Sword said a tile through a ditch to the farm is not going to fix the problem it is going to create additional problems to Peck Wadsworth another study needs done, with a similar tile through the fields to railroad track.

Mr. Holtzman said his recommendation is based upon the petition that was submitted and evidence heard at last hearing.

Commissioner Kalo said by fixing something could cause other problems

Mr. Cordes asked how many feet from farmland to railroad. Mr. Zwick said 2500 feet and beyond.  Mr. Cordes said that project would take some funds and time and these residents need relief now.

Commissioner Kokoski said there is standing water. Mr. Holtzman said yes except Gore Orphanage with silt.
Commissioner Lundy asked about the conversation with Soil & Water. Mr. Holtzman said it will happen. Mr. Zwick said an easy fix is north of railroad.  The catch basin north of tracks is soil piled.  Mr. Holtzman said there was a 12” low tile and the flow is higher and the famers fill it in to make it easier for them to farm.


Sandra Sword said these houses were built on a swamp so of course you are going to get flooding and everyone wants the water off but don’t put it on the farmers.


Mr. Sword spoke with Soil & Water several years ago and was promised this would be taken care of, but it was not.  Commissioner Kalo said Soil & Water no longer has the funding to do the ditch projects; it goes through our Stormwater Management District.
Mr. Sword said newspapers report that our taxes are low, he just received his tax bill and said he has a 37% increase in taxes paying about $40.75/acre, it use to be around $29/acre.  Commissioner Kokoski said there were levies supported by taxpayers; this is why there was an increase on his tax bill. Mr. Sword said his taxes have increased, the runoff water is on his land which he is unable to farm 2-3 acres, and does he get a reduction in taxes.

Mrs. Sword stated they are also paying a maintenance fee.  Mr. Cordes said the Board suspended collection on all maintenance fees.

Mr. Cordes asked if we are draining a swamp land.  Mr. Holtzman said this property has always drained, the soil type is what makes up for wetness, and we are not draining a swamp land.

Jackie Miller, 14359 Cowely Road, Columbia Station said the water goes south to SR18.  Mr. Holtzman said the water flows north, Gore Orphanage east to railroad and Peck Wadsworth.

Dale Greathouse, 21390 Gore Orphanage, Wellington said in 1954 there was one farmhouse north of where is house is today.  The ditch tile water flowed but the tile has been eroded and understands Mr. Sword’s concern, we need to resolve and move the water.
Mr. Cordes said the county has been working on retention/detention because the ditches are not naturally widening with the water and the detention/retention actually controls the flow of water due to the all the urbanized coming in.
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Betty Wittenmyer, 21571 Gore Orphanage Road said for years these ditches have retained water and the road is being destroyed, the natural flow is through the woods and the problem needs fixed at the railroad tracks in order to alleviate the water.  Mr. Holtzman said in a normal condition the water will flow but if a heavy storm it will backup and that is why the ditch is overcut.  Ms. Wittenmyer is not worried about a heavy storm; it is the 365 days/year that the water does not move. 

Jackie Murdock, 21333 Gore Orphanage Road said the water will return due to a block in the ditch of railroad ties at 21390 Gore Orphanage Road which tried to stop water but it just comes around.  Mr. Cordes said they will look at blockage.  Mr. Holtzman said if there are railroad ties this project will still need to be done for the flow of the ditch water to drain.  

Ms. Wittenmyer said there are 2 culverts and the culverts are higher than the ditch

Ms. Murdock said you are speaking back to the original plans from 1900’s. Mr. Holtzman said this was just a reference because some asked when the project was last done. She said this affects her and the natural flow.


Mr. Harold …., 32421 Apple Avenue, Cleveland is this going to cause a bigger problem. When Hurricane Katrina came, the property north of SR18 past Peck Wadsworth there were flooding issues but their ditch was flowing.  He said with the new business and Linden’s Propane these places have caused issues with more drainage.  Mr. Cordes said new construction has to have a stormwater management plan on file as to what will be done and not direct elsewhere with existing areas. Mr. Harold …. said main concern at end of project, no huge retention pond.
Ms. Murdock said the water backups from north and to push the water south will give her even more water.  Commissioner Kalo said that is his concern but if you clean up by catch basin.  Commissioner Kokoski asked who owns, is it railroad.  Mr. Zwick said not sure, either railroad or farmer right of way.


Mr. Sword presented the Board with documentation on his recommendation.

Mr. Holtzman said that throughout this process Ms. Murdock has been very cooperative with all recommendations
Commissioner Kalo said maybe reroute to west side and check culvert block with railroad ties and clean rural catch basin.

Ms. Murdock said she does not want retention of water.

Mr. Holtzman said he will get with Soil & Water.

Commissioner Lundy asked Township Trustees if they had anything.

Mr. Ken Ziegler said this project has started; we need to finish move forward and address all the issues.

Discussion continued and the following resolution was adopted:
RESOLUTION 16-49

ORDER FIXING TIME OF FINAL HEARING ON ENGINEER’S REPORTS, ON ESTIMATED ASSESSMENTS, ON THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AND ON CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION AND DAMAGES

 Revised Code, Secs. 6131.16

	In the Matter of the  SWD

 Gore Orphanage Ditch, Brighton Township

Petitioned for by Dale Greathouse

 And others
	· :

· :

· :

· :

· ::
	Office of the Board of County Commissioners

Lorain County, Ohio

                                            January 26, 2016



The Board of County Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met in (regular / special) session on the 26th  day of January, 2016 at the office of the said Board with the following members present:

Commissioner Matt Lundy, President

Commissioner Ted Kalo, Vice-President

Commissioner Lori Kokoski, Member


Commissioner Lundy moved the adoption of the following Resolution No. 16-49

WHEREAS, This 26th  day of January, 2016, the Clerk of this Board has given notice to said Board of the filing with her/him by the County Engineer of the maps, profiles, schedules, and reports in the above named improvement, in accordance with its order of the 1st  day of December 2015,by Resolution No. 15-782A; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the 1st day of March, 2016, at 9:30 o’clock am/pm Be and the same is hereby fixed as the time for the final hearing on said reports and schedules, on estimated assessments, on the proceedings for the improvement, and on claims for compensation or damages, which claims must be filed with the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners on or before said date; and be it further


Resolved, that notice of said hearing be given as required by law.


Commissioner Kalo seconded the resolution and the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Commissioner Matt Lundy
“aye”

Commissioner Ted Kalo
“aye”

Commissioner Lori Kokoski
“aye”


Motion carried.





________________________(discussion was held on the above)
b.







COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR




Mr. James R. Cordes had no issues for this day.

________________
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c.







ASSISTANT COUNTY PROSECUTOR

Gerald A. Innes had no issues for this day.

__________________
d.







COMMISSIONERS REPORT

Commissioners had no issues for this day.

___________________
e.







CLERK’S REPORT

#1.
Today, at 11 am, Investment Advisory

#2.
Wednesday, January 27, 2016 at 9:30 a.m., Commissioners meeting









___________________

f.







PUBLIC COMMENT 










(Please limit your comments to three minutes)


There was no public comment for this day.

_____________________









JOURNAL ENTRY








With no further business before the Board, Motion by Lundy seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 10:30 a.m. a.m. Ayes: All.

Motion carried.

The meeting then adjourned.








_____________________________________________)Commissioners








Matt Lundy, President
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            )







__________________________________________    _)of








Ted Kalo, Vice-president


            )
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_____________________________________________)Lorain County








Lori Kokoski, Member



            )Ohio

Attest:________________________________, Clerk

Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
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