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 AUGUST 1 2017

	The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting, in the J. Grant Keys Administration Building, 

226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 9:40 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioner Lori Kokoski,   President, Commissioner Ted 

Kalo, Vice-President and Commissioner Matt Lundy, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk 

								JOURNAL ENTRY
	Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Kokoski read Proverbs; 20/4-6

The following business was transacted		__________________

A.								Public Hearing

9:30 a.m.	Luther Ditch – Pittsfield Township, continued
	Clerk Upton stated June 20, 2017 was the 1st hearing on the Luther Ditch in accordance with ORC Section 6131.07 with the petition filed with the Board of Commissioners of Lorain County on April 25 to return original flow in the drainage channel removing tees & brush as necessary in the drainage way known as Luther Lateral, Pittsfield Township, Lorain County, Ohio.

	The construction of the improvement is necessary and will be conducive to the public welfare.  The following is the course and termini of said proposed improvement to wit: Commencing from Quarry Road ¼ mile south of SR20 the watercourse flows east to the railroad culvert and;
	Nature of work is the water course is heavily treed in some areas blocking the flow line; also two large willow trees also block the flow line causing the upper area of the watershed to be flooded under even normal rain events.

	Due to testimony at the first hearing, Commissioners continued hearing by Res#17-402 to allow Engineer’s Office to review properties within the scope of said project and gather additional evidence for determination of petition.

	Commissioner Kokoski asked Assistant County Prosecutor Innes to swear in anyone wishing to give testimony.

	County Administrator Cordes said he and Commissioner Kalo & Kokoski went to some property owners to see their ditches.  The residents land is beautiful and unique and we need some unique solutions for this ditch.  There are lots of ponding and sculpting that presents a challenge and has not been dealt with for 100 years. Many residents have maintained but it is very wooded and needs to be cleaned out and Mr. Zwick was looking at other options.  Maps were received of this area and discussions need to be had with the stormwater experts and understands there is flooding problems but could be changes to the land.

	Commissioner Kokoski asked Engineers office if they had any comments.
	Peter Zwick said how the petition was received and looking at various properties it all needs to be reviewed with surveys, elevation of ditch and environmental reports and will be a challenge.  Mr. Cordes said there are lots of artificial ponds, could possibly use older ponds to relieve area and use as a detention to keep natural state.  Mr. Zwick said that could be considered. Mr. Cordes said at the south end could use as a catch release and he asked Mr. Romancak to bring in KE to help view the area and reach a natural grade while also dealing with the flooding.  Mr. Cordes said the Trustees concern is the flooding. 
Commissioner Lundy said he would like to make sure this is correct, preserve as much as possible and make the property owners happy.  Mr. Cordes said it all needs to be reviewed and could cost more, least cost is just to clean and dip.
Commissioner Kokoski said at the first hearing the flooding is a concern, there is a small swallow, farmer’s field and lots of invasive species so you really could not see the ditch.  Mr. Zwick said we could go back in and spray and clear out the vegetation.  Mr. Cordes said we could use the watershed personnel, they also did work on the King Kobelt ditch but we need to get permission from the homeowners that are willing to allow the county on their lands to spray and clear, which would be done manually in order to see what we have.

Ronald Senyak, 47833 US 20 said by hand to clear would be a lot, is there enough money to do the whole project.  He said his ditch is curvy and just put a bulldozer in there and straighten it out.  Commissioner Kokoski said she believes that S curve is the bottleneck. Mr. Zwick said correct this can be reviewed.  Don Romancak said the watershed crew would go in and spray the cattails and then 2 weeks later manually go in and take out vegetation. This can be done as long as there is no high wind or rain.  Mr. Cordes ask Mr. Senyak if that was ok for his property, Mr. Senyak said yes

Bert Latman, 46605 US 20 said the cattails hold back the water and sediment to channel, these need to be dug out, is the spray environmental. Mr. Cordes said yes, EPA certified and said this spray will kill the root mass because cattails are very resistance.  Mr. Romancak said this herbicide is epa certified along waterways and will stick to them and kill the invasive species.  Mr. Latman asked if it would kill animals.  Mr. Romancak said no, this is used in the black river as well, once it reaches the sediment it breaks down. We had a study done by OSU and once the soil broke down the fragmittes had no trace.  Mr. Latman said why not do it all, grade it all and take out.  Mr. Cordes said the crews are paid by federal money and this is part of their training to continue projects and cannot just pull out at one time, they need sprayed first.

County Administrator Cordes said what is the difference between a ditch, brook, watercourse, stream, etc.  Mr. Zwick said it is just a language thing, there is no difference, and it allows the weather from mother nature to handle the water.  This project is called the Luther Ditch, along with Brown Ditch and Plum creek.  
Commissioner Kokoski said a stream continues to flow, ditch just when filled. Mr. Zwick said EPA has different subcategories but they are all a means for water to be released.
Mr. Cordes said there are different things clogging watercourse. Mr. Zwick said it is hard to change a natural course except nature, there are long wet spots, tiles and has been cleaned. Mr. Cordes asked if it could be straightened. Mr. Zwick said yes, no defined bend in bank but hard to move and would have to run along the edge.  Mr. Cordes said he will get the watershed personnel to work on getting the cattails

	Commissioner Kokoski asked Pittsfield Township Trustees if they had any comments.
	Mark McConnell said these concepts are interesting, using existing ponds for flow control. He knows that the Metro parks use these devices but would like to see the elevations. Mr. Cordes said there was some damming up about 2 years also and look at the southern end behind the ditch, study that elevation needs an outlet and agree to remove the biomass and get rid of root masses.  The flow line would be cleared and lowered to solve problem at Quarry Road. There are 2 willow trees in middle of water course.  Mr. McConnell said willow trees like water and their roots are massive. He likes the thinking outside of the box and ultimate goal is to improve drainage the best we can.

	
Commissioner Kokoski asked if any residents had any comments.
	Joyce Snyder, 15683 Quarry Road said in her newsletters people ask about the Brown ditch remedies, since Luther ditch flows in there and would this back that one up, its crosses US20. Mr. Cordes said the applications are received by the Townships to the district and they are ranked for consideration and funding.

	Kelly Bauer, 47555 US 20 thanked Mr. Cordes, yes they do have a unique issue with their property and it zig zags. She does not oppose the project, but they have the most to lose, it would change her landscape, heavy equipment would leave a scar and never go away.  Her area is matured and flows this does not benefit them and they would give up a lot.  She feels the project benefits Quarry Road; these new homes were build and knew when they bought there were water issues, it’s a wetland and the farm field drains into that along with the overflow from woods goes into this ditch. Did the township look at the farm field, that’s most of the property.  She asked how all this started.
	Mr. McConnell said the history of water course started when Soil & Water proposed to clean/improve ditch and the township was not involved. When the stormwater district formed, township tried to get volunteer easement.  The project was funded by the district but unable to obtain easement and returned the money. This problem has always been there and the Township moved to petition process and some residents signed and submitted to the District/Commissioners, even though they put 3 applications in Plumcreek, Luther & Brown but only Luther was funded again.  Mr. Zwick said side ditch is Brown lateral ½ mile north of US20.  He stated the Brown main meets Luther and yes it is bigger.  Mr. McConnell said the lateral and portion of ditch maintained privately until Bauer property and Rusnak it is heavily treed and flow line and to S/W through farm fields.  
Mrs. Bauer why are easements needed, they maintain their creek once per year and Lorain County is just going to tear it up, poor drainage does not make sense feels like land is being grabbed and will not benefit them.  If there is an easement granted what can be done and who. Mr. Romancak said he understands her concerns, but an easement are for annual inspections and to clear cut and bring in heavy equipment is necessary.  He said we are looking at innovate ideas but easements are necessary to get on to properties and said the county just doesn’t just go in, everything cost money.
Mrs. Bauer said clear cut.  Mr. Romancak said not always necessary but it easement is there for allowable items to be done.  Mr. Cordes said the county tries to make all residents happy, but not always possible, things channel and when he walked the embankment at railroad tracks there is no ability to get in, there would have to be a 25 feet which would be standing right next to a pond.  Mrs. Bauer said it would be like 40 feet away from her.  Mr. Cordes said US20 to railroad couldn’t get in at Quarry Road. Mr. Romancak said they will continue to look, go along ditch easement and different access points.  Mr. Cordes said if we get railroad/Lakeshore is local to go on their embankment.  Mr. Romancak said could go between ones with the water that comes from highway would spread within to ditch and not one solution meets all needs.  Many owners have been diligent and maintained ditch and the easement also provides for log jams if the township states there is an issue we can take a look at that and clear out but there are limited funds available.  
Mrs. Bauer said she is not unreasonable, just loves her property and this is not a personally attack on anyone but no water comes from her and it is not fair to take her property. Mr. Cordes thanked her and said it is a natural water course and problem needs to be solved and yes they have cleaned and maintain their property but a solution needs to be found for all.

	Trustee McConnell said the Metroparks is planning a bike path along the railroad tracks and entered into a contract about a year ago, but the funding is about 2-3 years and not sure if they are going to take the east or west side of embankment and the east side has a rural water transmission main. There could be modification. Mr. Cordes said he will have a conversation with Metroparks Director. Mr. McConnell said that Lakeshore still runs scenic routes and the parks are only using the edge with a paved path on right of way.

	Tom Bauer, 47555 US 20 thanked Mr. Cordes and the Commissioner Kokoski & Kalo and Mr. Romancak for visiting their property and seeing their unique situation and it is hard to say ok to the proposed project or someone’s idea for clearing their ditch.  The waterways leads from west Quarry Road and North of US20 and project should be broken down. Get rid of weeds and there are other properties with worse drainage. Water comes west of Quarry and there has not been a lot of information or findings, what are the depths minimum widths, existing fall, would like this information and starting depth from beginning to end.  Mr. Zwick said this is all still being reviewed.  Mr. Bauer said how it is being accessed cored of complete proposed project. Mr. Cords said don't have the compete project and would request the commissioners to continue this hearing again to get all the information and other options.
Mr. Bauer said he likes we had heard today with the different options other than just clear cutting and concession to maintain and clear and keep natural integrity of area and understands it’s a community and intend to help other, not done or against, they are not selfish and different approach to the is instead of bulldozing it down.  

	Joyce Snyder said if this project is pushed back will the money go away. Mr. Cordes said the district approved this grant project and will be funded unless project is not done then money will be returned.

	Debra Rusnak, 47773 US 20 said there are 2 willow trees, very large and thick one on bank and one not affected by creek.  Commissioner Kokoski said one is in the middle of the creek. Mrs. Rusnak said the water goes around the tree. Mr. Cordes said the tree is still in the middle of the creek. Mrs. Rusnak said we are a community and not kids and need to solve. She said think about a sink, bathtub, pond, swimming pool and on her property there are 2 different levels of depth and width and the end by Quarry before her property this should be deepened.  
Commissioner Kokoski said they are going to look at Mr. Senyak’s property and this could solve the issue and thanked him for allowing them to look at his property and she is putting her hope that this would solve it.  Mr. Cordes said they are looking at solution by solution and getting cattails out because they are very bad.  Mrs. Rusnak said she has a lot of cattails in her front pond.  She said she allows Mr. McConnell on her property once and the Willow was more on the edge of the creek. Mr. Cordes said Mr. McConnell knows a lot about water and sometimes people don’t agree but all want solutions.  Mrs. Rusnak said they even hired people to clear out a huge log that fell from the willow tree which was laying across the creek and they do everything they can to maintain their property.  She was not aware they could call the county to remove. She said what is with putting water into the pond and releasing, don’t understand. Mr. Cordes said this is a potential with high water events and erosion control along the banks and prevents problems downstream.  
Mrs. Rusnak said she is not trying to be difficult, she walked her property Sunday and saw many animals and if a human being disrupted property and was disturbing the peace they would get arrested. Well you will disturb the peace there are many animals out here, ducks, chickens, fowls, over 100 species of birds, wildlife and they live here it will never be the same and her ditch is straight, deep and wide and this project will disturb all those things. She said the last meeting it was mentioned that 25 feet, is this from creek or outside. Mr. Cordes said right now, we might not need 25 feet but it would be from embankment. Mr. Zwick said 25 feet is the easement that is required through the code, which would be flat area covered with grass along side of bank of creek but not always necessary.  Mrs. Rusnak said this is a waste of money and she feels that you have to do the other end to open their property; it is not her problem, her ditch runs. The lateral running north from Quarry is Brown. Mr. Zwick said south is Brown Main. Mrs. Rusnak said if brown is deeper than front creek and crop is to back of her property.  She has also asked ODOT to come look at her ditch since US20 water runs down her driveway and she has taken a video and the water goes to her creek. Commissioner Kokoski said this is a unique issue and usually we have one resident that would stop the process and it affects a lot of people or we have many people stopping the process and some residents have severe issues, we just need to solve the issues.  Mr. Cordes said the project came through the Trustees to the Stormwater District.  
Commissioner Kokoski said one resident floods on Quarry Road, what about the farms, can a retention be done here.
Commissioner Lundy said can’t use that logic, like New Orleans, flooding is a concern and everyone pays taxes, it is the common good for all.
Mrs. Rusnak said if you only have 1 flat tire you are only going to replace 1 not all 4. Commissioner Kokoski said there were other solutions commented on today and they will look into those
Mrs. Rusnak thanked Dr. Cobb, lives across the street, he takes care of the animals and his wife is ill, he has flooded several times and the water rushes into Plum Creek, he has lost trees and land and if you open the one end he will get it worse unless the City of Oberlin is going to do something on their side.   Mr. Cordes said he has to speak with the City
Mrs. Rusnak said this all came down because someone’s yard was flooding, lost trees, lots of water sitting there, but she is not going to lose 100 trees, this will change her whole property. Mr. Cordes said with the options that were presented today it would stop at your property but no decisions have been made. Mr. Zwick said yes the proposed project would go through Mrs. Rusnak’s property and change it but need to review.  Mr. Cordes said he will get the crew out there for the manual issue and trees. Mrs. Rusnak said she would like to see the willow tree gone. Mr. Cordes said the railroad embankment to US20 and many people have tiled out the roadside. 

	Diane Senyak, 47833 US 20 said she was born and raised on Quarry Road US20 and this water issue has always been there and was told it was a county ditch, but has been this way since the 1950’s

	Steven Dennis, 15179 Quarry road said some of these proposals mentioned today sounds good. He is all for the spraying and cleaning this part, as Mr. Senyak said yes as well and hopes that this would solve the majority of the problem and does not want to destroy others, just let’s get this water off and not ruin anymore or anyone else.

	There were no more discussion and Commissioners would like to continue.
	Clerk stated that the final hearing would be September 19, which the 84th day from submittal of the petition.
	The following resolution was adopted:

								RESOLUTION NO. 17-496

In the matter of continuing the hearing to the final hearing)
On September 19, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. for the Luther Ditch,  )
Pittsfield Township, Lorain County, Ohio		  )

	WHEREAS, this was the continued hearing on the Luther Ditch by Resolution No. 17-402 on June 20, 2017; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with ORC Section 6131.07 the petition was filed on April 25 to return original flow in the drainage channel removing tees & brush as necessary in the drainage way known as Luther Lateral, Pittsfield Township, Lorain County, Ohio; and

	WHEREAS, the construction of the improvement is necessary and will be conducive to the public welfare.  The following is the course and termini of said proposed improvement to wit: Commencing from Quarry Road ¼ mile south of SR20 the watercourse flows east to the railroad culvert and;
	Nature of work is the water course is heavily treed in some areas blocking the flow line; also two large willow trees also block the flow line causing the upper area of the watershed to be flooded under even normal rain events; and

	WHEREAS, Commissioner Kokoski asked Assistant County Prosecutor Innes to swear in anyone wishing to give testimony; and

	WHEREAS, County Administrator Cordes said he and Commissioner Kalo & Kokoski went to some property owners to see their ditches.  The residents land is beautiful and unique and we need some unique solutions for this ditch.  There are lots of ponding and sculpting that presents a challenge and has not been dealt with for 100 years. Many residents have maintained but it is very wooded and needs to be cleaned out and Mr. Zwick was looking at other options.  Maps were received of this area and discussions need to be had with the stormwater experts and understands there is flooding problems but could be changes to the land; and

	WHEREAS, Commissioner Kokoski asked Engineers office if they had any comments.
	Peter Zwick said how the petition was received and looking at various properties it all needs to be reviewed with surveys, elevation of ditch and environmental reports and will be a challenge.  Mr. Cordes said there are lots of artificial ponds, could possibly use older ponds to relieve area and use as a detention to keep natural state.  Mr. Zwick said that could be considered. Mr. Cordes said at the south end could use as a catch release and he asked Mr. Romancak to bring in KE to help view the area and reach a natural grade while also dealing with the flooding.  Mr. Cordes said the Trustees concern is the flooding. 
Commissioner Lundy said he would like to make sure this is correct, preserve as much as possible and make the property owners happy.  Mr. Cordes said it all needs to be reviewed and could cost more, least cost is just to clean and dip.
Commissioner Kokoski said at the first hearing the flooding is a concern, there is a small swallow, farmer’s field and lots of invasive species so you really could not see the ditch.  Mr. Zwick said we could go back in and spray and clear out the vegetation.  Mr. Cordes said we could use the watershed personnel, they also did work on the King Kolbelt ditch but we need to get permission from the homeowners that are willing to allow the county on their lands to spray and clear, which would be done manually in order to see what we have.

Ronald Senyak, 47833 US 20 said by hand to clear would be a lot, is there enough money to do the whole project.  He said his ditch is curvy and just put a bulldozer in there and straighten it out.  Commissioner Kokoski said she believes that S curve is the bottleneck. Mr. Zwick said correct this can be reviewed.  Don Romancak said the watershed crew would go in and spray the cattails and then 2 weeks later manually go in and take out vegetation. This can be done as long as there is no high wind or rain.  Mr. Cordes ask Mr. Senyak if that was ok for his property, Mr. Senyak said yes

Bert Latman, 46605 US 20 said the cattails hold back the water and sediment to channel, these need to be dug out, is the spray environmental. Mr. Cordes said yes, EPA certified and said this spray will kill the root mass because cattails are very resistance.  Mr. Romancak said this herbicide is epa certified along waterways and will stick to them and kill the invasive species.  Mr. Latman asked if it would kill animals.  Mr. Romancak said no, this is used in the black river as well, once it reaches the sediment it breaks down. We had a study done by OSU and once the soil broke down the fragmittes had no trace.  Mr. Latman said why not do it all, grade it all and take out.  Mr. Cordes said the crews are paid by federal money and this is part of their training to continue projects and cannot just pull out at one time, they need sprayed first.

County Administrator Cordes said what is the difference between a ditch, brook, watercourse, stream, etc.  Mr. Zwick said it is just a language thing, there is no difference, and it allows the weather from mother nature to handle the water.  This project is called the Luther Ditch, along with Brown Ditch and Plum creek.  
Commissioner Kokoski said a stream continues to flow, ditch just when filled. Mr. Zwick said EPA has different subcategories but they are all a means for water to be released.
Mr. Cordes said there are different things clogging watercourse. Mr. Zwick said it is hard to change a natural course except nature, there are long wet spots, tiles and has been cleaned. Mr. Cordes asked if it could be straightened. Mr. Zwick said yes, no defined bend in bank but hard to move and would have to run along the edge.  Mr. Cordes said he will get the watershed personnel to work on getting the cattails
And; 



	WHEREAS, Commissioner Kokoski asked Pittsfield Township Trustees if they had any comments; and
	Mark McConnell said these concepts are interesting, using existing ponds for flow control. He knows that the Metro parks use these devices but would like to see the elevations. Mr. Cordes said there was some damming up about 2 years also and look at the southern end behind the ditch, study that elevation needs an outlet and agree to remove the biomass and get rid of root masses.  The flow line would be cleared and lowered to solve problem at Quarry Road. There are 2 willow trees in middle of water course.  Mr. McConnell said willow trees like water and their roots are massive. He likes the thinking outside of the box and ultimate goal is to improve drainage the best we can; and

WHEREAS, Commissioner Kokoski asked if any residents had any comments.
	Joyce Snyder, 15683 Quarry Road said in her newsletters people ask about the Brown ditch remedies, since Luther ditch flows in there and would this back that one up, its crosses US20. Mr. Cordes said the applications are received by the Townships to the district and they are ranked for consideration and funding.

	Kelly Bauer, 47555 US 20 thanked Mr. Cordes, yes they do have a unique issue with their property and it zig zags. She does not oppose the project, but they have the most to lose, it would change her landscape, heavy equipment would leave a scar and never go away.  Her area is matured and flows this does not benefit them and they would give up a lot.  She feels the project benefits Quarry Road; these new homes were build and knew when they bought there were water issues, it’s a wetland and the farm field drains into that along with the overflow from woods goes into this ditch. Did the township look at the farm field, that’s most of the property.  She asked how all this started.
	Mr. McConnell said the history of water course started when Soil & Water proposed to clean/improve ditch and the township was not involved. When the stormwater district formed, township tried to get volunteer easement.  The project was funded by the district but unable to obtain easement and returned the money. This problem has always been there and the Township moved to petition process and some residents signed and submitted to the District/Commissioners, even though they put 3 applications in Plumcreek, Luther & Brown but only Luther was funded again.  Mr. Zwick said side ditch is Brown lateral ½ mile north of US20.  He stated the Brown main meets Luther and yes it is bigger.  Mr. McConnell said the lateral and portion of ditch maintained privately until Bauer property and Rusnak it is heavily treed and flow line and to S/W through farm fields.  
Mrs. Bauer why are easements needed, they maintain their creek once per year and Lorain County is just going to tear it up, poor drainage does not make sense feels like land is being grabbed and will not benefit them.  If there is an easement granted what can be done and who. Mr. Romancak said he understands her concerns, but an easement are for annual inspections and to clear cut and bring in heavy equipment is necessary.  He said we are looking at innovate ideas but easements are necessary to get on to properties and said the county just doesn’t just go in, everything cost money.
Mrs. Bauer said clear cut.  Mr. Romancak said not always necessary but it easement is there for allowable items to be done.  Mr. Cordes said the county tries to make all residents happy, but not always possible, things channel and when he walked the embankment at railroad tracks there is no ability to get in, there would have to be a 25 feet which would be standing right next to a pond.  Mrs. Bauer said it would be like 40 feet away from her.  Mr. Cordes said US20 to railroad couldn’t get in at Quarry Road. Mr. Romancak said they will continue to look, go along ditch easement and different access points.  Mr. Cordes said if we get railroad/Lakeshore is local to go on their embankment.  Mr. Romancak said could go between ones with the water that comes from highway would spread within to ditch and not one solution meets all needs.  Many owners have been diligent and maintained ditch and the easement also provides for log jams if the township states there is an issue we can take a look at that and clear out but there are limited funds available.  
Mrs. Bauer said she is not unreasonable, just loves her property and this is not a personally attack on anyone but no water comes from her and it is not fair to take her property. Mr. Cordes thanked her and said it is a natural water course and problem needs to be solved and yes they have cleaned and maintain their property but a solution needs to be found for all.

	Trustee McConnell said the Metroparks is planning a bike path along the railroad tracks and entered into a contract about a year ago, but the funding is about 2-3 years and not sure if they are going to take the east or west side of embankment and the east side has a rural water transmission main. There could be modification. Mr. Cordes said he will have a conversation with Metroparks Director. Mr. McConnell said that Lakeshore still runs scenic routes and the parks are only using the edge with a paved path on right of way.

	Tom Bauer, 47555 US 20 thanked Mr. Cordes and the Commissioner Kokoski & Kalo and Mr. Romancak for visiting their property and seeing their unique situation and it is hard to say ok to the proposed project or someone’s idea for clearing their ditch.  The waterways leads from west Quarry Road and North of US20 and project should be broken down. Get rid of weeds and there are other properties with worse drainage. Water comes west of Quarry and there has not been a lot of information or findings, what are the depths minimum widths, existing fall, would like this information and starting depth from beginning to end.  Mr. Zwick said this is all still being reviewed.  Mr. Bauer said how it is being accessed cored of complete proposed project. Mr. Cords said don't have the compete project and would request the commissioners to continue this hearing again to get all the information and other options.
Mr. Bauer said he likes we had heard today with the different options other than just clear cutting and concession to maintain and clear and keep natural integrity of area and understands it’s a community and intend to help other, not done or against, they are not selfish and different approach to the is instead of bulldozing it down.  

	Joyce Snyder said if this project is pushed back will the money go away. Mr. Cordes said the district approved this grant project and will be funded unless project is not done then money will be returned.

	Debra Rusnak, 47773 US 20 said there are 2 willow trees, very large and thick one on bank and one not affected by creek.  Commissioner Kokoski said one is in the middle of the creek. Mrs. Rusnak said the water goes around the tree. Mr. Cordes said the tree is still in the middle of the creek. Mrs. Rusnak said we are a community and not kids and need to solve. She said think about a sink, bathtub, pond, swimming pool and on her property there are 2 different levels of depth and width and the end by Quarry before her property this should be deepened.  
Commissioner Kokoski said they are going to look at Mr. Senyak’s property and this could solve the issue and thanked him for allowing them to look at his property and she is putting her hope that this would solve it.  Mr. Cordes said they are looking at solution by solution and getting cattails out because they are very bad.  Mrs. Rusnak said she has a lot of cattails in her front pond.  She said she allows Mr. McConnell on her property once and the Willow was more on the edge of the creek. Mr. Cordes said Mr. McConnell knows a lot about water and sometimes people don’t agree but all want solutions.  Mrs. Rusnak said they even hired people to clear out a huge log that fell from the willow tree which was laying across the creek and they do everything they can to maintain their property.  She was not aware they could call the county to remove. She said what is with putting water into the pond and releasing, don’t understand. Mr. Cordes said this is a potential with high water events and erosion control along the banks and prevents problems downstream.  
Mrs. Rusnak said she is not trying to be difficult, she walked her property Sunday and saw many animals and if a human being disrupted property and was disturbing the peace they would get arrested. Well you will disturb the peace there are many animals out here, ducks, chickens, fowls, over 100 species of birds, wildlife and they live here it will never be the same and her ditch is straight, deep and wide and this project will disturb all those things. She said the last meeting it was mentioned that 25 feet, is this from creek or outside. Mr. Cordes said right now, we might not need 25 feet but it would be from embankment. Mr. Zwick said 25 feet is the easement that is required through the code, which would be flat area covered with grass along side of bank of creek but not always necessary.  Mrs. Rusnak said this is a waste of money and she feels that you have to do the other end to open their property; it is not her problem, her ditch runs. The lateral running north from Quarry is Brown. Mr. Zwick said south is Brown Main. Mrs. Rusnak said if brown is deeper than front creek and crop is to back of her property.  She has also asked ODOT to come look at her ditch since US20 water runs down her driveway and she has taken a video and the water goes to her creek. Commissioner Kokoski said this is a unique issue and usually we have one resident that would stop the process and it affects a lot of people or we have many people stopping the process and some residents have severe issues, we just need to solve the issues.  Mr. Cordes said the project came through the Trustees to the Stormwater District.  
Commissioner Kokoski said one resident floods on Quarry Road, what about the farms, can a retention be done here.
Commissioner Lundy said can’t use that logic, like New Orleans, flooding is a concern and everyone pays taxes, it is the common good for all.
Mrs. Rusnak said if you only have 1 flat tire you are only going to replace 1 not all 4. Commissioner Kokoski said there were other solutions commented on today and they will look into those
Mrs. Rusnak thanked Dr. Cobb, lives across the street, he takes care of the animals and his wife is ill, he has flooded several times and the water rushes into Plum Creek, he has lost trees and land and if you open the one end he will get it worse unless the City of Oberlin is going to do something on their side.   Mr. Cordes said he has to speak with the City
Mrs. Rusnak said this all came down because someone’s yard was flooding, lost trees, lots of water sitting there, but she is not going to lose 100 trees, this will change her whole property. Mr. Cordes said with the options that were presented today it would stop at your property but no decisions have been made. Mr. Zwick said yes the proposed project would go through Mrs. Rusnak’s property and change it but need to review.  Mr. Cordes said he will get the crew out there for the manual issue and trees. Mrs. Rusnak said she would like to see the willow tree gone. Mr. Cordes said the railroad embankment to US20 and many people have tiled out the roadside. 

	Diane Senyak, 47833 US 20 said she was born and raised on Quarry Road US20 and this water issue has always been there and was told it was a county ditch, but has been this way since the 1950’s

	Steven Dennis, 15179 Quarry Road said some of these proposals mentioned today sounds good. He is all for the spraying and cleaning this part, as Mr. Senyak said yes as well and hopes that this would solve the majority of the problem and does not want to destroy others, just let’s get this water off and not ruin anymore or anyone else.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the testimony and options today will be reviewed as well as preparing the watershed crew to spray and manually pull vegetation.

	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we hereby continue the hearing to the final hearing on September 19, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. for the Luther Ditch, Pittsfield Township, Lorain County, Ohio.	

	Motion by Kokoski, seconded by Kalo to adopt resolution. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes: All.
	Motion carried.						__________________(discussion was held on the above)

B								Other Business
	There was no other business for this day.		_____________

C.								Clerk’s Report

#1.	Wednesday, August 2, 2017 at 9:30 a.m., Commissioners meeting
								____________

D								Public Comment
(Please limit comments to 3 minutes   Thank-you)
There were no additional comments for this day.	______________

JOURNAL ENTRY							
	
With no further business before the Board, Motion by Kokoski seconded by Kalo to adjourn at 11:13 a.m. Ayes: All.
	Motion carried.

The meeting then adjourned.
							_____________________________________________)Commissioners
							Lori Kokoski, President				            )
													            )
						__________________________________________    _)of
							Ted Kalo, Vice-president			            )
													            )
							_____________________________________________)Lorain County
							Matt Lundy, Member				            )Ohio

Attest:________________________________, Clerk
Theresa Upton, Clerk

Please note that the Commissioners’ meetings are open to the public.  The scheduled air times for the meetings will be shown on Saturday at 12:00 Noon and Monday at 11:00 p.m. subject to change at the discretion of the Lorain County Community College.  The meetings might be also broadcasted in additional time periods as scheduling permits.  If anyone wants to purchase a copy of the  Commissioners Meeting Tapes, please call Lorain County Records Center at 440-326-4866.
